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Westbourne Park Villas Bayswater W2 

2,424 sq ft (225.2 sq m) 

Built circa 1843, this semi detached, five bedroom villa benefits 
from having a fabulous south facing garden and off street parking 

Entrance hall Drawing room Dining room Two kitchens Five bedrooms 
Two bathrooms Utility room Cloakroom Garden Off street parking 


Netting Hill 

nottinghill@struttandparker.com 

020 7221 1111 


Asking Price £2,950,000 Freehold 

























































-PARKER 



Peel street Kensington W8 

1298 sq ft (120.58 sq m) 

A charming and well presented three bedroom Victorian terraced 
house with excellent entertaining space and a wonderful south 
facing terrace. 

Drawing room Kitchen/breakfast room Dining area Master bedroom with en 
suite shower room Two further bedrooms Bathroom Terrace 


Kensington 

kensington@struttandparker.com 

020 7938 3666 


Asking price £2,350,000 Freehold 


































JOHN D WOOD & CO 



WOODSFORD SQUARE, WI4 

Situated in arguably the best position in Woodsford Square, this corner house has been refurbished to 
an exacting standard including the creation of an extra floor. Offering fabulous family accommodation 
with a magnificent open-plan reception occupying the whole of the floor, and an impressive triple 
aspect which includes views of both the tennis club and the communal gardens. Approx. 3,314 sq ft. 

4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, double reception, family/cinema room, study, gym, garage, garden, parking. 

Freehold Guide Price £4,950,000 


KENSINGTON 020 7908 1100 OR HOLLAND PARK 020 7727 2233 


www.johndwood.co.uk 









































I JOHN D WOOD & CO 



HOLLAND PARK, WII 


Two self-contained 3 bedroom apartments in one of London’s most well regarded addresses. 
Situated on the 2""^ and floors of this Grade II Listed building, with the exciting opportunity to 
combine the two to create an exceptional home ideal for an extended family. Approx. 3,399 sq ft. 

6 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms (2 en suite), 2 reception rooms, kitchen/breakfast/dining room, 

2 terraces, loft storage. 

Leasehold Guide Price £5,999,950 



KENSINGTON 020 7908 1100 OR HOLLAND PARK 020 7727 2233 


www.johndwood.co.uk 
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Welcome to our Christmas Issue! 

can’t quite believe that the festive 
season is upon us once again despite 
The Hill HQ having been overflowing 
with Christmas decorations since 
September. There have been 
Christmas trees propped up next to the 
printer, glittery reindeer balancing on 
the book shelf and boxes and boxes 
of mince pies stacked sky high — the 
latter of which we had the tough job of 
sampling on your behalf (turn to page 
47 to discover the tastiest from the 
high street!). 

Therefore, in full Christmas spirit, 
we asked Wild at Heart if they would 
kindly join in the festive fun and 
transform Turquoise Island into a 
winter wonderland a little earlier 
than usual for our photo shoot with 
owner Nikki Tibbies. If you were 
walking down Westbourne Grove one 
Tuesday lunchtime in early October 
you may have taken a double take 
at the rows of Christmas trees, fairy 
lights and exquisite Christmas wreaths 
decorating the florist’s island. Find out 
how Nikki became a celebrity florist 
extraordinaire on page 30. 

Also, if you’re yet to start your 
Christmas shopping then do not panic. 
There will be carol singers and mulled 
wine galore when boutiques and 
businesses in Wll and Connaught 
Village stay open late on December 6. 
Plus you will find lots of gift inspiration 
inside this issue to give you a little 
helping hand. 

Merry Christmas! 


62 

The fashion edit 

92 

5 of the best 


Stylish gift ideas for fashionistas 


Family homes 

64 

Dress to impress 

94 

Area focus 


Dance the night away in festive 
fashion for women, men and 


Netting Hill 


children 


70 High maintenance 

Tips for creating sultry eyes 
and our roundup of the best 
blow-drys 


travel 

74 Voyage of discovery 

All aboard the Eastern & 
Oriental Express 





Cover: Model wears Scarlet 
asymmetric dress, £150, Untold 
and Crystal ‘Starburst’ earrings 
£108, Marline Wester. 

Outfit sold at House of Fraser, 
Westfield Shopping Centre 
W12 7GA,0844 800 3765, 
houseoffraser.co.uk 
Image courtesy of House of Fraser 
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Holloways of Ludlow 

Classic & Contemporary Fixtures & Fittings 



Lighting, Bathroom fittings, Flooring, 
Radiators, Ironmongery & Much more 


SHOWROOMS 

115 and 121 Shepherd's Bush Road, Brook Green, Hammersmith, London W6 7LP. Tel: 020 7602 5757 
36 Friar's Stile Road, Richmond, Surrey, TWio 6NQ. Tel: 020 8332 9442 


www.hollowaysofludlow.com 
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Seductive social 

Interior decorator Sera Hersham- 
Loftus held a decadent party to 
celebrate the launch of her first book, 
Seductive Interiors, at her lavish home 
‘Chocolate Towers’. Stylish guests 
included Sera’s friends Sadie Frost 
and Frances Ruffelle whose beautiful 
homes feature in the book. Turn to 
page 29 to find out more. 


Milicent Banks, Valerio 
Agostini and friend 
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bespoke sash & casement windows 


Come and visit us at the showroom: 
406 Merton Road, London SWl 8 5AD 
Telephone 0208 877 8920 

www.ayrtonbespoke.com 



g—g 
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KENSINGTON 

DOLLSHOUSE 

FESTIVAL 


CHRISTMAS SHOW 


Saturday 24th November 2012 
10.30am - 5.00pm 


Kensington Town Hall, Hornton St, London W8 7NX 
“the leading event for miniature enthusiasts" The guardian 


Advance Ticket prices 


Adult entry from IO.30 £11 (£13 on the door) 
Child entry from 10.30 £ 4 


Adult entry from ipm costs £6 - on the door only 


Tickets on sale now 

www.dollshousefestival.com 


□ii 
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Michelle Rodriguez 


Alice Temperley 


Michael KaplaJ 
Bonham Carter 


d Helena 


Heather Kerfiidi 


Celebrating our city 

Over 550 celebrities and personalities 
from across London gathered at The 
Hurlingham Club in Fulham for the third 
annual London Lifestyle Awards. The 
aim of the night was to highlight the 
best bits of London, and awards were 
given out to an array of nominees. 
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Salvatore Calabrese 


Simon Pegg 


Costume drama 

Distinguished guests 
from the world of film 
and fashion dressed 
to impress for a black 
tie dinner to celebrate 
the opening of the 
Hollywood Costume 
exhibition at the V&A. 
Guests enjoyed a 
private view of the 
exhibition before dining 
in the Raphael Gallery. 


Tallulah Harlech* 






:es 
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TUESDAY 

Forget Downton Abbey, learn 
what life was like for 18- 
oentury domestio servants at 
Kensington Palace between 
1689 and 1760 in a talk by 
Dr Olivia Fryman. Discover 
the pivotal roles played by 
mistresses and courtiers. 

6.15pm-7.45pm 
Kensington Gardens W8 4PX 
0844 482 7777, hrp.org.uk 


WEDNESDAY 

Avant-garde artist, Jonas 
Mekas, who counts Mike 
Figgis and Martin Scorsese as 
fans, is being celebrated in an 
exhibition at the Serpentine 
Gallery, featuring moving 
images, poetry and sound 
from the 1950s to today. 

Until 2 7 January 2013 
Kensington Gardens W2 3XA 
serpentinegallery. org 


ON NOW 

An exhibition capturing 
the strength and beauty 
of ballerinas will be shown 
at Blaze Image until 24 
December. Photographer Pete 
Bartlett has photographed 30 
dancers, from all around the 
world, in urban landscapes 
across W11. He was inspired 
to undertake the project after 
photographing an ex-ballerina 
whose career was cut short 
after being in a road accident. 
Limited edition print runs are 
available with a percentage 
going to each dancer and to 
charity. 

Blaze Image 

111 Talbot Road W11 2AT 
pointeproject. viewbook. com 
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THURSDAY 



The Netting Hill Festive Shopping 
Night is returning. W11 ’s fabulous 
boutiques and businesses 
inoluding Wolf & Badger, 
MaxStudio and Daylesford 
Organio will be opening late for 
pre-Christmas disoounts, speoial 
offers and limited edition produots. 
There will be mulled wine, oarol 
singers, and baked ohestnuts. 
latenightnottinghill. co. uk 


THURSDAY 



The Rainbow Trust invites 
you to their Christmas Carol 
Conoert at St Paul’s Churoh, 
Knightsbridge. Clare Balding 
will host with support from 
Rupert Penry-Jones and Andi 
Peters. Cheam Sohool Choir 
will perform the hymns. 


32a Wilton Place SW1X8SH 
01372 220 022 


rainbowtrust. org. uk 


SATURDAY 



Portobello Orohestra will 
present a Christmas oonoert 
with Christine Zhou performing 
as the soloist in Robert 
Sohumann’s piano oonoerto in 
A minor. 

7.30gm, tickets on the door. 
£10 and £8 concessions 
St Peter’s Church 
90 Kensington Park Road 


W11 2PL 




ON NOW 

See a new telling of 
the Euripides olassio 
tragedy. The Trojan 
Women, from award¬ 
winning poet, Caroline 
Bird. Queen Heouba, 
and her oompanions in a 
prison mother-and-baby 
unit, await their fate as 
the oity of Troy burns. 
Until 15 December 
11 Pembridge Road 
Netting Hill Gate W11 
3HQ, 020 7229 0706 
gatetheatre.co.uk 




SATURDAY 


SATURDAY 

Constable, Gainsborough, 
Turner and the Making of 
Landscape is a new exhibition 
at the Royal Aoademy, 
exploring the artists’ work 
and developments in British 
landsoape painting from the 
18th oentury up to today. 
Burlington House, Piccadilly 
W1J OBD, 020 7300 8000 
royalacademy. org. uk 


MONDAY 

Operatio superstar, Katherine 
Jenkins, is making a 
Christmas appearanoe at the 
Royal Albert Hall. Support 
oomes from the National 
Symphony Orohestra and 
London Philharmonio Choir, 
oonduoted by Anthony Inglis. 
7.30pm, Kensington Gore 
Sl/1/7 2AP, 0845 401 5045 
royalalberthall. com 



TUESDAY 

Experienoe an evening of 
Viotorian drama at 18 Stafford 
Terraoe, an immaoutely 
preserved Viotorian middle- 
olass home, onoe belonging 
to Punch oartoonist Edward 
Linley Sambourne. 

18 Stafford Terrace W8 7BH 
sambournetwilighttours. 
eventbrite.co.uk 
020 7471 9153 


FRIDAY 


FRIDAY 

Esoape the stress of 
Christmas with an eduoational 
walk through Kensington 
Gardens, exploring the 
seasonal folklore, traditions 
and feasts whioh have 
developed today thanks to 
Queen Viotoria and Prinoe 
Albert’s support. 

Kensington Gardens W2 2UH 
royalparks.org.uk 



The Tabernaole presents 
Oliver Twisted, a satirioal, 
panto version of the 
Diokensian tale. Direoted by 
Roger Pomphrey, it will feature 
a high profile oeleb line-up, yet 
to be announoed. 

Until 22 December, 35 Powis 
Square W11 2AY, 020 7221 
9700, tabernaclewl 1 .com 



A favourite on the party oirouit 
soene, Shola Ama is baok for 
one night only sampling the 
best of UK funk, soul and hip 
hop. Previous guests have 
inoluded Radio 1 DJ Manny 
Norte, Wrteoh 32 and Todda T. 
Paradise by Way of Kensal 
Green, 19 Kilburn Lane 
Kensal Green W10 4AE 
theparadise.co.uk 



MONDAY 

See in 2013 at The Roof 
Garden’s New Year’s 
Eve party whioh inoludes 
oomplimentary oooktails 
and oanapes, live musio and 
fireworks display. Tiokets are 
£125 or £105 for members. 
99 Kensington High Street 
W8 5SA, 020 7368 3992 
roofgardensclub. com 
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promotional feature 




Christmas in Connaught 

Village 


Your favourite stores on Connaught Street, Kendal 
Street and Porchester Place will be open late on 
Thursday 6 December for an evening of stylish 
shopping from 4 - 8pm. There will be opportunities to 
win fabulous prizes and plenty of offers. See you there! 


Lightgallery 

5 Porchester Place 
020 8488 4782 
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COOL 

Connaught Village’s concentration of galleries, studios, art dealers 
and designers range from the traditional to the modern from across 
the world. Visit Prewitt Miller for some beautiful blooms to brighten 
up your home, catch up with the latest in contemporary art at 
newly launched Lightgallery, and design a sleek and stylish kitchen 
with the team of experts at Connaught Kitchens. 


Prewitt Miller 

53 Connaught Street 
020 7723 4683 


Connought 

Kitchens 

2 Porchester Place 
020 7706 2210 


COMMUNITY 

At its heart 
Connaught Village 
is a real living 
community. As 
well as picking 
up a paper and 
groceries you 
can also get your 
pooch pampered 
at the Hyde Park 
Veterinary Centre 
and have your 
hair cut by Daniel 
Mikhael, stylist to 
the stars. 


Hyde Park 
Veterinary Centre 

61-63 Connaught Street 
020 7723 0453 


Daniel Mikhael 
Haute Coiffure 

4 Porchester Place 
020 7262 5117 
































CONNOISSEURS 

If you’re a foodie, a fine diner, a ooffee oonnoisseur 
or a ohooolate lover, make your way to Connaught 
Village’s oafes and restaurants where you oan enjoy top 
international ouisine. Sample the passion of the Argentine 
ohefs at Casa Malevo, try a taste of Italy with Stuzzioo’s 
authentio menu and a ooffee at Cooo Maya. 






Casa Malevo 

23 Connaught Street 
020 7402 1988 


Coco Maya 

12 Connaught Street 
020 7706 2883 




-S 


Horiyoshi III 

19 Connaught Street, 
020 7262 2121 


Stuzzico 

24 Kendal Street 
020 7262 9122 


Viola 

25 Connaught Street 
020 7262 2722 


CHIC 

Visit the fashion boutiques of Connaught Village for 
everything from the latest fashions and designs of Horiyoshi 
III to the finest in Vintage Couture at Atelier-Mayer.oom. 
Make sure you stop off in Viola for some style inspiration 
for the party season and piok up some ioonio Christmas 
gifts while you’re there. 


Atelier-Mayer 

47 Kendal Street 
020 7706 7200 




m 
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local life 


Daydream 

believer 


As he approaches his 80 th birthday 
this month, Quentin Blake, the 
world’s favourite illustrator, talks to 
Samantha Chippindale about his 
latest book and the virtues of living 
in South Kensington 

W ith a leap and a bound, a 
dreamy young man called 
Patrick charms a rainbow 
of exotic fish from a pond, 
transforms the apples on a 
tree into trifles and ice creams 
and the sparks from a tramp’s pipe into a cascade 
of fireworks. Welcome to the world of Quentin 
Blake, one of the world’s finest illustrators and an 
indefatigable source of joy to his millions of readers. 

The timeless appeal of Quentin’s work is the 
seeming simplicity of his illustrations: a deft line, 
dots for startled, amused eyes and a crooked tilt to 
the head that convey everything we need to know 
about a character. Quentin recalls drawing from the 
age of five. At the age of 16 he had an illustration 
accepted by Punch magazine, although he was 
still too young to have a bank account in which to 
deposit his modest pay cheque. 
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‘A parallel world 
in which things go 
slightly better’ 




exciting. A lot of the motivation behind doing the 
book came from them,” explains Quentin. 

The book he is referring to is Beyond the Page, in 
which Quentin brings together the various strands 
of his career. One chapter looks at the work he 
does in France, where he also has a house, and 
about a third of the book is dedicated to his work in 
museums and hospitals. 

Quentin will always be most widely known for 
his book illustrations. He works with methodical 
routine, cutting the paper he is going to draw on to 
size and selecting a 19th-century dip pen or quill, 
which adds a particular scratchiness to the line. 
Standing at a light box, he then makes a first, quick 
sketch, before covering it with watercolour paper 
and using the ghosted-through lines beneath as 
a guide for the finished drawing, which he then 
washes with watercolour. 

“My ideas generally come from some visual 
thing,” says Quentin. “1 may not even have drawn 
it; something 1 would like to draw. 1 do a little kind 
of map of the way the book goes. You design each 
spread like a chapter.” 

Asked the impossible, to choose his favourite 
works or projects, Quentin modestly refers to “a 
range of highs, some a little higher than others.” 

His collaboration with Roald Dahl, who called him 
Quent, was, he says: “Very significant for me. It took 
me all over the world in my head. You couldn’t 
illustrate all the books in the same way,” he says 


Since then he has illustrated more than 300 titles, 
collaborating with writers such as Joan Aiken, 
Michael Rosen and David Walliams, as well, of 
course, Roald Dahl, with whom he worked until the 
writer’s death in 1990. Yet, as his latest book. Beyond 
the Page makes clear, book illustration, either of 
his own stories or other writer’s work, is only one 
aspect of his output. Since 2006, Quentin has been 
creating images that are enlarged to mural scale to 
decorate hospital walls. The elderly women happily 
perched in the branches of a tree on the walls of the 
South Kensington & Chelsea Mental Health Centre 
are part of what Quentin calls “a parallel world in 
which things go slightly better.” There have also 
been projects in France, for a children’s hospital 
in Paris and a maternity ward in Angers, for which 
Quentin created a series of images of women and 
their new-born babies swimming together 
in a state of bliss. He has also 
recently completed 20 images 
for the birthing centre of the 
Rosie Hospital, part of 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
in Cambridge and the 
UK’s first purpose-built 
maternity hospital. “1 
have found these 
projects very 








Left: Designs for Quentin’s 
Christmas cards for 
Survivai International. 
£5.99 for 12, 
survivalinternational.org 


of classics such as Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Matilda and The 
BFG. “In a sense it’s not a favourite 
book as much as the change between 
each project.” 

Despite his preference for quill 
pens, Quentin cites technology as one 
of the most exciting developments 
in his career over the past decade, 
specifically the way his work can 
be enlarged and reproduced in 
public spaces, allowing him, as he 
says “to work outside the book”. 

Sketches made at his drawing board, 
for example, became cladding for a major section 
of the King’s Cross St Pancras redevelopment. 
“Technology allows me to do these things,” he says. 

As well as being an artist and illustrator, Quentin 
has been an ambassador for Survival International, 
the first Children’s Laureate and a patron of the 
annual South Ken Kids Festival. He has lived in 
South Kensington since the mid-70s, in a mansion 
flat overlooking a garden square and he says: “I 
came because I knew people here, and I liked it so 
I stayed. I don’t need a garden, so a flat is good for 
me. I work in a wonderfully light, south-facing room. 
I don’t want to live an 3 Awhere else.” 

Despite the prospect of his 80th birthday (“I’m 
trying not to think about it!”) this December, 



Quentin has neither the intention, 
nor it seems the ability, to slow 
down. Having illustrated a limited 
edition of Voltaire’s Candide last 
year, he is now working on Fifty 
Fables of La Fontaine, again for 
the Folio Society. “I’m obsessing 
about it at the moment,” says 
Quentin. “I’m further along than I 
had expected to be at this stage.” 
He has also created a series of 
new non-illustrative drawings 
that are going on display at The 
Chris Beetles Gallery, as well as 
drawings, watercolours and lithographs that will 
be exhibited at Marlborough Graphics, both in 
December. The flow of work is clearly hectic: 

“The problem is to arrange the dosage,” 
says Quentin dryly. } 

Beyond the Page, is on sale now (Tate Publishing), 
£19.99, quentinblake.com 

Exhibitions: Marlborough Graphics, December 
12- January 11 2013 marlboroughfineart.com 
Octoquentinicious, An exhibition of 80 new pictures 
and a few older ones, Chris Beetles Gallery, 8-10 
Ryder Street, St James’s SW1Y 6QB. Sunday 9 
December until New Year’s Day, chrisbeetles.com 
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Not just JTiis Morning... 

but every morning 




Marilyn Stowe is the senior partner at Stowe Family Law and resident family 
law expert on ITV's This Morning. 

Leading the UK's largest dedicated family law firm, she has more than 30 years' experience handling divorce cases 
and family law proceedings. 


■ One of the first solicitors to qualify as a family law 
arbitrator through the newly-formed Institute of 
Family Law Arbitrators (IFLA). 

■ The first Chief Assessor and Chief Examiner of the 
Law Society's Family Law Panel. 

■ A Fellow of the International Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers: a global association of lawyers recognised 
for expertise in their respective countries. 


Located in WC 1 , Stowe Family Law specialises in 
family law issues and covers a wide range of cases. 
From divorce to cohabitees’ rights, with dedicated 
international and children’s teams. 

The team also offers mediation, arbitration and 
collaborative approaches and benefits from a 
specialist in-house forensic accountancy department 
that tracks down hidden assets and can provide 
immediate financial advice. 


If you need family law advice, early support can be essential. 
Stowe Family Law can help. 


Stowe 


Contact 0207 421 3300 or email chiefexecutive@stowefamilylaw.co.uk 

8 Fulwood Place, Gray's Inn, London WCIV 6HG 

www.stowefamilylaw.co.uk www.marilynstowe.co.uk 


Family Law LLP 





local life 


Renowned Residents of 


N otting Hill 



This month marks the tenth anniversary of the death 
of one of rock music’s most enduring icons. 

Gerry Conrad looks at the life of John Graham Mellor, 
better known to the world at large as Joe Strummer 


J oe Strummer (1952-2002), was 
the self-styled spokesman for 
a generation via his band The 
Clash. He first arrived in Netting Hill 
in the mid 1970s and lived in various 
squats including 42 Orsett Terrace 
W2 and 36 St Lukes Road W11. His 
first band, The lOlers, named after 
101 Walterton Road W9, a squat in 
Maida Vale, played gigs at The Elgin 
pub on Ladbroke Grove. By 1976 Joe 
had teamed up with Mick Jones and 
formed The Clash. The success that 
The Clash brought did not always sit 
well with him and he could often be 
found giving money away to ease his 
conscience. By 1980 Joe was renting 
a second-floor flat at 109 Ladbroke 
Grove and later moved to another 
rented flat at the top of Portland Road 
above an antique shop. 

By 1983 a four-storey terraced 
house was acquired at 37 Lancaster 
Road W11, which he shared with his 
girlfriend Gaby Salter and their two 
young daughters. Joe, clad in his 
favourite leather jacket, stalked the 
streets around Portobello Road often 
eating at Bites Cafe on Westbourne 
Park Road and drinking at the 
Warwick Castle on Portobello, a 
suitably seedy and rundown hostelry. 
Occasionally he would head over to 
192 on Kensington Park Road to share 
a bottle of champagne with friends. 
192 was one of the first bars marking 
the change from the Bohemian 
Netting Hill to gentrification with 
assorted media types making forays 
to the supposed frontline. This 
smartening up of the area would not 
have been to Joe’s liking and in 1993, 
after 15 years together, he and Gaby 
Salter split up. Gaby keeping the house. 

By 1995 following his marriage 
to Lucinda Tait and his move to 
Taunton in Somerset, Joe’s visits to 
his beloved Westway were somewhat 
reduced. His fellow band compatriot, 
Mick Jones continues to reside in 
Netting Hill having lived first at a flat 
in Powis Gardens W11 and later in a 
Regency terraced house on Holland 
Park Avenue next door to the novelist 
PD James. In addition, a third band 
member Paul Simonon had also 
based himself in Netting Hill in 1982, 
acquiring 42b Oxford Gardens WIO 
before moving to a house at number 
53 in the same road. As a child he had 
also lived for a time at 81b Oxford 
Gardens. It is no surprise that when 
a documentary film was made about 
The Clash, director Don Letts chose as 
the title Westway to the World. 
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The Showroom Ltd 

bathroom studio 


23-31 Bramley Road, London W10 6SZ | T 020 7221 6786 | F 020 7221 6749 | E sales@theshowrooniltd.co.uk 


Nearest tube: Latimer Road | Free off street parking 











local life 


Stocking Fillers 


From edible treats to luxury candles, Laura Johnston’s 
edit of gorgeous gift ideas for your loved ones 



Mr & Mrs Smith Gift Card, from £50, 
mrandmrssmith.com 


Envelope iPad Clutch in Fuchsia, £95, 
gift-library.com 


Harrods Belgian Milk Chocolate Coins (80g), 
£4.95, harrods.com 



TenPilates Christmas Gift Box including Class 
Gift Card, from £57, Netting Hill Studio, 2-4 
Exmoor Street W10 6BD, tenpilates.com 



Highgrove Red Snowflake Hottie, £39, 
selfridges.com 


Helen Ruth The Cat’s Out of The Bag 
Handkerchief, £30, Wolf & Badger, 46 
Ledbury Road W11 2AB, wolfandbadger.com 





Molton Brown Paradisiac Pink Pepperpod 
Candle, £36, moltonbrown.co.uk 


Sophie Harley Snowflake Earrings, £82, 

122 Westbourne Studios, 242 Acklam Road 
W10 5JJ; 020 7430 2070, sophieharley.com 



Paul Smith Red Leather Alphabet Print 
Notebook, £79,120 Kensington Park Road 
Wll 2PW, paulsmith.co.uk 
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Holloways of Ludlow 

Professional Builders 



Extensions, Renovations & Project Management 
Member of the Federation of Master builders 


www.hollowaysbuild.com 

T: 020 8487 9440 E: build@hollowaysofludlow.com 
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This month... 

We cannot wait to decorate the 
Christmas tree and are seeking 
inspiration from this beautiful display 
by John Lewis. Plus Hannah Ricci 
has selected the best baubles and 
interviewed florist extraordinaire Nikki 
^ Tibbies who has transformed Wild at 
^ Heart into a winter wonderland. 


























Holloways of Ludlow 

Bespoke Kitchens and Furniture 



Winner - Homes And Gardens Magazine 
Kitchen Designer Award 2012 


www.hollowayskitchens.com 
T: 020 8487 9422 E: kitchens@hollowaysofludlow.eom 















































homes+gardens 


All wrapped up 

Looking for present inspiration? Jacky Parker has 
selected her favourite gifts for home birds 



Karlsson Gold Station Wall Clock, £79, 
Oliver Bonas, 23 Kensington Park Road 
W11 2EU, oliverbonas.com 


Gold Palmette Set, from £587.50, 
West One Bathrooms Ltd, 9 Thurloe Place 
SW7 2RZ, 020 7584 7002 


Skull Gold Cushion, £395, Alexander 
McQueen for The Rug Company, 124 Holland 
Park Avenue W11 4UE, 020 7229 5148 



Pipework Candelabra Three, £58, Nick Eraser 
at Wolf and Badger, 46 Ledbury Road 
W11 2AB, wolfandbadger.com 


Lady-Rhubarb-Candle by D.L. & Co, £150, 
gift-library.com 


Pro-Ject Turntable, £335, The Conran Shop, 
81 Eulham Road SW3 6RD, conranshop.co.uk 





Cast Shoe Copper, £145, Tom Dixon, 
Portobello Dock, 344 Ladbroke Grove 
WIO 5BU, tomdixon.net 



Set of 4 Eour Seasons Plates by Rob Ryan, 
£25.61, SCP, 87 Westbourne Grove 
W2 4LIL, scp.co.uk 


ABC Tea Cups by We Love Kaoru, £25, 
Merchant Archive, 19 Kensington Park Road, 
W11 2ELI, merchantarchive.com 


STOCKZXGS 


PIGS IN BLANk'ETS 

BOARD GAMES 
WINE 

TINSlL i BAIIIES 


BREAD SAUCE 

STILTON & PORT 

CIIVGER BHXAO 

CHRISTMAS PUDD 

MJ STLSTQ g 

DY BUTTSB 

^UMtElltlBAHlieinES 


Wild & Wolf 746 Red Phone £49.95, 
wildandwolf.com 



Christmas Tea Towel, £11.50, Pedlars, 128 
Talbot Road W11 1JA, pedlars.co.uk 


Wild & World Literary Transport The Great 
Gatsby Mug £7.95, wildandwolf.com 
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Natuml Stone Steps 

in Portland and York Stone 


Enhance the value 
and stature of 
your home 




Call us for a 
free estimate 


02077 334455 
07940 334455 


www.naturalstonecompany.co.uk 
Riven Yorkstone Paving Stockist 


St©tw- ^ CerowlC/ 


WAREHOUSE 



STONE AND CERAMIC WAREHOUSE 
51/55 STIREING ROAD, 

CHISWICK W3 8DJ 

EXTENSIVE EREE PARKING 


020 8993 5545 

CAEE EOR A COPY OP 
OUR NEW BROCHURE 
www.sacw.co.uk 
OPEN 7 DAYS 



Crawford & Gray 
Architects 


Iff 


...specialists in the refurbishment 
and extension of listed buildings 

We offer the complete service: 

♦ Architectural Design 

♦ Planning 

♦ Interior Design 

♦ Building Construction 

Telephone us for a free 
consultation 
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Interior decorator Sera Hersham-Loftus has long been the ‘little 
black book’ designer for pop stars and private clients, attracted by 
her seductive boudoir style and informal design ethos. Now she’s 
written Seductive Interiors (£29.99, Cico Books). The book takes 
readers on a tour of interiors designed by Sera, including her own 
romantically decorated home, and those belonging to her friends 
including actress Sadie Frost, prima ballerina Naomi Tate, actress 
Frances Ruffelle and her daughter, the pop idol Eliza Doolittle. 

It’s the perfect coffee table book and must-have Christmas gift for 
those who love vintage style with a rock n roll twist. 
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Nikki wears: Fred^f^a 
Sheepskin Co^C0,^67, 
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Floral fairy tale 


Nikki Tibbies is transforming her Turquoise Island into a winter 
wonderland ready for Christmas, discovers Hannah Ricci 

Photos by Charlie Clift 


B ack in 1994, when Nikki Tibbies 

anxiously put forward a bid to lease 
the now iconic Turquoise Island, 
she had no idea it would become 
the flagship home of a flourishing 
floral empire. Now, 18 years later, 
Nikki Tibbies’ Wild at Heart is an international name 
synonymous with luxury flower design and high- 
class event styling with a second shop on Pimlico 
Road plus concessions in Liberty and Harrods. 

Yet Nikki still lives locally with her family and 
maintains an emotional connection to her roots in 
Westbourne Grove. 

“It all started when 1 did 
the flowers for a friend’s 
wedding. 1 really enjoyed 
it and was unhappy 
in my advertising job, 
so decided to change 
direction,” explains Nikki, 
who took up a lowly paid 
position in a Battersea 
florist to learn on the job 
for six months. 

“1 was living in Notting 
Hill at the time the 
Turquoise Island was 
being built and put a 
tender in for it. 1 used my 
advertising background 
and created moodboards 
to evoke my ideas for the 
feel and look 1 had 
in mind.” 

When Nikki’s bid was 
accepted the hard work 
really began, with daily Sam visits to New Covent 
Garden Flower Market, followed by Gam starts and 
8pm finishes at the shop, seven days a week. “This 
went on for quite a long time,” explains Nikki. “But it 
was great because custom from all of the interesting 
people in the area became its own advertising. 1 was 
really lucky - we received a lot of press because 
it was such a unique building. The wonderful 
community vibe of the area helped a lot too.” 


Team work 

Nikki now employs 28 staff across her stores, head 
office and events team, and is in demand for events 
throughout the UK and overseas, from St Tropez 
to Azerbaijan. Nikki Tibbies’ Wild at Heart is also a 
favourite with many celebrity clients and fashion 
houses including Gucci, Burberry, Jenny Packham 
and Betty Jackson. Her designs can be seen in 
residential homes and retail premises throughout 
London, including Jo Malone stores. Brown’s Hotel 
and Soho House. 

“1 love every kind of event, whether it is an 

intimate dinner party 
or extravagant baroque 
ball for 1,200 guests,” 
she enthuses. “1 love 
weddings too, for that 
special moment in time. 
Every day is different, 
which is perfect for me 
as 1 have a short attention 
span and get bored 
easily.” 

Nikki’s creative talents 
extend to interior design 
as well. Her eye for 
colourful eclectic style 
is being channelled 
through a new homeware 
collection, which is due 
to launch in the four 
shops and online in the 
New Year, with select 
pieces already available 
in the Pimlico store. 

Style savvy customers 
can expect beautiful Rob Ryan vases as well as a 
sumptuous soft furnishings collaboration with textile 
artist, Karen Nicol. 

Nikki also attributes her success to her hard¬ 
working team and the creative minds she brings on 
board. “I’m a strong believer in employing people 
who are better than you. 1 see what people are 
passionate about and encourage them to work to 
their strengths.” »> 
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Changing times 

Nikki has seen the industry change dramatically 
since her early rookie days as a trainee florist. 
“Quality flowers are now much more accessible,” 
she explains. “When 1 first started there was great 
names like Jane Packer, Paula Pryke and Stephen 
Woodhams at the high-end of the industry, but very 
little elsewhere. Now there are far more fabulous 
florists, making good quality flowers available to 
everyone. There’s much more competition and that 
can only be good for the industry.” 

Not all change is good however, and like the 
whole of Westbourne Grove Turquoise Island 
has been hit by the congestion charge extension. 

“It really devastated the area because people 
didn’t come to shop here as much,” admits Nikki. 
“Hopefully over time things will improve and the 
area will become the vibrant place it once was.” 


Festive season 

Christmas at Wild at Heart starts in October when 
the team work on creating a range of festive 
wreathes and bouquets to be deliverd to homes 
across the country. As the big day nears, the team 
offers an exclusive bespoke Christmas service 
to transform the homes of clients for the season. 
From a single door wreath and tree, to a complete 
festive makeover with lights, garlands and table 
decorations - the service is tailored to each client. 

“We work with the style of each home to ensure 
the look is perfectly unique,” explains Nikki. “Last 
year decorations included a wonderfully fragrant 
eucalyptus and lavender garland over a five story 
staircase, while in another house we created a 
hunting lodge theme with tartan decorations, 
oranges and gingerbread.” »> 
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Home for Christmas 

After the busy period in the run-up to Christmas, 
Nikki enjoys relaxed entertaining at home with her 
partner Raymond, his two sons and their brood of 
four rescue dogs. “I look forward to laid-back quality 
time with loved ones,” says Nikki. “We often have 
friends over for drinks on Christmas eve, while on 
Christmas day my godchildren and their parents join 
us for dinner. 1 love to cook.” 

This year Nikki will be decorating her home with 
gold, bronze and copper and different shades of 
green. “1 can’t resist colour too, so I’ll be bringing in 
some teal and burnt orange,” she explains. “1 think 
it’s nice to use heirloom decorations and pieces the 
children have made too.” 

Nikki also favours the natural look - large jugs 
and vases overflowing with long lasting foliage such 
as ivy, eucalyptus and Scots pine. “It is lovely to 
use what is available in the garden or collected on 
walks like pine cones clustered on the table and ivy 
draped over chair backs. A naked tree with lots of 
lights also looks stunning.” And does it all have to 
be the real deal or do faux decorations have a place 
in Nikki Tibbie’s life? “I’m certainly not against fake 
flowers - they can be great quality and incredibly 
useful for big events abroad - but 1 always strive to 
use fresh first.” } 

Nikki Tibbies’ Wiid at Heart 
Turquoise isiand Store 
222 Westbourne Grove 
W11 2RH; 020 7727 3095 
wiidatheart.com. 



How to make your own 
Christmas wreath 


Chris O’Neil, manager at the Turquoise 

Island branch of Nikki Tibbies’ Wild at Heart, 

shares his tops tips for creating a fragrant 

festive wreath 

1. To start you’ll need a 12-inch round wire 
frame, black reel wire and damp moss. 
Attach the reel of wire to the frame by 
looping it around several times and tying 
securely. 

2. Cover the frame with moss by taking a 
handful at a time and binding it in place 
with wire. Work your way around the 
frame until it is entirely covered, and feels 
solid and dense. Turn the wreath over, 
trim the wire, tie it to the frame and tuck 
the end into the moss. 

3. Next prepare your material by trimming 
it into 15cm lengths. We used rosemary, 
lavender, eucalyptus and blue pine to 
create a fragrant welcome for guests, 
but anything goes. Consider using 
offcuts from your Christmas tree or dried 
hydrangea heads. 

4. Attach the real wire again and working 
anti-clockwise (or clockwise if you 
are left-handed), make mini bunches 
containing one each of your chosen 
material and bind in place to cover the 
moss. Cover the wire workings with your 
next bunch, ensuring that all sprigs point 
in the same direction. Pay attention to the 
outside edge to cover all of the moss and 
use smaller pieces for the inside of the 
frame, to keep the centre open. 

5. Ensure that different materials are evenly 
spaced throughout the design. The 
wreath should look generous and full. 

Turn the wreath over, trim the wire, tie to 
the frame and tuck the end into the moss. 

6. Attach a length of ribbon using a simple 
cow hitch loop and hang from the top of 
your door using a flat headed nail. 
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Wake Up London 



WINTER 

SALE 

STARTS 

BOXING DAY 
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And so to Bed 

- LONDON - 

591-593 Kings Road, SW6 • 15 Orchard Street, West End,WI 
House of Fraser, Oxford Street, WI • Harrods,Third Floor, SWI 



<jfEMPUR 


MATTRESSES AND PILLOWS 


Showrooms Nationwide • Freephone 0808 144 4343 • andsotobed.co.uk 

Follow on Twitter @And_So_To_Bed • Download our app from the App Store 
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WALTON 

CERAMICS 

OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE 



WALTON CERAMICS 
21 WALTON STREET 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE 
LONDON SW3 2HX 


020 7589 7386 

www.waltonceramics.co.uk 



ALCOVE DESIGNS, makes and installs elegant, bespoke furniture for 
every room in the house, solving all your storage problems. 

From period joinery to contemporary sliding door systems, we build the 
perfect wardrobe, cupboard or bookcase to suit you and your home. 

Built over 23 years, the company has a fine reputation for 
innovative ideas and superb workmanship. 

Our complete service includes drawings and fixed price contracts. 

ALCOVE DESIGNS 

Telephone 020 7585 1481 • info@alcovedesigns.com 

www.alcovedesigns.com 
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Above: 

Dynamic 
interiors by 
Katharine Pooley 


KATHARINE 
POOLEY’S 
TOP THREE 
INTERIORS 
TRENDS 


• This autumn/winter, I iove the 
return to home comforts and 
a move towards rustic iuxe. 

To achieve this feei of cosy 
decadence, induige where you 
can with a little cashmere in 
warm camel tones and burnt 
oranges as well as beautiful 
leather detailing and fireside 
accessories to conjure up 
relaxed evenings spent around 
a log fire. 

• There is a move towards 
seamless blends of beautiful 
antique pieces with modern 
design. Antiques add depth 
and interest to a room and 
are always great conversation 
pieces. 

• More attention is being paid 
to stunning bespoke finishes 
and exquisite surface detailing, 
such as hand-embroidered 
fabrics for curtains and 
dramatic metal finishes. 


katharinepooley. com 


HOME VIEWS 

Katharine Pooley shares her thoughts on 
the latest home trends 


If money were no object, what 
item would you most like to 
buy for your home? 

I would love an Aston Martin for 
the driveway! 

Can you describe the ‘look’ of 
your own home? 

My husband misses the sea, so we 
designed our home to embrace 
the style and feel of the Hamptons - 
we chose a palette of soft and 
tranquil colours inspired by sand 
and water and beautiful seascape 
artwork in order to create an oasis 
and sanctuary for our family. 

What was your childhood 
home like? 

Magical, warm and although 
beautifully decorated; a real family 
home where practicality and comfort 
were most important. When you 
opened a cupboard door 
alas everything fell out - that was 
my father’s way of tidying up! 

Who is the style icon you most 
admire and why? 

Ralph Lauren and Barbara Barry - 
1 admire the effortless, timeless 
elegance of both and 1 aim 
to portray this myself in my own 
presentation and through my work. 


You’re extremely well-travelled, 
what destination is inspiring your 
work at the moment? 

1 am spending a lot of time in the 
Middle East and am inspired by 
the beautiful design style native to 
the region. We recently created a 
beautiful Moroccan room for a private 
villa in Qatar; clusters of lanterns and 
a hanging ottoman were designed 
especially for the space and hung at a 
low level, adding a glamorous touch 
reminiscent of a Moroccan riad. 

Which Kensington bar 
has the most stylish design? 

1 always have a great evening at 
Zuma, whether it is for a business 
dinner or an informal supper with 
my husband and friends. The 
rectangular bar is absolutely stunning; 
the effortlessly sophisticated granite 
and maple design is refined whilst 
remaining relaxed. 

Where do you like to go and relax 
near your SW3 showroom? 

The Mandarin Oriental is the ultimate 
indulgence, the spa is incredibly 
tranquil. 1 love the East meets West 
feel that is captured so beautifully 
and always feel entirely refreshed 
by the mix of traditional Thai and 
Balinese treatments. } 
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PRACTICALLY 

PERFECT! 





LORDS ^ 
NOTTilCHIIl 


T; 020 70 60 5111 E; loixls.sales@loixlsnh.co.uk 

86 WESTBOURNE GROVE LONDON W2 5RT. STORE TEL: 020 7792 2471 



50,000 PRODUCTS. AWARD WINNING SERVICE. ONUNE BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 

WE CHECK PRICES NATIONWIDE 
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Deck the halls 

Decorate your Christmas tree with Hannah Ricci’s 
pick of 12 traditional and quirky baubles 



3D Crown Decoration, £9.95, 
Harrods, Brompton Road SWIX 7XL, 
harrods.com 


Royal Crown Derby Old Imari Bauble, 
£115, Harrods, Brompton Road 
SW1X7XL, harrods.com 


Porcelain Train, £70, Lladrb Boutique, 
194 Piccadilly W1J9EX 
ladro.com 


PinkSequinned Bauble, £5.50, 
House of Fraser, Westfield W12 7GA, 
houseoffraser.co.uk 






Glass Reindeer Bauble, £7.50, 
Joanna Wood, 48a Pimlico Road 
SWl W 8LP, joannawood.co.uk 



Kokeshi Doll Decoration, £3.50, Peter 
Jones, Sloane Square SW1W 8EL, 
johnlewis.com 


Wedgewood Bauble, £25, British 
Museum, Great Russell Street WCl B 
3DG, britishmuseumshoponline.org 



Hand Painted Bear Bauble, £12.95, 
Harrods, Brompton Road SWIX 7XL, 
harrods.com 


Paw and Bone Glass Ornament, 
£12.95, Liberty, Regent Street 
WIB 5AH, liberty.co.uk 


r 



Glass Harley Santa, £6.50, 
Paperchase, 110 Westbourne Grove 
W2 5RU, paperchase.co.uk 


Chocolate Snowman Bauble with 
Sea Salt Caramel Truffles, £6.95, 
prestat.co.uk 



London Royal Guard Glass 
Decoration, £19.95, Liberty, 
Regent Street W1B 5AH, liberty.co.uk 
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KENSINGTON IMAGING 

Unique Photography & filming 

Book your photo session today for your 
personalised Christmas* cards order. 

(prices from £2.60 per card, min order applies) 


Subscribe online 
and get 10% off your 1st order 

( offer valid until 31/12/12 only - code HILL 12) 


A fun and unique experience. Treat yourself and your 
loved ones with beautiful photography and filming. 

Also: 

Children Birthday parties Plioto St filming clubs for children ^ adults hvents 
Corporate - Studio ^ Residential 


T. 020 7993 6527 


WWW. kensingtonimaging.co.uk 
info@kensingtonimaging.co.uk infS^' 



The iconic Beach Blanket Babylon, BBB as it is 
affectionally known locally, has been an 
institution since its inception in 1990. Famous for its 
delicious cocktails, al fresco dining and opulent 
parties, BBB epitomises the very best of Cool 
Britannia in an environment of unadulterated 
decadence. 

The magnificent Ballroom, Notting Hill's best kept 
secret, is the ideal space for exclusive parties, 
private dining and decadent Grand Banquets. 
With the new Winter lunch and dinner menus as 
well as the BBBrunch offering now available, BBB 
continues to excite and push the bar. 

Christmas at BBB is a magical time so make sure 
you book your festive parties early. 

020 7229 2907 


BEACH BLANKET BABYLON 

NOTTING HILL - SHOREDITCH 
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This month... 

Rose Prince’s delicious 
treats can now be bought 
in a Harrods Hamper. 

We can’t wait to get our 
hands on The Rose Prince 
Collection, £125, this 
ristmas. Plus we have 
been sampling the best 
mince pies and chatting to 
chef Stevie Parle about his 
l^est adventure. 
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THERE ARE MOMENTS IN LIFE WHEN 
EVERYTHING COMES TOGETHER PERFECTLY. 
THANKFULLY, WE’RE IN A POSITION TO BOTTLE IT. 



Available at Berry Bros. & Rudd £48.50 
www.bbr.com 


THE 

not GLENROTHES 

o EST- reTease 1879 X 
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Share responsibly www.theglenrol 
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Festive appetisers 

Indulge foodie types this Christmas with our pick of the tastiest gifts 



Nutcracker Biscuit Tin, £30, 
Biscuiteers, 194 Kensington Park 
Road W11 2ES, biscuiteers.com 


Waitrose Christmas Belgian 
Chocolate Assortment, £8.99, 
waitrose.com 


Beaded Christmas Bell, £22, 
Godiva, 192 King’s Road SW3 5XP, 
020 7351 6427, godiva.com 


Carluccios Panettone Tradizionale, 
£16.95,108 Westbourne Grove 
W2 5RU, carluccios.com 



Sipsmith Sloe Gin, £22.95, Lea & 
Sandeman, 211 Kensington Church 
Street W8 7LX, 020 7221 1982 


Ultimate Christmas Table Hamper, £500, Daylesford Organic Farmshop 
and Cafe, 208-212 Westbourne Grove W11 2RH, 020 7313 8050, 
daylesfordorganic.com 


Remy Martin XO Gold, £130, 
Majestic Wine, 

166 Campden Hill Road W8 7AS 



Piper-Heidsieck Rare Brut 2002, 
£160, Selfridges, 400 Oxford Street 
WIAIAB, selfridges.com 


Red Crown Stilton Jar, £28, 
Fortnum & Mason, 181 
Piccadilly W1AIFR 


Melt’s St Nicholas with a Golden 
Halo, £1,500, 59 Ledbury Road Wll 
2AA, meltchocolates.com 


Kitchenaid Artisan Raspberry Ice 
Stand Mixer, £429, 
houseoffraser.co.uk 
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Sianhope 

Gardens 


Millennium 

Hotd 






11 Free bottle of wine 
'i ■ with two main courses 

when you quote “Delmonico” 

Available until end of January 2013 


STEAKHOUSE 

Celebrate Christmas at 
Green Door on 
Gloucester Road 

Serving a new Meat Locker menu featuring a 
12oz Tillyfour Farm T-Bone, l4oz Delmonico 
Ribeye and a lOoz Rump Pave 


152 Gloucester Road, South Kensington, SW7 4TD 
Book a table: 020 7373 2010 
www.greendoorsteakhouse.co.uk 
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Christmas Parties on the Thames 

Celebrate the festive season on London’s most stylish river cruiser 


♦ *♦ 


m 

p 


Christmas party packages include: 

• Four hour river cruise 

• Glass of sparkling wine on arrival 

• Unlimited beer, wine and soft drinks 

• Delicious three course meal 

• Coffee and mince pies 

• Disco and DJ 


To book your shared or exclusive Christmas party, call 0871 222 4002 * 
or email barracuda@londoneye.com 


*Calls cost lOp per minute plus network extras. 


London Eye i 

Barracuda 
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Tom Parker Bowles 

Ghost of Christmas past 

Why turkey isn’t a gift from our anoestors 



‘Before the Victorians came along the 
Christmas spread was a proper affair: 
heads of boars, roast geese, sides of ox...’ 


Christmas. Time of tinsel, Tiny Tim 
and Tia Maria. The greatest holiday of 
the year, a holly-crowned respite from 
the dreary rigours of everyday life. 

An opportunity to feast too, gathering 
friends and family around the festive 
table. It’s a chance to push out the 
gravy boat and create a banquet 
seared in the memory long after the 
last sprout is gone. What, then, do we 
choose to celebrate this momentous 
occasion? A vast rib of beef perhaps, 
carved into pink, tissue-paper thin 
slices? A brace of roast chickens, 
burnished gold and bursting with 
juice? A great leg of lamb, garlanded 
with rosemary and studded with garlic? 

Nope, forget all of the above. As 
a nation we plump for turkey. That 
great hulking, bland idiot of a bird. A 
beast we studiously avoid for the other 
364 days, only to resurrect it for what 
is supposed to be the highpoint of 
the culinary year. It’s little more than 
barely chewable depression, great 
expanses of dreary white meat. That 
is, if you’re lucky enough to actually 
have it cooked. Most of the time, the 
breast resembles a particularly arid 
desert, while the legs stay resolutely 
raw. Chuck in the ghastly Christmas 
pudding and you have a meal you 
wouldn’t force upon your greatest foe. 

1 blame the Victorians. Before they 
came along with their steam engines 
and naughty postcards, the Christmas 
spread was a proper affair. Heads 
of boars, roasted geese, sides of ox, 
flagons of ale. Real feasting, devoured 
by bearded men and dainty ladies. 
Turkey, on the other hand, is little 
more than a precocious American 
arriviste, gobbling its way onto royal 
tables and filtering down through the 
land until it became the Christmas 
meat of choice. 

1 have little problem with all the 
trimmings, they were always the best 
bit. The plump chipolatas wrapped in 
bacon, golden roast potatoes and pert 
Brussels sprouts. The only plus point of 
turkey was that those great wide slices 
offered perfect fork support for all 
those wonderful second tier players. 


But perhaps I’m being harsh. 
Though I’d still argue the vast 
majority of turkeys are flavour-free 
non-entities, there are a few suppliers 
that impress. Like Paul Kelly and his 
deeply respectable Kelly Bronzes 
(kellyturkeys.co.uk). They have a 
fine texture and excellent flavour and 
can be found in serious butchers, 
ranging from Lidgates (lidgates.com) 
in Holland Park to Randalls in Fulham 
and Frank Godfrey (godfreys.co) 
in Highbury. Copas (copasturkeys. 
co.uk) are equally high-class and 
can be bought online, or through 
Harvey Nichols (harveynichols.com) 
or Selfridges (Selfridges.com). The 


Bourbon Red Turkey from Fortnum 
and Mason (fortnumandmason. 
com) is supposed to be rather special 
too. 1 also hear fine things about the 
turkeys from Johnson and Swarbrick 
Qandsgoosnargh.co.uk) and Bramble 
Farm (bramblefarm.co.uk). 

So it’s not all bad. Faced with any of 
the above, Christmas lunch can be just 
about decent. But 1 still can’t compare 
even the finest turkey to proper beef, 
goose or chook. This year, then, throw 
so-called ‘tradition’ in the bin and 
embrace old England once more. Stuff 
turkey, go for a beast you actually 
enjoy and make Christmas lunch a 
time of genuine Yuletide cheer. } 


December 2012 I The Hill 45 








Devour delicious recipes from Paul A Young and Mary Berry 
and sample the best mince pies on offer this Christmas 


Mary Berry’s frangipane 
mince pies 

A twist on a Christmas favourite. You 
will need deep mince pies tins for 18 
pies and a 6.5cm cutter. 

Makes 18 

Ingredients 

Pastry 

175g plain flour 

75g butter, cut into cubes 

25g icing sugar 

1 large egg, beaten 

Frangipane 

10Og butter, softened 
lOOg caster sugar 

2 large eggs 

10Og ground almonds 
1 level tbsp plain flour 
1/2 tsp almond extract, or to taste 

Filling and topping 

just under 1 x 41 Og jar mincemeat, 
flavoured with about 2 tbsp brandy 
a few flaked almonds 
apricot jam to glaze 
lemon juice 


Method 

Preheat the oven to 200C/fan 180C/ 
gas mark 6. 

1. To make the pastry, measure 
the flour, butter and icing sugar 
into a food-processor bowl, then 
process until the mixture resembles 
breadcrumbs. Pour in the beaten egg 
and pulse the blade until the dough 
starts to form a ball. Knead lightly, 
wrap and chill for about 30 minutes if 
the pastry is not firm enough to roll. 

2. To make the frangipane, put the 
butter and sugar into the unwashed 
processor and blend until soft and 
creamy. Scrape down the sides, add 
the eggs and continue to process. 
Don’t worry if the mixture looks 
curdled at this stage. Add the ground 
almonds, flour and almond extract, 
and mix briefly. 

3. Roll the pastry out thinly on a lightly 
floured work surface and cut into 18 

X 6.5cm circles. Use to line the tins. 
Spoon a teaspoon of mincemeat 
into each tartlet and top with the 
frangipane mixture. There is no need 
to spread the mixture flat as it will level 
out in the oven (but do not overfill the 
tins). Sprinkle a few flaked almonds 
on top. 

4. Bake in the preheated oven for 
15-17 minutes, watching carefully. 
Remove from the tins and allow to 


cool a little on a wire rack. 

5. Dilute the apricot jam with a little 
lemon juice or water and bring to the 
boil. Brush each warm tartlet with 
glaze. Like traditional mince pies, 
these are best served warm. 
Variation: If you want to make a large 
tart, you can use the exact quantity 
above to fill a 23cm loose-bottomed 
tin, which will take about 25 minutes 
in the preheated oven. 

Preparing ahead 

Complete to the end of stage 4 up to 
3 days ahead. Refresh in a moderate 
oven at 180C/fan 160C/gas 4 for 
8-10 minutes, then glaze. Freeze the 
mince pies at the end of stage 4. 

Thaw at room temperature for 2-3 
hours. Warm through in the oven as 
above, then glaze. 

Aga: Bake directly on the floor of the 
oven for about 8 minutes to brown 
the pastry bases. Turn around and 
slide the tin onto the grid shelf on the 
floor of the oven for 6-8 minutes until 
well-risen and golden brown. You 
may need the cold plain shelf on the 
second set of runners if they’re getting 
too brown. 

Mary Berry’s Christmas Collection, 
Headline Publishing Group, £18.99 


46 The Hill I December 2012 



Heavenly mince pies 

We’ve tested the top mince pies this Christmas 
so you don’t have to. Make sure you read our list 
before you buy. 


Waitrose All Butter Mini 
Mince Pies, £3.29 for 12 (buy 
2 for £5 until 11 December). 
Our verdict: ‘Really fruity, 
distinct flavours’, ‘firm pastry 
and perfect filing’. 

Score: 3/5 


Fortnum & Mason 
Christmas Mince Pies 
Medley, £15.95 for 6. 

Our verdict: ‘Good, although a 
little sickly and too much filling’, 
‘deliciously crumbly, nice with a 
dusting of icing sugar’. 

Score: 3/5 


The Co-operative Truly 
Irresistible Buttercrust 
Mince Pies, £2 for 6. 

Our verdict: ‘Nice hint of 
alcohol and the sweetness is 
just right’, ‘the filling inside is 
soft yet distinct’. 

Score: 3/5 


Marks and Spencer Iced 
Top Mince Pies, £2.49 for 6. 
Our verdict: ‘A little synthetic’, 
‘the icing on top is a nice 
twist’. 

Score: 3/5 


Morrisons Deep Filled 
Mince Pies, £2 for 6. 

Our verdict: ‘A little bland and 
lacking in flavour’. 

Score: 3/5 


Winner 

Harrods: Limited 
Edition Orange & 
Cointreau Mince 
Pies, £9.95 for 6. 
Our verdict: 

‘Quite boozy’, 
‘flavoursome’. 
Score: 4/5 


Aztec spiced truffles 


The Aztecs drank copious amounts of 
cocoa in a cold, frothy form flavoured 
with cinnamon, chilli and nutmeg. 
Today, Paul A Young makes his Aztec 
hot chocolate in the same way, using 
water instead of milk or cream and 
by infusing warming spices into the 
liquid. This recipe for a spiced truffle 
is also water-based. 


Makes about 40 truffles 


Ingredients 

1/2 cinnamon stick 

1/4 tsp chilli powder 

1/2 fresh nutmeg, grated 

75g light muscovado sugar 

200g African 85% dark chocolate, 

broken into pieces 

For coating: 

150g cocoa powder 
1 tsp ground cinnamon 
1/2 tsp grated fresh nutmeg 
250g 70%) dark chocolate, tempered 


Method 

1. Put 200ml water in a pan with the 
cinnamon stick, chilli, nutmeg and 
sugar, bring to the boil and simmer 
for 5 minutes. Strain on to the 
chocolate in a bowl and whisk well 
until smooth. Set aside to cool, then 
refrigerate for at least 1 hour. 

2 . Combine the cocoa powder and 
spices in a medium-size bowl, mixing 
well. 

3. Roll the ganache between your 
fingertips until you have even-sized 
spheres. Now dip your hands into the 
tempered chocolate and carefully roll 
each truffle in your hands until fully 
coated. As you coat one, immediately 
roll it through the cocoa mixture and 
leave to set fully. 


Adventures with Chocolate by Paul 
A Young, Kyle Books, £14.99 
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From simple suppers to exotic concoctions, savour Kat Hopps’ 
pick of the best cookbooks out this Christmas 


JAMIE’S 


Jamie’s 15 Minute Meals 

Jamie Oliver 

Penguin 
£26 

If you thought Jamie Oliver’s 30- 
minute meals was revolutionary, 
think again: his latest book, Jamie’s 
15-Minute Meals, pushes fast-food 
cooking to its limit. The chef turned 
food crusader is on a mission to bring quick, 
delicious and nutritious food to the tables of busy 
people. It’s a book that should appeal to students, 
busy mums and dinner party hosts alike, such is 
its versatility. The recipes are divided into simple 
chapters, like chicken and pasta, and Jamie covers 
classic dishes such as Beef Stroganoff alongside 
Asian, Mexican and Moroccan inspired street food. 
There is a helpful utensil list at the beginning of 
each recipe and the simple layout and beautiful 
food photography will have your mouth watering 
with the turn of each page. 


Nigellissima 

Nigella Lawson 

Chatto & Windus 
£26 

Perfectly timed to coincide with the 
dawn of winter evenings, a time for 
hearty stews and buttery puddings. 


Nigella Lawson’s newest cookbook, Nigellissima, is 
a love note to Italian cookery. As with her previous 
books, the domestic goddess’ recipes are speedy, 
straight-forward and oh so tempting. You will find 
pasta and vegetable side dishes aplenty, but, surely 
the crowning glory of any Nigella cookbook, are the 
sumptuous desserts, perfect for the bakers amongst 
you. Our favourites are Chocolate Salame, Italian 
Christmas Pudding Cake and Struffoli - small dough 
balls rolled in honey - yummy! 


Jerusalem 

Yotam Ottolenghi and Sami 
Tamimi 

Ebury Press 
£27 

Jerusalem: the capital of Israel and 
a place so often associated with 
conflict. Now, Yotam Ottolenghi and 
Sami Tamimi, the men behind best¬ 
selling vegetarian cookbook. Plenty, want to inspire 
you with thoughts of great food instead. Jerusalem 
presents 120 accessible and tasty recipes including 
beautiful dips, salads and savoury pastries, like their 
sweet filo cigars. The beef meatballs with broad 
beans and lemon and cod cakes in tomato sauce 
are just a couple of mentions - you’ll want to try 
them all. Incorporating stand-alone sections about 
the region’s famed dishes, history and culture makes 
this a wonderful read in itself, but this is really the 
perfect cookbook for that person who has already 
tried everything else. 


The Kitchen Diaries II 

Nigel Slater 

Fourth Estate 
£30 

Nigel Slater has a wonderful 
talent: he knows exactly what 
we like to eat and when we 
like to eat it. The author of the 
hugely acclaimed Kitchen Diaries 
has returned with a companion book that oozes 
desirability - and cookability - by the bucketload. 
For The Kitchen Diaries II, Nigel has compiled daily 
diary entries of the food he has bought, prepared 
and eaten throughout the year. It’s like you’ve been 
handed a weekly shopping list with all the recipes 
planned for you. With over 300 simple but delicious 
seasonal recipes, gorgeous food imagery and easy 
instructions, this is the perfect cookbook for 
stress-free weekday recipes or for the novice cook. } 


Spice Trip 

Stevie Parle & Emma Grazette 

Square Peg 
£20 

Add extra zing to your cooking with 
award-winning chef Steve Parle 
and spice expert Emma Grazette. 

The duo have been on a wonderful 
odyssey across the globe to discover the tasty 
secrets and therapeutic benefits of cooking with 
spices. Covering black pepper in Cambodia, chillies 
in Mexico, cinnamon in India, cloves in Zanzibar, 
cumin in Turkey and nutmeg in Grenada, the 
book provides simple, fresh dishes which should 
demystify what spices to use where and when. 

A fantastic book for adventurous cooks or lovers 
of strong flavours, these exciting recipes will not 
disappoint. Complimenting each chapter is an 
educational rules and therapies section, plus lovely 
images of the dishes and local people the pair 
encountered at each destination. 
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Miele 


Book yourself onto a Miele 
Creative Living oourse now 
and well teach you the art of 
planning ahead, a host of iabour 
saving tips and tricks and the 
perfect drinks to serve on every 
occasion. 


Creative Cooking at Christmas 

• How to get prepared well in advance 

• Cooking things together in your 
appliances to save space 

• The art of tinning - and how your 
appliances can help 

• Cooking beef and turkey to perfection. 


Christmas Sensations 

• A hands-on exploration of the world 
of festive wines, aperitifs, toddies, 
port and after dinner drinks 

• Taste a wide range of wines and 
discover the art of wine-pairing 

• Try your hand at making some 
show-stopping Christmas cocktails 

• Receive a full pack of tasting notes, 
a wine and food matching book and 
a pair of Riedel glasses. 


Don’t iet stress in the kitchen 
ruin your Christmas. 


Book your place now at 

www.miele.co.uk/creativeliving 
or call 0845 337 7033 


Miele 
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Alastair Little 

THE FESTIVE FEAST 

Turkey is traditional but there are many more 
options for Christmas dinner 


Bored with serving turkey for Christmas? I am not. 

I never had it as a kid as my father would not eat it, 
nor chicken for that matter, so our Christmas dinner 
was always a roast loin of pork and perfectly fine 
it was. However, turkey was what 1 wanted: it was 
what other people had and it was what 1 thought 
we should have had. It must be pointed out that in 
the mid 50s when 1 was a boy, turkey was only just 
becoming a cheap, mass-produced, commonplace 
foodstuff instead of an expensive delicacy. To me it 
seemed rather trendy, if not downright exotic. To this 
day, the traditional turkey feast, with all the trimmings, 
is a part of my Christmas and will remain so. 

From the beginning of December, for collection 
on the two days before Christmas, Tavola will be 
offering a traditional Christmas menu, with small 
French turkeys and all the trimmings, including 
gravy and our special stuffing, foie gras, chestnut 
soup and other goodies 

However, having been asked to suggest 
alternatives to the classic seasonal feast, 1 have 
two avenues open for changes. One is to simply 
substitute another roast for the turkey; goose 
is a possibility and when cooked with care is 
undeniably delicious. However, there are problems 
with this king of all roast birds - it is prohibitively 
expensive and you will need one bird for every 
four or five adults. To fit two or more geese in your 
oven might be a challenge and it is technically 
difficult to cook well and needs frequent turning, a 
job that requires considerable caution. Lastly it is a 
complete sod to carve - not for the faint hearted. 

Roast duck is cheaper, smaller and easier to 
handle, equally delicious, perhaps more so, and 
comparably difficult to carve. It is probably my 
favourite roast of all. Please do not serve it rare in 
the French manner - this is not for us and definitely 
not appropriate for Christmas. Roast loin of high 
quality pork, trimmed into a rack with the crackling 
cooked separately, is an elegant and satisfying 
centrepiece to your meal. 

Roasting a gammon is an adventure for the 
cook but an ideal solution for more than 20 guests. 
Although not difficult technically, it takes time and 
requires a certain amount of physical effort, but 
family and guests will be awestruck, incredulous 
and salivating. It is a four-day cooking process and 
requires a large enough pan to accommodate the 
leg and enough water to cover it. The first day is 
a soaking in frequent changes of water. On the 
second, the gammon is simmered in an aromatic 
stock and left to cool, still immersed overnight. 
Taken out early on Christmas Eve, it will need a 



day in a refrigerator to firm up, and on the morning 
of Christmas day, will need skinning, glazing 
and roasting for an hour or so. 1 am not trying to 
deter you, just simply highlighting that planning is 
required. Cooking times and glaze information is 
readily available on the internet if you want to try it. 

The other avenue is more iconoclastic - ditching 
the roast altogether. 1 produce a Boxing Day beef 
casserole, spiced with cinnamon, cloves, star anise 
and black pepper and cooked with red wine - a 
case could be made for calling the dish ‘mulled 
beef. It can be served on Christmas day with 
mashed potatoes, shredded black cabbage and a 
large Rhone wine. Once you have bitten the bullet 
there is no limit to what could be served, providing 
the dishes are seasonal, hearty and sufficiently 
special to be part of a celebratory occasion. } 
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St Paul's Church & 
Jumeriah Carlton Tower Hotel 
Knightsbridge, 7pm, 
Monday 3 December 2012 


Join Breast Cancer Care for a magical evening of Carols 
by Candlelight and Champagne Supper 


★ Seasonal readings from celebrities ★ Festive carols and special musical performances 
Continue the festivities after the carol service at an intimate Champagne Supper 

in the elegant Jumeirah Carlton Tower Hotel 


■* 


Tickets for the Carols by Candlelight and Champagne Supper are £140 
Tickets for the Champagne Supper only are £115 



For more information visit 
www.breastcancercare.org.uk/carols 
To book tickets please call 0845 092 0806 



All money raised from this special event will help Breast Cancer Care continue to support 
over 500,000 people living with breast cancer in the UK. 


Calligraphy by Betty Soldi Registered charity in England & Wales 1017658. Registered charity in Scotland SC038104. 
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Eating out 

Before he begins feasting on turkey and 
mince pies Alexander Larman visits two 
stylish openings 


The Shed 

122 Palace Gardens Terrace 
W8 4RT; 020 7229 4024 
theshed-restaurant.com 
Food: ***** 

Atmosphere: ***** 

Visiting a restaurant on Halloween is 
always a tricky business. The ghouls 
and goblins roaming the streets in 
packs can often be encountered at 
front of house, with the unsmiling 
and taciturn service, in some lesser 
places, as frightening as any devilish 
apparition. Thankfully, heading to 
Notting Hill’s latest and greatest 
opening. The Shed, didn’t offer any 
frights except how good this stylish 
little place is. 

Situated on the site of the not-that- 
lamented Ark, it’s the brainchild 
of the Gladwin brothers, who are, 
respectively, a farmer, a restaurateur 
and a chef; all have combined their 
enviable pool of talents to produce 
something very special. Walking into 
the bar area, the first thing you’re 
struck by is that they’ve managed to 
make something fresh and vibrant out 
of that old standby, the ‘reclaimed 


vintage chic’ vibe. Wherever you look, 
there’s something fun and original, 
whether it’s the barrels doubling as 
tables or the pieces of farm equipment 
merrily dotted around the place. 

Obviously if the food wasn’t up to 
scratch none of this would matter, but 
with Oliver Gladwin in the kitchen, 
it’s very much a delight for the palette 
as well as the eyes. The menu’s 
constantly changing depending on 
what’s in season (much of the food, 
as well as a really excellent Sauvignon 
Blanc, comes from the family’s farm 
in Sussex) and so dishes that you 
may encounter include a pork and 
apple Wellington, ‘lamb chips’ with 
harissa, spiced meatballs with black 
cabbage or panfried goat’s cheese 
with hazelnuts and honey. The only 
thing that you can guarantee is that it’ll 
be lovely. 

Staff (one of whom is a Gladwin 
girlfriend, keeping it in the family) 
are genuinely friendly and engaged, 
making this one of the nicest places 
in this area we’ve been to in ages. If I 
could eat at one restaurant every day 
for the next month, I think that this 
might well be it. 



Apero 

2 Harrington Road 
SWT 3ER; 020 7591 4410 
aperorestaurantandbar.com 
Food: ***** 

Atmosphere: ***** 

The brand new Ampersand Hotel 
offers its guests all the elegance 
and class a boutique establishment 
should. However in its basement lurks 
something that, in its modest way, 
is something of a revelation. Apero 
restaurant isn’t just the best place that 
I’ve visited for ages, it’s also incredibly 
sensibly priced for its excellent food 
and wine. Currently modestly busy, 
it will soon be packed to the rafters 
when word gets out to local denizens 
about its arrival. 

The decor is something of a surprise. 
As far from the standard beige luxury 
as can be, there’s a funkier and more 
urban feel (all white metro tiles and 
exposed lights) that surely owes 
something to Russell Norman’s hugely 
successful Polpo restaurants. Where it 
scores over Norman’s establishments, 
however, is that it trades their frenetic 
20-something cool for a place where 
anyone from grandma to grandson 
would be happy to dine. 

The menu offers an eclectic 
variety of Mediterranean tapas, 
predominantly leaning towards 
Italy but with notes of Greece, Spain 
and Morocco in places. Highlights 
included Serrano ham ‘mikados’, 
narrow filo pastry straws with melt-in- 
your-mouth ham, saffron croquettas 
with saffron mayonnaise, beef onglet 
with harissa and baby gem, and 
heritage tomato salad. Everything we 
ate was truly first-class; head chef Chris 
Golding knows what he is doing. 

Make sure you treat yourself to one 
of the fine cocktails. We began with a 
couple of Inigo J’s, nodding to Apero’s 
location near the V&A, and the 
combination of Earl Grey-infused gin, 
sherry and spiced sugar was divine. 

We shall be back, very soon - and 
hope the queues aren’t too massive. 
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Around the world 

Dock Kitchen’s Stevie Parle has travelled a long way from his 
Ladbroke Grove restaurant on his latest culinary adventure, 
discovers Emily Paine 


I t’s been just over a year since I last 

interviewed Stevie Parle and if it’s possible, 
this year seems to have been even busier 
than the last. When we last spoke, he was 
just settling into running his restaurant. 
Dock Kitchen (a glorious chrome, glass 
and open-kitchen space 
in Ladbroke Grove 
serving distinguished 
international fare), 
was perfecting the bar 
downstairs, had written 
a cookbook, was the 
weekly food writer for 
The Telegraph and was 
juggling all that with 
having a young family. 

This time round, he’s 
essentially keeping all 
those balls in the air. The 
restaurant is still thriving, 
he still loves his weekly 
column, his wife is 
expecting another baby 
and he has a new book 
coming out. Plus he has 
also filmed a TV series, 
and is shortly moving 
house. “Maybe next year 
will be less manic,” he 
says, “but maybe not.” 

The television series 
is one he originally pitched to Channel 4. They 
tweaked it a little and then Stevie and his co¬ 
presenter Emma Grazette filmed the whole thing 
in a matter of months. The title of the series. Spice 
Trip, speaks for itself. “1 wanted to address people’s 
nervousness about cooking with spices, when 
actually spices are an easy way to make your food 
taste great,” Stevie explains. “If you understand how 
to use them, you can make everyday things quite 
exciting.” Each of the episodes covers a single spice 
and its country of origin, and aims to discover as 
much as possible about it from the people who 
grow and use them every day. “We went to Turkey 
for the cumin, Zanzibar for cloves, Mexico for 


chillies, Grenada for nutmeg, Kerala for cinnamon 
and Cambodia for black pepper,” says Stevie. “Each 
country was chosen because the spice was from 
there or produced there, and more importantly 
because it was culturally important.” 

In Cambodia, for example, during the savage 
dictatorship of Pol Pot 
that saw the massacre 
of over two million 
Cambodians, the Khmer 
Rouge destroyed the 
black pepper plantations, 
insisting that rice 
must be grown in its 
place. “They’ve started 
replanting the plantations 
although they’re nowhere 
near pre-revolution 
levels - it’s like they’re 
re-building Cambodia,” 
Stevie explains. “My 
co-presenter had a 
different angle on the 
spices - she’s interested 
in how they’re used in 
therapies and cosmetics. 
In Cambodia for a month 
after childbirth a woman 
is given a rich stew with 
pork and peppercorns. 
They believe that after 
having a baby it’s cold 
for the mother and peppercorns heat you up. It’s a 
strong tradition, even in urban, modern places.” 

Filming in Grenada, known as The Spice Island 
for its export of nutmeg, took place following the 
Olympics, after Kirani James returned victorious 
with Grenada’s first Olympic gold medal. “It was 
fantastic, there was a real celebration atmosphere,” 
says Stevie. “It’s a tiny country, only 100,000 people. 
Nutmeg is a really important national ingredient, it’s 
on the national flag, and when Kirani James won 
his medal he kissed the nutmeg emblem on his shirt 
So this saying evolved: ‘Respect the nutmeg,’ and 
ever3Awhere we went people were saying it.” 

Stevie seems to have taken the new experience 
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Tve tried to show different 
ways of using the spices 
so you’ll have a broader 
understanding of how to 
apply them to your cooking’ 


of presenting a television series in his stride and 
says he wasn’t nervous, but admits: “I found it 
stressful. I’m used to being the boss of my restaurant 
and writing books on my own so this was much 
more collaborative.” And the potential prospect 
of recognition and stratospheric celebrity chef 
stardom? Now he regards me warily. “Well, even if 
a million people watch it, that’s a tiny percentage of 
everyone in the country. So it’s not really going to 
do anything. And 1 live in London, not in some tiny 
village where everyone knows who 1 am.” Fair point. 
“So I’m not really fazed by that.” 

Filming involved moving across 
multiple locations in a country 
before briefly returning to 
London and then flying out 
again. “It was an incredibly 
intense couple of months,” 
says Stevie. “Shoots are 
short because that’s how 
TV works. It was hard 
on my wife, because 
she was quite heavily 
pregnant, and my son. 

The language barrier 
was more isolating 
than 1 thought it would 
be. But then there were 
many highs as well. It was 
an awesome trip and it’ll be 
a fantastic TV show. I’m very 
proud of it. It was an ambitious 
project - a lot of travel and research 
- it’s not a baking show,” he says without 
rancour. 

The book he’s written to go with the series has 
recipes from all around the globe, some from the 
countries they filmed in and others from beyond. 
“I’ve tried to show different ways of using the spices 
so you’ll have a broader understanding of how to 
apply them to your cooking,” he explains. “It’s much 
more commercial than my other books because 
the recipes are all supermarket-friendly, which 
I’m not used to.” He looks momentarily mildly 
distasteful. “1 don’t shop in supermarkets so 1 don’t 
see why anybody else does. 1 thought it would be 
frustrating because my food’s all about ingredients 
and restricting that seemed difficult, but 1 enjoyed 
the challenge, seeing what you can make.” It’s a 
whole new insight into the mind of the chef, or this 
particular chef, when you realise that shopping at 


a supermarket 
is uncharted 
territory. 

On the restaurant 
front, he’s been 
building up his 
relationship with the 
suppliers so he can get 
his ingredients exactly 
how he likes them. “They 
know how long 1 like my beef 
hung for, things like that,” he shrugs. 
Admittedly, even at its best, a supermarket probably 
isn’t going to be customising its meat-hanging times 
to suit individual customers. 

As for plans in the pipeline, he sounds 
characteristically vague, which it has become 
clear, indicate nothing whatsoever about the 
size of his plans or the likelihood that they will 
be executed. Another TV series perhaps? A non- 
commital murmur. Maybe another book? “Mmm, 1 
like writing.” Which means this time next year who 
knows. But it’s bound to be big, because there’s no 
stopping Stevie Parle, however casually he seems to 
pull everything off. } 

Spice Trip by Stevie Parie and Emma Grazette is 
pubiished in hardback, priced £20. Spice Trip can 
be seen on More4 from mid-November 
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SINCE 1770 


EXCHANGE YOUR VALUABLE ASSETS FOR LOANS OF UP TO 
£1 MILLION IN PREPARATION FOR THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD 

VICTORIA FLEET STREET KENSINGTON EDGWARE ROAD 

084 4692 4990 020 7583 8257 020 7591 3974 020 7723 8461 



BUTTONS & ROBERTSONS 

PAWNBROKERS OF DISTINCTION 
LONDON 1770 

www.suttonsandrobertsons.com 


YOUR ITEM IS REQUIRED AS SECURITY. CUSTOMERS MUST BE OVER 18. 




“realise your fashion dreams 
for less, in Bayswater” 




Women's Look 
Jacket: MSGM £429 
Dress: Fendi £449 
Bag: Gucci £1,139 
Bangle: Roberto Cavalli £165 
Shoes: Sergio Rossi £349 


E&A Moda brings a wide choice of the 
best Italian and International designers, 
including Moncler, Prada, Gucci, 
Christian Dior, Yves Saint Laurent and 
Fendi amongst many others, to the heart 
of Bayswater. Set within the Whiteley's 
Shopping Centre (1st Floor) since 2001, 
they have become one of West London's 
'best-kept secrets'; the largest multi- 
brand luxury goods outlet selling items 
at an even more affordable price. 

Allow their experienced sales assistants 
to help you realise your fashion dreams 
for less, and for those wanting a more 
radical wardrobe change, take advan¬ 
tage of their personal shopper service. 
Quote ‘THEFIILLOr to receive a further 
*10% off during the month of December. 
Who said luxury fashion isn't for every¬ 
one. 

Whiteleys Shopping Centre, 1st Floor 
Queensway, Bayswater 
London 
W2 4YN 

www.enamoda.com 

* Not to be used in conjunction with other promotions 
and excluding further reduced items. 


Men’s Look 

Jacket: Etro £629 

Shirt: Borrelli £149 

Jumper: Brunello Cucinelll £209 

Belt: Dolce & Gabbana £130 

Jeans: Dolce & Gabbana £239 

Shoes: Prada £249 


E&A MODA 

LUXURY FOR LESS 
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This month... 

Velvety red lips are the 
perfect way to transform 
your look for the party 
season and we love Organic 
Glam’s brand new Burgundy 
Shimmer Lip Plump, £17.95 
" "'(organicglam.com). We also 
have a round-up of the best 
blow-drys in town, tips for 
creating smoky eyes and an 
edit of the best party outfits. 
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(.VORA 

WINTER WANDERER 

I'm not the hibernating type. In winter I like to cycle through 
the frosted landscape and stroll out in the fresh air. With this 
kit I can enjoy the outdoors throughout the snowy season. 


^S7~ 



Cotswold Outdoor 
London - Knightsbridge 

92 Brompton Road, 

London, SW3 lER 

Tel: 0207 225 2833 



% ^ 

CLICK&COLLECT ONLINE 

BUY ONLINE. COLLECT IN STORE. COTSWOLDOUTDOOR.COM 


CALL US 


24HR ORDERLINE 0844 557 7755 
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The beauty edit 

Treat your loved ones to a little pampering this Christmas 






Polaris Recharge Black Pepper Gift Set, 
£57, moltonbrown.co.uk 


Espa Limited Edition Julie Verhoeven 
Scarf and Body Silk Spray, £65, 
espaonline.com 


Marvellous Elowers Gift Set, £59.90, 
L’Occitane, 70 Kensington High Street 
W8 4PE, uk.loccitane.com 


Elemis King of Skin, £25, 
timetospa.co.uk 






Bliss Glow Eirst Class, £195, 
60 Sloane Avenue SW3 3DD, 
blissworld.co.uk 


Mandara Spa Honeymilk Dream Luxury 
Tote Bag, £40, sainsburys.com 


Creme de la Mer Definitive Creme, 
£1150, Harrods, Brompton Road 
SW1X7XL, harrods.com 


Estee Lauder Swarovski Evening Bag 
Collection, £38, houseoffraser.co.uk 



Aromatherpy Associates Ultimate 
Collection, £50, Montpelier Street SW7 
1 EX, aromatherapyassociates.com 


Chantecaille Trio, £65, Space NK, 
127-131 Westbourne Grove 
W2 4UP, uk.spacenk.com 


Green & Spring Indulging Bird Box, 
£25, greenandspring.com 


Bobbi Brown Bellini Lip and Eye 
Palette, £59, bobbibrown.co.uk 
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The fashion edit 

Indulge the fashionista in your life with our pick of stylish stocking fillers 



London Make-Up Bag, £10, Gath Kidston, 
158 Portobello RoadWll 2EB, 
cathkidston.co.uk 


Travel Wallet, £270, Paul Smith, 120 
Kensington Park Road W11 2PW, 
paulsmith.co.uk 


CH Carolina Herrera Bracelet, £200, 
2-3 Fulham Road, Brompton Cross 
SW7, carolinaherrera.com 


Drake’s Tie, £95, Wolf and Badger, 
46 Ledbury Road W11 2AB, 
wolfandbadger.com 



Bridget Platform Suede Sandal, £250, LK 
Bennett, 1 Kensington Church Street 
W8 4LB, lkbennett.com 


Eddie Borgo Pentagram Ring, £220, 
Matches, 60-64 Ledbury Road 
W11 2AJ, matchesfashion.com 


Blue Credit Card Holder, £95, 
gift-library.com 



Hove Glitter Pouch Bag, 
£195, paulsmith.co.uk 




^aaaaaaaaaaaa^ 
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Derek Rose Silk Handkerchiefs, £40, 
gift-library.com 


Cosmetic Metallic Pouch, £49, Aspinal 
of London, 46 Marylebone High Street 
W1U 5HQ, aspinaloflondon.com 


Mulberry Star Charm Necklace, £146, 
Matches, 60-64 Ledbury Road 
W11 2AJ, matchesfashion.com 


Leather Wallet, £39, Couverture & The 
Garbstore, 188 Kensington Park Road, 
couvertureandthegarbstore.com 
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Voted London's 


Foot Health \ 
’Practitioner Service: 
run by Podiatrist 


Mummy & Baby Mornings 


Most Inspiring 

Nail Salon in 2012 

(Professional Beauty) 


with more than 


\io years experience Champagne, Wine & Cocktails 


Late night opening 


Latest Essie & OPI colours in stock, 

Shellac, Artistic, Axxium and Bio Sculpture Gels, 
Massage Chairs, Threading, Gift Vouchers & much more.. 


Coco Nail Bar, 267 Portobello Road, London WII1LR 0207 2431113 www.coconailbar.conn 
As reconnmended by CTclCrjtttpll \(Xil E TAT IE K ^^‘‘AndY iTiMQll Spa Secrets 8 


Follow us on Twitter & Facebook H JL for weekly deals 
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Inject shimnnering 
sequins, luxe lace 
and flashes of red 
and gold into your 
wardrobe for show¬ 
stopping party outfits 


Black ‘Sabina’ Spot Dress 
White Faux Fur Gillet £60, Vila f 

‘Willow’ Drop Earrings £108, Martfne ' 
Wester; Black ‘Cabochon’ Pendant £125, 
LK Bennett; Bangles £27 each Mikey. 

All sold at House of Fraser 
Westfield W12 7GA, 0844 800 3765 
houseoffraser.co.uk 


J I 


iMy 








\ 

\ s 
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Dolce & Gabbana Sleeveless 
Lace Dress, £1,023, 
matchesfashion.com 


Dejan Tuxedo Jacket, £225, Reiss, 
19-21 Kensington Church Street 
W8 4LF, reiss.co.uk 


Maxmara Pianoforte Nerine Strapless 
Dress, £537, matchesfashion.com 


Phase Eight Petra Lace Beaded 
Dress, £300, phase-eight.co.uk 


Sylvia Suede & Leather Sandals, £225, 
LK Bennett, 1 Kensington Church Street 
W8 4LB, lkbennett.com 


Diane Von Furstenberg Vint Galaxy Jacket, Matches, 
60-64 Ledbury Road W11 2AJ, matchesfashion.com 


Dolce and Gabbana Clutch Bag, £299, 
E&A Moda, Designer Outlet 
1 St Floor, Unit 115, Whiteleys Centre, 
151 Queensway W4 2YN, enamoda.com 


Tomasz Donocik Star Studs, £110, Wolf 
& Badger, 46 Ledbury Road W11 2AB, 
wolfandbadger.com 


Dottie Platform Sequin Leather Shoes, 
£210, lkbennett.com 


Gharris Silk and Lace Shift Dress, 
£295, lkbennett.com 


Emma Sequin Embroidered 
Dress, £265, reiss.co.uk 
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Gretal Dress in Cream and Gold, £120, 
Marie Chantal, Ola Ledbury Road 
Wll 2AA, mariechantal.com 


Liberty Dress, £149, Harrods, 87-135 
Brompton Road SWIX 7XL, 
harrods.com 


Rasberry Shake Dress, £65, No Added 
Sugar, 57 Ledbury Road W11 2AA, 
noaddedsugar.com 


Set Square Cardigan, £62, 
noaddedsugar.com 




Blyton Shirt, £69, Caramel Baby and 
Child, 77 Lebury Road Wll 2AG, 
caramel-shop.co.uk 


Anniel Gold Shoes, £69, Caramel Baby 
and Child, 77 Lebury Road W11 2AG, 
caramel-shop.co.uk 


Ballerina Skirt, £84, The Cross, 
141 Portland Road Wll 4LR, 
thecrossshop.co.uk 


Glitter Ballet Pumps, from £10, 
marksandspencer.com 


^ Monsoon, Barkers Arcade, High Street 
A Kensington W8 4EP, monsoon.co.uk 










Hentsch Man 

John Jacket, £360, Wolf and Badger, 
46 Ledbury Road W11 2AB, 
wolfandbadger.com 


Limited Edition Christopher Ward C900 
Single Pusher Chronograph, £2,450, 
christopherward.co.uk 




Samuel Gassmann 
Daisy Cufflinks, £180, 
wolfandbadger.com 




Tumble Textured Leather Gloves, £85, 
Reiss, 19-21 Kensington Church Street, 
W8 4LF, reiss.co.uk 



Hentsch Man Joe Chinos, £130, 
wolfandbadger.com 



Firetrap Lovelace Long Sleeve Top, £45, 
johnlewis.com 


McQ Alexander McQueen Fair Isle Scarf, 
£149, harrods.com 





Savile Row Inspired Di'nner Suit by 
Richard James, £349,' Shirt £49.50, 

Bow Tie £29.50, Pocket Square 

£9.50 and Sartorial Dress Shoes £59, '>■ 

marksandspencer.com 




DrigidF^ley 






NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY 

Visit www.brigidfoley.co.uk to see our amazing new collection 
8 Paddons Row, Tavistock 01822 612203 



INCH LOSS & TONING 

Trial session £10 
5 double sessions 
Usually £199 Now £99 


A firmer, slimmer body 
in just 17 minutes 

(“Advance Inch loss 10 day programnne” now available.) 

Lie down for 17 minutes, read a magazine and get these results. 
A single session is equivalent to 300 sit-ups and 400 buttock raises 

Here’s what the experts say: HARPERS AND QUEEN reports 
“A total loss of nine inches... it took two weeks to achieve, 
in a gym it would have taken two months.” 


SPECIAL OFFERS 




tyMPHATIC DRAINAGE 

Trial session £10 
5 sessions 

Usually £129 Now £99 


Notting Hill: 12 Notting Hill Gate, London W11 3JE 020 7243 6932 
Knightsbridge: 19 - 21 Pavilion Rd, London SW1X OHD 020 7245 6677 
Mayfair: 136 Wigmore St, London W1U 3SF 020 7935 7075 
www.londontannUigal1dbeauty.co.uk 

*AII offers subject to t&c E&O.E. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer 


ENDERMOLOGIE 

(The only cellulite treatmentap proved 
by US FDA) 10% off courses of 10 
and 14 sessions and free body suit. 

3 sessions at £119 
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promotional feature 



selttoan eauy 
s present with 
lue Rech-^^'^^ 
light trom Paris 
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’Tis the Season 
to look perfect 

Treat yourself to an early Christmas 
present and indulge in a little pre-party 
season pampering with EF MEDISPA 


It’s official, the Christmas countdown 
has begun and there are invites 
aplenty, office nibbles to resist and the 
perfect little black dress to purchase. 
So why not hand over these minor 
beauty dilemmas to EF MEDISPA and 
have yourself a perfect little Christmas. 

When it comes to facials, you’re 
seriously spoilt for choice at 
EF MEDISPA. Choose between their 
bespoke Spa RF, AWT and Refirme 
packages to regenerate, stimulate and 
lift your skin, ready for those mistletoe 
moments. Or treat yourself to their 
exclusive, and anti-ageing miracle 
making. Microfirm which uses the 
power of light and radio-frequency 
to boost and replenish your face and 
neck. EF MEDISPA’s highly trained 
aesthetic therapists will set you back 
on track within one day of your 
non-invasive treatment and with 
minimal downtime; you’ll have a 
spring in your step. 

And if your face is looking rather 
forlorn, EF MEDISPA will have you 
looking Holl 3 Awood glam and feeling 
a million dollars with their unique 
injectible Liquid Lift which offers a 
combination of botox and dermal 
fillers. You can wave goodbye to 
saggy necks and cheeks and drooping 
jowls because this revolutionary 
treatment promises a long-lasting 
youthful appearance. 

Whether it’s an anti-ageing, skin 


or hair loss solution you’re after, you 
will be complementing your vitamin 
cocktail with your cocktail dress in 
no time by adding EF MEDISPA’s high 
frequency Mesotherapy Treatment to 
your Christmas list. It will give you an 
essential boost of a special vitamin 
and hyaluronic acid formulation, right 
in time for the Christmas countdown. 

There’s no need to feel guilty for 
over indulging a little this festive 
season, if you are one step ahead. 
Dazzle and impress when donning 
your Christmas party outfit thanks 
to EF MEDISPA’s dedicated medical 
experts who will banish those 
stubborn problem areas with 
body-sculpting Vaser. With conscious 
sedation, your downtime is minimised 
at EF MEDISPA and you can be rest 
assured that their internationally 
renowned surgeons will have your 
new svelte body perfected for your 
party dress. Then slim line your 
new found figure with a colonic 
hydrotherapy session which cleanses 
and revitalises the body so you will 
look and feel healthier inside and out 
with a simple naturopathic treatment. 

It’s all about the Christmas spirit at 
EF MEDISPA so a perfect way to treat 
and pamper a loved one is with a 
beautiful gift voucher. Whatever their 
wish list EF MEDISPA will create 
a bespoke voucher and arrange a 
deluxe treatment for them to enjoy. 


Finally, party all night long 
and still look picture perfect with 
EF MEDISPA’s permanent make-up 
and eye lash enhancements. Whether 
it’s a subtle face colour change or 
fuller eyebrows, the friendly aesthetic 
team at EF MEDISPA offer the perfect 
beauty essentials using the latest 
electro-pigmentation techniques. You 
can be assured that your make-up will 
last, so there will be no panda eyes or 
smudges, whatever the occasion... 


EFMEDISPA 

EF MEDISPA 

29 Kensington Church Street 
W8 4LL 

020 7361 1006 

EFMEDISPA 
193 Kings Road 
SW3 5ED 
020 7363 7675 

EFMEDISPA 
69 St John’s Wood High 
Street 
NW3 7NL 
020 7449 6926 

efmedispa.conn 
twitter. com/EFMEDISPA 
pinterest. com/efnnedispa 
esthersbeautyblog. co. uk 
youtube. com/user/EFmedispa 
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High Maintenance 

Get set for the Christmas party season with our guide to the best 
blow-drys and tips for creating sultry eyes. By Laura Johnston 



Top 3 blow-drys 

Ensure your hair looks fabulous 
for the Christmas party season 


Hairstylist: Jack Buckley, £40. 

Top tip: “Use a natural bristle brush, 
powerful hairdryer and Bumble and 
Bumble prep spray. Rough dry hair 
until 75-85 per cent dry then section 
off, beginning with the underneath 
sections first, aiming the dryer down 
the hair shaft from root to end. When 
you finish you can loosen it up by 
blasting with the hair dryer at top 
speed or turning your head upside 
down and giving it a shake.” 

Josh Wood Atelier, 6 Lansdowne 
Mews W11 3AN; 020 3393 0977 
joshwoodcolour. com 

Hairstylist: Gina Conway, £70. 

Top tip: “Give hair a thickening boost 
using Aveda’s Pure Abundance Style 
Prep which gives volume and light 
hold. After each blow-dry section, put 
hair in velcro rollers and let set until 
cool. Then shake out and back brush 
roots for a longer lasting, fuller looking 
and bouncy blow-dry.” 

Gina Conway Aveda Salon and Spa 
62 Westbourne Grove W2 5SH 
020 7229 6644, ginaconway.co.uk 

Hairstylist: Kell Skdtt, from £40. 

Top tip: “For a long lasting party 
blow-dry, make sure you use the cool 
setting on your dryer. Start the blow- 
dry as usual using the hot setting, 
then before releasing the brush, 
turn the dryer to its cool setting and 
continue blow-drying until your hair 
has cooled.” 

Kell Skdtt Haircare, 93 Golborne 
Road W10 5NL and 2-4 Lambton 
Place W11 2SH 
kellskotthaircare. com 
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Seductive Eyes 

For sophisticated glamour look to 
smoky eye make-up this winter. It can 
be a tricky look to achieve so Elena 
Vatteroni, make-up artist at Gina 
Conway Aveda Salon and Spa on 
Westbourne Grove, shares her top tips: 

Step 1 . Start by preparing three 
shades of eyeshadows - light, 
medium and dark - and three 
brushes. Stiok to the same tones and 
shades. 

Step 2. Apply the lighter shade all 
over the eyelid and on your brow 
bone, just underneath your eyebrow 
to instantly illuminate your eyes. Apply 
lighter shades where the light naturally 
refleots on your eyes and darker 
tones where your eyes naturally 
oreate a shadow. 

Step 3. Apply the medium shade 
aoross your eye sooket to oreate 
depth and dimension. Avoid harsh 
lines by using a good quality fluffy 
blending brush. Add more drama 
by applying a touoh of the darkest 
shadow aoross the sooket over the 
medium shade. Blend well. 

Step 4. To oomplete the look apply 
the darkest shade as close to the 
lashline as possible from the outer 
corner going inwards with a thin 
brush. This will create a smokey 
liner effect that will make your lashes 
look longer. Complete the look with 
mascara and fake lashes. 

Festive fragrances 



Oet the look: 

We love the new limited edition Odyssey 
Eye Quartet Mineral Palette, &30, from 
Clarins. It includes four harmonious, long 
wearing eye colours to create the perfect 
day or night look. The gold leaf highlighter 
is perfect for adding some sparkle for the 
party season, clarins.co.uk 




CABOUNA 


Lady Million 

Absolutely 

Gold, The 

Pure 

Essence 

of Paco 

Rabanne, 

£82.50 

(80ml), 

johnlewis.com 


Carolina Herrera, £65.50 
(100ml), 020 7494 6220 


Nina Ricci Princess for A 
Day Collector’s Edition, 
£51 (80ml), Debenhams 
Westfield W12 7GA 
debenhams.com 


The ultimate beauty gift 

ReVive is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary of the iconic 
Artbox with works by renowned 
artist Pat Steir. This box, 
created exclusively for Space 
NK, features Valentine, which 
continues exploration of Steir’s 
signature artistic technique of 
dripped, splashed and poured 
paintings. Inside contains some 
of ReVive’s signature products, 
including Moisturising 
Renewal Cream and their 
Sensitif Cellular Repair Cream. 
&345, Space A/K, 127-131 
Westbourne Grove W2 4UP 
uk.spacenk.com 
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18k Gold Hoop Earrings with 
Diamond Star and Moon, £1,440, 
Assya London, 020 7243 1687, 
assyalondon.com 


Sterling Silver Petite Woven 
Bracelet, £360, Molly B Couture, 
0844 335 3923, 
mollybcouture.com 


Sterling Silver Golden Cell 
Necklace with 22k Gold Plating 
by Eina Ahluwalia, Aashni & Co, 
£139, 020 7985 0155 


Jon Richard Mood 
Aurora Borealis Green 
Diamante Chandelier 
Earrings, £15, 
jonrichard 


Treasured 

trinkets 


Be the genn of the Christnnas 
party with our must-have 
jewellerv oicks 


Candy Apple - Guilloche and Virtuous 
Enamel Cuff with 7 Rubies and 32 
Diamonds in Sterling Silver, 

£2,500, Perry Ltd, 01428 707755 


Sea Breeze Earrings - Sterling Silver and 18k Gold 
Plated Earrings with Black Rutilated Quartz and 
Single Cut Diamonds, £470, Ashiana 
020 7229 8094, ashiana-accessories.com 
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Fairy Lockets in 
Silver, £250, Rose 
Gold and 9k Gold, 
£790, Clogau, 
0845 606 88 77, 
clogau.co.uk 




18k Gold Hematite 
Constellation Necklace, 
£5,800, Pippa Small, 
pippasmallshop.com 


Post Earrings in Peruvian Opal by Coralia Leets, 
Manguette, £330, 0207 937 2897, 
manguette.com 


22k Gold Vermeil Lotus BRacelet, 
£355, Dinny Hall, 

0207 792 3913, www.dinnyhall.com 



Audra Earrings by Courtney Lee 
Swarovski Crystal & Rhodium, 
£205, Orit, 0207 727 8895, 



Vintage Butler and Wilson 1980s Drop Pearl 
and Diamante Statement Necklace, £285, 
Rellik London, 0208 962 0089, 
relliklondon.co.uk 


Oval Sapphire 
Beaten Rings, 
Alexis Dove 
Made to Order, 
01273 945786, 
alexisdove.com 


oritlondon.com 


December 2012 I The Hill 73 







Laura Johnston returns to the golden age of 


rail aboard the Eastern & Oriental Express 





T he last time I visited 
South-East Asia was 
during my gap year 
when I spent a month 
backpacking from 
Bangkok to Singapore. 
Travelling on a shoe-string 1 stayed in 
£4 a night huts and journeyed south 
on uncomfortable overnight bus rides, 
before hopping across to the islands 
for beach parties where cocktails were 
served in buckets. 

Many years later 1 am back in the 
‘Land of Smiles’, but this time to travel 
aboard the Eastern & Oriental Express 
- cramped buses replaced with 
luxurious carriages and champagne 
served by charming waiters to toast the 
exquisite surroundings passed by on 
this iconic trip. 

My journey begins in Bangkok where 
1 spend two nights in the spectacular 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel. Welcoming 
staff and tumbling displays of exotic 
flowers offer a warm greeting and a 
hint of the exquisite interior that has 
inspired generations of writers, who are 
honoured in the author’s wing of the 
hotel. It would be easy to spend all day 
in this exquisite oasis, but as well as a 
fascinating city to explore, the hotel 
offers a welcoming swimming pool, 
fabulous restaurants, cookery classes 
and a serene spa and wellness centre 
across the Chao Phraya River. 1 indulge 
in a massage, which is a must in order 
to fully relax ready for a slower, more 
leisurely pace of life on board the 
Eastern & Oriental Express. 

The majestic green and cream train 
departs from Bangkok’s Hualampong 
Station and climbing aboard is like 
stepping back in time. The train is a 
stark contrast to the sights, smells and 
sounds of the city and as I’m shown to 
my state cabin I’m instantly cocooned 


in an oasis of calm. It is sumptuously 
decorated with gleaming wooden 
panelling and velvety pink armchairs 
which will offer views of an exotic new 
world for the next four days. 

As the train gently chugs out of 
the station 1 make my way to the 
observation carriage to watch the 
landscape slowly begin to change as 
we leave the city behind. As the sun 
sets over the passing countryside we 
return to our cabins to dress for dinner 
- men in suits and women in cocktail 
dresses. Chef Yannis Martineau works 
with his small team in a tiny kitchen 
measuring only two by 15 metres 
where they create five-course culinary 
masterpieces. Evening dinner is a 
magnanimous feast inside the dining 
cart, which is beautifully decorated 
with crisp white linen tablecloths set 
with gleaming cutlery and exquisite 
hand-cut crystal glasses (surprisingly 
heavy so they don’t fall over!). The five- 
course feast of mouth-watering Euro- 
Asian cuisine includes delights such 
as panfried goose liver on gingerbread 
tartine and tom yam cappuccino 
with fennel and celery, which beg to 
be eaten even when your appetite is 
sated. After dinner we make our way 
to the bar to sip G&Ts and listen to the 
resident pianist playing. When 1 retire 
to my cabin the sofa has magically 
been transformed into a cosy bed 
ready for me to drift off to sleep, gently 
lulled by the sway of the carriage and 
the hum of the engine... 

Okay, so admittedly it was difficult to 
sleep on the first night, but 1 jump out 
of bed at the crack of dawn to watch 
as the train passes over the spectacular 
wooden trestle viaduct from Wang 
Po. It then makes its way to the bridge 
over the River Kwai, made famous by 
the film of the same name. Here we »> 



Best of Bangkok 

Culture: No visit to Bangkok is 
complete without a trip to the 
Grand Palace to see the breath¬ 
taking golden temples and the 
Royal Monastery of the Emerald 
Buddha. After a guided tour we 
visited nearby Wat Po, one of 
the oldest temples in Bangkok 
and home to the famous 45m 
reclining Buddha. A visit to the 
Pak Klong Talad Flower Market is 
also a must as is a long-tail boat 
trip along the canals of Thonburi. 

Food: If, like me, you’re a lover 
of Thai cuisine then book a 
class at The Mandarin Oriental’s 
renowned Oriental Thai Oooking 
School. The brilliant instructor 
Narain Kiattiyotcharoen taught us 
how to make lemongrass fritter 
salad (delicious!) and mock ark 
shells in coconut sauce. 

Nightlife: Bangkok has a 
seedy after-dark reputation but 
embrace the hustle and bustle 
and you will love this chaotic city. 
We jumped in a tuk-tuk for a hair- 
raising journey to the ultra-stylish 
LeBua Skybar in Silom (don’t 
let the fact it featured in The 
Hangover 2 put you off) where 
from the 63rd floor at the top of 
this 5* hotel we sipped cocktails 
whilst admiring breath-taking 
views across the Chao Phraya 
River and the city. 

Shopping: If you want to buy 
Thai silk then a visit to the home 
of Jim Thompson (the American 
who contributed significantly 
to the growth of the Thai silk 
industry before he mysteriously 
disappeared) is a must before 
you visit his shop to buy souvenirs. 



The Eastern & Oriental Express 
suites are sumptuously decorated 
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disembark the train and board a raft 
for a river cmise where we listen to 
a historical talk. The building of the 
415 kilometre Thailand-Burma railway 
during the Second World War claimed 
the lives of thousands of prisoners of 
war and local labourers, and nearby 
is a new museum that is well worth 
a visit, along with the neatly kept 
Don-Rak War Cemetery. 

Back on board the days become a 
blissful blur of watching the passing 
scenery. The train clatters along gently, 
reaching a maximum speed of GOkph, 
and standing in the observation cart 
with wind blowing through my hair, it 
is mesmerising to watch the rice fields, 
mbber plantations, coconut trees and 
the occasional shimmering temple 
whizz by. Locals, equally as fascinated 
by the beauty of the train, rush out 
onto the tracks cheerily waving us on 
our way. As the train rattles along the 
Malay Peninsula during the evening 
we enjoy a memorable cocktail in 
the observation carriage as we pass 
through the dense jungle. 

Another excursion has been planned 
to Georgetown, Penang, but the Thai 
locomotive breaks down just before 
the border, meaning we are delayed for 
a couple of hours and so don’t arrive 
until late in the evening. No one seems 
to mind though as this trip is all about 
enjoying the regal mode of transport 
and the fine dining on offer. Each 


carriage has its own steward (who is 
the magician to thank for the cabin’s 
transformation) and he discreetly looks 
after your every need. On a morning he 
brings me a continental breakfast, and 
if, after the four-course gourmet lunch 
you are ready to indulge again, press 
your room buzzer and afternoon 
tea appears. 

As well as the plethora of fine dining 
there are numerous talks on board 
including lessons on exotic fmits 
and spices and a foot massuse, palm 
reader and astrologer. On our trip we 
are joined by a variety of guests from 
single travellers to honeymooners and 
couples celebrating special wedding 
anniversaries, who pemse the boutique 
in search of a special gift to remember 
this once-in-a-lifetime journey. 

Some 2,030km later, the train slowly 
crosses the Johor Causeway into 
Singapore where the journey ends. 

One final night of luxury awaits us at 
Singapore’s Mandarian Oriental Hotel 
where rooms offer picture-postcard 
views of the city and harbour. After 
a bit of sightseeing 1 find time for an 
early evening swim in the pool, which 
offers spectacular views of the bright 
city lights, before we reflect on our 
adventure with a delicious Cantonese 
meal in the Cherry Garden restaurant. 
Finally we toast our epic adventure 
with a Singapore Sling. The perfect 
ending to this fairy tale adventure. } 


FACT FILE 

Emirates Tours offers a seven-night package to Bangkok and Singapore including three nights onboard 
the Eastern & Oriental Express from £2,819 per person*. 020 75901485, emiratestours.co.uk 

*Price based on two people staying two nights at the Mandarin Oriental Bangkok in a Superior Room 
with breakfast daily, three nights in a Pullman Cabin onboard the Eastern & Oriental Express, and 
one night at the Mandarin Oriental Singapore in a Deluxe Room with breakfast daily. It includes return 
Emirates Economy Class flights from London Gatwick, meet and greet on arrival and private car 
transfers in Bangkok and Singapore. Valid for travel on selected dates in 2013. Subject to availability. 
Terms and conditions apply. 



Come fly with me 

If you’re splashing out on such 
an epic adventure then you 
may as well begin it in style. 

I flew business class on Emirates 
new double-decker A380 (with 
a stop-over in Dubai), which 
offers a luxurious way to relax 
when high in the sky. 

On board there are comfy, 
private seats that recline into 
beds, a plethora of entertainment 
choices and an abundance of 
award-winning cuisine including 
grilled scallops and steak. And if 
you’re in a celebratory mood you 
can sip cocktails in the onboard 
bar. Flying first class is the 
ultimate treat as the decor was 
in fact inspired by the Eastern 
& Oriental Express. 
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(ETING AGENT OF NETJETS TRANSPORTES AEREOS S.A.. AN EU AIR CARRIE 



NETJETS 

IGNATURE SERIES 


Whisper hello 

to the quietest jet in its class. 

Whether you need productivity or peace, you’ll find it on board the new 
Bombardier Global 6000 from NetJets. An incomparably quiet cabin and 
enhanced soundproofing make even a 13-hour flight feel like a good 
night’s sleep. 


-1-44 (0) 20 7361 9620 


THEHILL@NETJETSEUR0PE.COM 







children 


Just for kids 


Give Santa sonne hints this year with Jacky Parker’s 
round-up of gorgeous gifts for children 




Nicolas Sleigh, £99, Graham and Green, 

4 Elgin Crescent W11 2HX, 020 7243 8908, 
grahamandgreen.co.uk 


Finlay Fox Felt Slippers, £22.50, Oliver Bonas, 
23 Kensington Park Road W11 2EU, 

020 7727 4932, oliverbonas.com 



Artists Apron, £12.50, V&A Shop, 
Cromwell Road SW7 2RL, vandashop.com 




Barbarossa Wooden Pirate Ship, £45, 
Honeyjam, 2 Blenheim Crescent W11 1NN, 
020 7243 0449, honeyjam.co.uk 



128 Talbot Road Wll IJA, pedlars.co.uk 



Wooden Spinning Tops, £10 each, Couverture 
and The Garbstore, 188 Kensington Park Road 
W11 2ES, couvertureandthegarbstore.com 



Children’s Winterberry Bobble Hat and Scarf, 
£29 each, Daylesford, 208-212 Westbourne 
Grove Wll 2RH, 020 7313 8050 


Set of 8 Zoo Animal Figures, £16, Gath Kidston, 
158 Portobello Road Wll 2EB, 

020 7727 0043, cathkidston.co.uk 



Rocking Sheep by PovI Kjer for Danish Craft, 
£330, SCP, 87 Westbourne Grove W2 4UL, 
020 7229 3612, scp.co.uk 


Noah’s Ark, £25, Jojo Maman Bebe, 

101 Westbourne Grove W2 4UW, 
020 7727 3578, jojomamanbebe.co.uk 


Nathalie Fete Toy Guitar, £28, The Cross, 
141 Portland Road Wll 4LR, 

020 7727 6760, thecrossshop.co.uk 
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^g-KBg/HOUSE 

An independent co-educational secondary school for pupils aged 11-18 

(A sister school to Ravenscourt Park and Kew Green Preparatory Schools) 


OPEN DAYS 

November 26th (9:30atn) T: 020 8600 6854 

January 8th/17th/23rd/30th (9.30am/7pm/9.30am/7pm) E: info@kewhouseschool.com 

February 5th/13th/26th (9.30am/7pm/9.30am) www.kewhouseschool.com 

Places Available in Years 7,8 &9 


Kew House School opens in September 2013 












Announcing the new definitive^; 
education magazine for London Parents 


in Association with 
Gabbitas Education 


Alongside your regular lifestyle magazine. 

To advertise please call Emily Hesketh 0207 605 2275 




































Private Tuition 
in Your Own Home 


Britain's leading tutoring service provider has 35 
years experience. Qualified, experienced, 
enhanced-CRB checked tutors deliver personalised 
tuition programmes & excellent results. The Good 
Schools Guide recommended. 


• Primary, 7/8/1 l/13+/Common Entrance, 
GCSE, A1/A2 Level & beyond 

• Catering also for special needs, remedial, 
dyslexia & gifted 

• Excellent acceptance rate at leading 
selective schools and universities 


020 8580 3911 


Fleet Tutors 

Helping iTudanii reach iheU potential 


www.fleet-tutors.co.uk 




Les Chatons 


Bi-lingual French and Spanish Nursery Schools in 
Belgravia, South Kensington, Knightsbridge, Kensington 
and Bayswater 



Each school offers children from I to 5 
years old full and part-time classes together 
with holiday clubs and music classes. 


New school 
now open in W2 






• Established in 1996, Les Chatons has 
bi-lingual nursery schools in SW7 
(Queens Gate), SWI (Kinnerton Street), 
W2 (Inverness Place). 

• Our philosophy is to provide a safe and 
happy environment where children 

are educated to the very highest standard. 


• Open to all nationalities, children do 
not need to speak the French or 
Spanish language to start learning. 



School of Comedy - Comedy Lessons for Children 4-7yrs. 8-13yrs. 13-16yrs. 

Saturdays and Mondays in Netting Hiii | Wednesday's and Fridays in Chiswick | £100/£210 per term 

A totally unique, character building comedy workshop from the team behind the hit E4 show, A chance for 
kids to try out stand-up, slop-stick stage fighting, sketch and improvisotional comedy in a totally liberating 
environment, This hugely confidence building experience culminates in a side-splitting termly review show, 

"A truly unique, confidence building after school club." EMMA FREUD 

Don't miss the Christmas Hoiiday Course at the Bush Theatre. 17th-19th December 2012. 


Aii term courses on the web: 
www.schoo1ofcomedy.com 
07939 446 008 
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Accountants 


Accountants 


Approachable Accountant will help you 
with your tax and accounting problems. 
No charge for our first meeting. 
Appointments to visit you 
in your home or office. 

FREEPHONE 0800 919 907 


Call: Michael Scott 
email: miI<e@mhscott.co.uI< 
www.mhscott.co.uk 


Computers 


COWIPUTEP dID 

e-mail: computeraid@blueyonder.co.uk 

-" 

A LOW COST FRIENDLY SERVICE 
PROVIDING ADVICE, UPGRADES 
PROBLEM SOLVING & TUITION IN 
YOUR OWN HOME! GET WHAT YOU 
WANT FROM YOUR COMPUTER!! 
PHONE BOB ON 07956 420808 


Electricians 


Catering 



Fashion 


Experiencep Press Maker 
D o YOU HAVE... 
an idea but can’t find it, 
no idea but know 
what you iike, 
or just a favourite that is 
irrepiaceabie? 

if so, caii Annabei Shand on 

07771 935 646 



MGB 


ELECTRICAL 


SOLUTIONS LIMITEO 


All electrical work insured and guaranteed 
Electrical Installation Condition Report 
Domestic/Commercial Installations 


Landlord Certificates • PAT Testing 
Wiring • Rewiring • Fault Finding 
Consumer Units • Fusebox Replacements 


219 Kensington High Street, W8 6WD 

Tel: 0207 4584470 
or 07891 615870 
www.mgbelectrical.com 
Email:info@mgbelectrical.com 


Ft 


NAPIT 


INTRUST 

jP.MARK 



✓ 


zl 



Napit registration No.: 16720 


Heme Services 
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CLEANING 

SERVICES 




• Commercial cleaning • Ironing 

• Domestic cleaning • Window cleaning 

• Carpet & upholstery • Jet washing 

• Gutter cleaning • Hard flooring 

....best partner for your peace of mind 



REGULAR CLEANING 
ONLY £10 PER HOUR 

Mob: 07944 505 395 
Tel: 020 8743 0277 

www.agpcleaningservices.co.uk 



Heme Services 


“Store as much as you like 
for as long as you like” 


• Renting your property 
or between moves 

• Creating space or 
general decluttering 

• Storage for home & 
business from £15 a month 


BLUEiE 


STORAGE 


Blue Box Storage Maida Vale can help you 
solve your storage problem 


020 7625 9490 
blueboxstorage.com 


To advertise in The Hiii piease caii 
Daniei Jaghai on 0207 605 2287 


Daniei.Jaghai@archant.co.uk 


Gardening 


HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW? 


We'll give your home 
the garden it deserves. 


cameron 

LANDSCAPES A GARDENS 


020 8969 3399 www.camerongardens.co.uk 


CLASSIFIED: To advertise call 020 7605 2232 





























































Gardening 


Professional Services 



The Chelsea Gardening Company Ltd 

Design, Landscaping, Maintenance, Paving, Steps 
For a free consultation, please call 
Nigel Palmer, RHS Dip (Hort) 

020 7795 0335 07958 506 752 

www.chelseagardening.com 


Property Services 


Sash Windows 


fOi 


Original 

I W i n d 0ws 

u 

i • sliding sash solutions • 

1 Draught Proofing 

I Double Glazing 

.E Remedial Repairs 

u Security Locks 

I Sash Cord Express 

^ quick response team 

II 020 8367 7115 

ML 32 Roleic^ Rood, Enfield, Middlesex EN2 6UB 

Preserving, Conserving, Restoring ™ 




bjf 


CO2 


411 


^JpraplDownBaow.,.^., 


Specialising in all forms of damp/waterproofing including 
basements and cellars. Insurance works welcome. 

Free estimates. All work guaranteed. References available. 

07771 532 303 or 0800 380 0665 
www.uptopdownbelow.com 


SCOTT DAVIDSON 
CHARTERED SURVEYORS 

• Surveys on residential 
and commercial property 

• Valuations 

• Party walls 

• Expert Reports 

• Building disputes 

• Property advice 

020 7727 0619 

Bramley Arms, 1 Bramley Road, W10 6SZ 

info@scottdavidson.co.uk 



Broken Cords? Security Ciicarns? 
Stifl Windows? Secondary? 

Rotten Wood? Doihle Blaitng? 
Dreiim PreoftHB? 

Specialists in Draughtproofing, 
Replacements, Repairs & Conversions 

For a FREE quotation 
and mors information cal 

033312160 65 


www.sashsmart.coitt 



Tuition 


Victoria Page Private Tuition 

Children 21/2 yrs to 11+ Scholarship. 

Prep 7+/common Ent, Mathematics,English. Reasoning, 
Remedial Reading, Nursery Syllabus. 

Exceptional Refs. 

Fulham 07050 246810. 0207 381 9911 
_ www.victoriapage.net _ 


ITALIAIM TUITIOIM 

Fully qualified native teacher 
with over 10 years experience 

All levels and ages catered for 
Tailor made one-to-one and group lessons 
Business or pleasure 
In company or home training 
GCSE and A-level preparation 

Fabio 07704 267 666 


Piano Tuition With Experienced Tutor 

Lessons for young players and adults. 
ABRSM exams preparation including 
developing music theory and aural awareness. 
Beginners Welcome. 

Over 10 years experience, MA, PGCE (Music Education) 

Tel 07949 462 676 



Something for 
everyone... 


LIFEWLE PnOTOOtmPt^Y LEISUHE HEOIOPJAL SHOOIWe 

"'“'subscriptionsave.co.uk 

The lowest prices on the magazines you love 


PRIVATE PA LTD 

There are many reasons 
we find it hard to organise 
our lives. 

Mostly there simply ^ 
isn’t enough time. 


A Private PA is a self-starter 
who uses her initiative to 
find the most efficient and stress 
free way to help you run your personal life. 

Bringing her in for just a few hours a week 
or a month could bring a huge relief. You 
can hand over the jobs that need doing 
regularly or book a one off job just to clear 
the decks. 

Call or email us now to discuss how we 
can help 

Mobile: 07714 100 370 
Email: amanda(gprivatepa.co.uk 
Or have a look at our website for ideas at 
www.PrivatePA.co.uk 



Property Maintenance 



info@hamiltonassociates.co.uk 

telephone: +44 (0)20 7381 3434 


*of gross monthly rent 


HAMILTON ASSOCIATES 

■ ■ ■ Landlord Property Managennent and Maintenance 


lyr services incJucci 
Secure key holding 
Rent collection 

Provide a rental deposit scheme 
Payment of outgoings 
Full inventory checks 
A check-in and out service 
Making routine property checks 
A full repair and maintenance service 
Organising Gas Safety Checks 
and Energy Performance 
Certificates (EPC's) 

Negotiate end of term tenancy claims 
Property furnishing 


WWW. ha mi I ton associates. CO. uk 


CLASSIFIED: To advertise call 020 7605 2232 
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Holidays 


Soft Furnishings 


Naturally British 




DIVAN BEDS & MATTRESSES 

Made in Great Britain 
Natural Materials 
Traditionally Handcrafted 


OUR SHOWROOM IN KENSINGTON 
67 Abingdon Road 
London W8 6AN 
Telephone 020 7937 0451 

Email 

peacockandchandlerbeds@live.co.uk 

www.peacockandchandler.com 


LY-RESTED & PARK CONTRACTS 

A Division of Peacock & Chandler Ltd 


k.\(;lisii 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/LMMXMCPB 
@ 0844 848 4211 please quote LMMXMCPB 


usually cost owe. Foi owfseai subscnptions visit www.subxtiptionsavg.cortityLMMXMCPB ot call -144 (0)1858 438840. 


j www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/BB1 

FREE P&P to UK, £3 for delivery to 
^ ^ ^ W J O ^^ Europe & £5 for Rest of the World 


CLASSIFIED: To advertise call 020 7605 2232 


The ultimate historic 
days out for every region 


From Stone Henge to the Scottish Highlands, Buckingham Palace to 
Balmoral, the British Isles are home to a spectacular array of heritage 
sites, but where do you start planning a visit when you’ve got so 
many amazing places to choose from? This definitive guide to the 
nation’s 101 best heritage sites is the perfect companion when 
planning historic days out or weekends away, with details of where 
to go, when to visit and what to see when you get there. 


Savinus stated are based on the covet price and a subsuipdon by Direct Debit. Aftei yout fiistveat your Died Debit subscroiiun thill then conbnue 
at £12.49 every 6 tnonihs or £24.98 if on annual Direct Debit (Discover Britain £6.24 every 6 months or £12.49 annually). Details of the Direct 
Debit guaiantee are available upon request. You wll receive an acknowledgertrent letter before paytnent is taken. Gift subscriptions start with the 
fiist issue pubfished in 201 3 Your gift card will be sent to you once the order has been processed tor you to give on Christmas day. We must receive 
wur order by 4 December to guarantee you vrll receive your gift card before Christmas. Personal orders w8l start with the next available issue if 
prdered by phone or post These offers are for UK delivery - ado £10 P&P to Europe and £12 P&P to RoW. Offer ends 31/12/12. 


The Big 


Treat yourself or someone special this 
Christmas to a magazine subscription 

The ideal gift 

for just £ 9.99 

SAVE up to 63% on our range 
of over 30 magazines 

• Lifestyle • Regional • Leisure • France • Photography • Shooting I 

Hk Just £9.99 every 6 months by Direct ih FREE UK delivery 
Debit - that's £19.98 a year n free gift card 

ii Or £24.99 by credit/ debit card n FREE access to the digital 

for 12 issues editions of the magazine 


This summer leave the big city behind for 
the tranquiiiity of The Big Cairn. 


■ A secluded natural area on the Island of Kefalonia where 
you can leave your worries behind. 

Every week from May - October, we will be offering 
balanced holidays Including yoga, pllates, sailing, 
meditation, scuba diving, reiki, massage or simply relaxing 
on our beautiful beach. Just let us know your requirements 
from a selection of apartments, villas or boutique 8c spa 
hotels within the area and to suit all budgets. 

Long weekend yoga & pilates breaks now available. 


Go on let us warm your hearts and spoil you 
at The Big Calm. Please call us to help us 
create your perfect Greek getaway. 


Tel: 0333 121 2200 (03 calls cost no more than a local call) 
Mob: 07961 888 253 | nlgel-hawklns@llve.co.uk 
www.theblgcalm.conn 
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Albert Place, Kensington W8 

&4,500,000 


Knight Frank Kensington 
020 7938 4311 




Knight 

Frank 
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Knight Frank 



Ladbroke Road, Notting HillWII 

Ideally located family house 

Stunning four bedroom white stuccoed period house that has been decorated to an 
extremely high standard with a generous south facing garden, ideally located off 
Kensington Park Road. 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, reception room, kitchen/dining room, 
utility room, guest cloakroom, patio garden. Approximately 189 sq m (2,036 sq ft) 

Freehold 

Guide price: £3,600,000 


KnightFrank.co.uk/NottingHill 

nottinghill@knightfrank.com 

020 7229 0229 

Joint agent: Grayson 
hello@crayson.com 

020 72211117 


(NGH090170) 
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London has an extraordinary 
choice of apartments, the majority 
of which are leasehold, so this 
month I’ve been looking into the 
ins and outs of owning a leasehold 
home. I’ve also been exploring 
some of the most beautiful 
family homes on the market, and 
discovering why Netting Hill is such 
a great place to live and work. 
Karen Tait, Property Editor 




Editor’s pick 

Designed by R. Norman Shaw in 1880, Albert Hall 
Mansions is a majestio building with views over 
Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park. This fourth- 
floor, five-bedroom apartment has a wealth of 
opulent period features, inoluding a grand entranoe 
hall, an elaborate oarved walnut stairoase, high 
oeilings and original oornioing, oombined with a 
sleek and oontemporary kitohen. It’s on the market 
for £10.5m 

(Chesterton Humberts, 

020 3040 8445/020 7937 7244) 
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News and views 


Uncertain times may be ahead but, buoyed up by international buyers 
seeking a safe haven, London still outperforms the rest of the UK 


New year, new market 

While central London has weathered 
the economic storm of recent years, in 
its ‘2013 Forecasts’ report, Hamptons 
International suggests a number of 
factors could have a negative impact 
on prices and performance next year. 

Average prices in prime central 
London have risen by 12% since 
January according to Land Registry 
figures. The average PCL house is 
now worth nearly three times that of a 
Greater London property, and almost 
seven times the UK average. 

According to the report, the 
negative impact on demand 
caused by stamp duty changes 
could continue into 2013 if the 
government stays the course with 
planned changes. Research by 
Hamptons shows that transactions 
on S2m+ properties fell by over 
40% from April to September 2012 
compared to 2011. The report points 
to uncertainty surrounding the 
introduction of the ‘annual charge’ 
and the results of the consultation 


regarding the introduction of 15% tax 
on non-natural persons, which could 
perpetuate reduced transaction levels. 

The report also highlighted the 
following influences: 

• The Eurozone crisis has buoyed 
prime prices as individuals and 
investors sought a safe haven for their 
money. Continued uncertainty over 
the future of the euro will help sustain 
demand for PCL property into 2013. 

• Tax measures introduced by the 
French Socialist government that 
target high net worth individuals 
and corporations may cause them to 
move their money out of the country 
in search of less punitive tax regimes, 
including London. 

• Continued weakness in bonus 
payments, relative to pre-downturn 
levels, will continue to suppress 
domestic demand for PCL properties. 

• Limited supply in PCL has 
always been a factor that supports 
prices. This is pushing the market 
into new areas such as South Bank, 
the City, Fulham and Victoria. 


The development pipeline for this 
expanded prime area is growing, with 
683 units expected to come to market 
in 2013, and 1,048 units in 2014. 

On the rental side, the report points 
to subdued growth in central London 
due to the continued reluctance 
of corporate occupiers to pay for 
premium accommodation during 
times of cost restraint. However, with 
available stock up 55% in London 
over this time last year, the impact on 
rents has been modest. 

Hamptons predicts that London 
will retain the top spot regionally 
as demand continues from young 
professionals who are unable to buy 
their own property. 

2013 House Price Predictions 

• Prime London: 0% 

• Greater London: 0% 

• UK: 2% 

2013 Rental Growth 

• Prime London: -1% 

• Greater London: 2% 

• UK: 0% 
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What to look for when viewing a property 

The National Association of Estate Agents (NAEA) has reported that 
househunters - particularly first-time buyers - are often unsure of what 
they should be looking for during an initial viewing. In response, the 
organisation has come up with the following points to consider when 
viewing a property: 

1) ASK DIRECT QUESTIONS: It is important to be aware of what you are 
buying into, which means asking tough questions you might normally 
consider impolite. Ask why the seller is moving on and whether there have 
been any issues with the neighbours. The seller doesn’t have to tell you 
about any problems with the property, so it’s up to you to investigate. 

2) VIEW AT DIFFERENT TIMES OF THE DAY: Being able to view outside 
areas will help with early decision making and noise levels might change 
depending on how close the location is to bars and other public venues. 

3) ASK YOURSELF IF THE PROPERTY SUITS YOUR REQUIREMENTS: 
Even if there are no obvious faults with the property, consider whether it 
represents the most practical option for your needs. Think about whether 
the rooms are big enough for your furniture and if the place will require 
significant investment. 

4) CONSIDER THE LOCATION: Take a walk around the local area to 
check proximity to main roads or overhead flight paths that could add 
excess noise. Look at off-street parking and any planned developments 
as well. 


End of boonn? 

Knight Frank’s latest house price 
report predicts that property prices 
across the UK will only reach their 
2007 peak in 2019 - the longest 
housing market recovery on record. 

Although housing transactions 
are expected to rise by 2% in 2013, 
they will remain below peak levels 
for the rest of the decade. No price 
movement is expected in 2013, as 
tax changes are forecast to weigh on 
prime central London prices. 

“Prime property prices in central 
London have bucked the trend of the 
wider housing market in the UK over 
the past few years, bouncing back 
50% after the post-crisis trough to 
reach a new high,” says Liam Bailey, 
global Head of Residential Research. 

Price increases have been driven 
by demand for luxury London homes 
from overseas buyers, but the report 
says government policy is set to have 
an impact on the market next year. 

“We forecast that prices in 
prime central London will remain 
unchanged overall next year,” says 
Bailey, “effectively bringing the boom 
seen over the past three or four years 
to an end, before more moderate 
price growth is seen once again from 
2014 onwards.” 


Wait and see 

In its latest research on prime central 
London, Chesterton Humberts blames 
a ‘wait and see’ mentality for the fall 
in transactions volumes, caused by 
a lack of clarity over proposed tax 
legislation, a constrained mortgage 
market and wider economic 
uncertainties. During the third quarter, 
transaction volumes in central 
London fell 3.6% on the previous 
quarter, despite stock levels being up 
13.5% reports Chesterton Humberts. 

Record stamp duty bill 

The owners of Britain’s most 
expensive homes paid around a 
fifth of the S;4.22b stamp duty land 
tax last year. Five inner London 
boroughs - Westminster, Kensington 
& Chelsea, Wandsworth, Camden and 
Hammersmith & Fulham - accounted 
for 20% of the total bill, with home 
buyers paying a total of &828m. 

Kensington & Chelsea contributed 
to 4,160 total sales over S2m, to a 
value of &6,121m, representing 6.37% 
of the total stamp duty takings by 
the government in the past year. The 
Borough has the highest ‘average rate 
of average stamp duty rate paid across 
the location’ in the UK at 4.4%. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

• The latest Office of National 
Statistics House Price Index 
shows that in the 12 months 
to August 2012, UK house 
prices increased by 1.8%, 
down from a 2% increase in 
the 12 months to July. House 
price increases in England 
were driven by a 6.3% rise in 
London, along with increases 
of 2.4% in the South East and 
1.2% in the West Midlands. 

• Million pound home sales have 
dropped to the lowest level 
since 2009, declining 11 per 
cent in the first half of this year 
compared to 2011, according 
to research from Lloyds TSB, 
which reported 3,043 sales of 
homes worth at least a £1 m in 
Britain in the first half of 2012 
compared with 3,413 in 2011. 

• A London property is on sale 
for a record asking price of 
£100m through Savills, making 
it the most expensive terraced 
house in the world. The Grade 

I listed mansion on Cornwall 
Terrace, overlooking Regent’s 
Park, has seven bedrooms, 
nine bathrooms and 11 
reception rooms. It was once 
the official London residence 
of the New Zealand High 
Commissioner. 

• A penthouse on Park Lane has 
sold for £19.5m, representing 
a 400% appreciation since 
being sold by the same agent, 
Wetherell, in 1996. 

• At the time of writing Bond 
fever is raging, so how about 
a property with a Bond 
connection, as well as a 
Beetles link, no less. In the 
early 1990s Ringo Starr and his 
wife Barbara Bach, a former 
‘Bond Girl’, lived at 4 Glynde 
Mews just off Walton Street, 
SW3. Some five years ago, 
Glynde Mews was purchased 
from The Wellcome Trust, and 
has since been redeveloped to 
provide four houses each with 
underground parking. Prices 
start from £3,650,000 
(www.kayeandcarey.co.uk). 
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In Onslow Square, SW7, within a secure portered mansion block, this three-bedroom ground floor flat for sale at £745,000 comes with a 16-year 
lease - the vendor qualifies for a 90-year lease extension, which is estimated to cost around £735,000 (Douglas & Gordon, 0207 581 8888) 


A new lease of life 

With nnost flats and some houses on the London property market being 
leasehold, it is important to understand the implications before you buy 


Last month we looked at the pros and 
cons of adding space - and value - to 
your home by building an extension. 
This month we’re considering a 
different kind of extension, but one 
that can also add value to a property 
- lease extensions. 

WHAT DOES LEASEHOLD MEAN? 

Homeownership is one of the 
cornerstones of our society. But, in 
fact, many people who buy a home in 
London do not actually own it. Most 
flats, and some houses, are purchased 
as a leasehold interest, which means 
you have the right to occupy the 
property for a set amount of time, 
after which it reverts to the freeholder. 

A freehold interest is the outright 
ownership of a property for an 
unlimited period. It applies to the 
majority of houses. The freeholder (or 


landlord) can grant a lease to another 
person. In law, a lease is a tenancy 
and the leaseholder is a tenant. 

Leasehold ownership usually relates 
to everything within the four walls 
of the flat, while the structure and 
common parts of the building and the 
land it stands on are usually owned by 
the freeholder, who is responsible for 
the upkeep of these parts. These costs 
may be recovered via service charges 
billed to the leaseholders. 

“Understanding the difference 
between leasehold and freehold is 
very important when investing in 
property,” says Richard Cleminson, 
director of professional services at 
Kinleigh Folkard & Ha3Award. “The 
term freehold describes the actual 
land that the property sits on, so 
buyers who purchase with this in 
place own the land and the bricks 


and mortar on which the building 
sits on. Leasehold properties, on the 
other hand, have a lease attached to 
each unit that sits on that land and the 
buyer essentially only owns the bricks 
and mortar for a period of time.” 

As you would expect from a 
landlord/tenant relationship, there is 
rent to pay, as set out in the lease, but 
it is normally only a token amount 
(often between £50 and £250) due 
to the tenant having already paid a 
considerable sum for the lease. 

“In the case of a leasehold, you are 
paying a large upfront premium to rent 
the land (usually for a very long time) 
from the freeholder to whom you then 
continue to pay a ‘ground rent’, which 
is generally a fairly nominal sum,” 
explains Oliver Lurot of Savills. 

“The main difference between the 
two is the period of time that you will 
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‘own’ the property but as in most cases 
you can extend the lease, it is rare that 
you will have to hand the property 
back to the freeholder any time soon! 
Does it really matter if you own the 
property forever or for only 999 years?” 

The leaseholders can also own 
the freehold of the building through 
a residents’ management company, 
effectively becoming their own 
landlord. Furthermore, under ‘right to 
manage’, the lessees can manage the 
building as if they were the landlord 
even if they don’t own the freehold. 

“You will find leasehold flats 
and houses everywhere, but they 
are especially prevalent in central 
London, on the big estates,” says 
Roarie Scarisbrick of independent 
buying agents Property Vision. 

“Not everybody understands the 
concept. The reality is that they are 
much less mysterious than they appear 
at first; there are laws in place to 
protect the interests of the leaseholder 
and everything is calculable.” 

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 

The lease sets out the rights and 
obligations of both landlord and 
tenant, including who is responsible 
for repairs or dealing with noisy 
neighbours, whether you need 
permission to make alterations, the 
amount of service charges, and so on. 
The landlord will usually arrange the 
building insurance (not contents). 

“Always check the planned budgets 
and proposed works budget as this 
will give you an idea of additional 
costs that could be involved with 
purchasing a leasehold property,” 
advises Richard Cleminson. 


HOW LONG IS THE LEASE? 

A lease will be for a fixed term, 
usually 99 or 125 years, sometimes as 
long as 999 years. During this time, the 
flat can be bought and sold. Although 
it is pretty unusual, you could buy 
a property with only 20 or 30 years 
left on the lease, but its market value 
would reflect that. Most mortgage 
companies won’t lend on a property 
with a lease of less than 65 years. 

At the start of the lease there is little 
difference in value between a freehold 
and a leasehold property. However, 
as the lease gets shorter, the leasehold 
property reduces in value, whereas the 
freehold property grows in value in 
line with market conditions. 

“The drop-off in value is slow from 
90 to around 40 years, when the graph 
begins to drop quickly. From 20 years 


you are in virtual freefall,” says Roarie 
Scarisbrick. “Buying a mid-term lease, 
providing you have done the sums, 
can be a neat way of financing a 
purchase, and you get 100% use of the 
property for around 60% of its value.” 

THE END IS NIGH? 

When the lease comes to an end, the 
tenant loses the right to occupy the 
property and has to hand it back to 
the landlord. In reality though, the 
tenant normally starts the process of 
extending the lease long before that. 

“1 always recommend that anyone 
with a lease of less than 85 years 
remaining should consider extending,” 
says Richard Cleminson. “The costs 
incurred increase considerably when 
extending a lease of under 80 years.” 

The cost of extending a lease 
is based on three important 
components, explains Richard Barber 
of W. A. Ellis. “Firstly, the landlord 
must be compensated for the loss of 
ground rent payable under the existing 
lease, as this would be reduced under 
the new lease. Secondly, the landlord 
must be compensated for the loss of 
their ‘reversionary interest’ at the end 
of the existing lease, as the value of 
the landlord’s reversion increases as 
the unexpired term reduces, and the 
expiry date approaches. Finally, where 


the existing lease has 80 years or less 
remaining, ‘Marriage Value’ - which 
takes account of the extended and 
existing lease value - is payable. In 
order to avoid paying this, a Section 
42 notice must be served before the 
existing lease reduces to 80 years.” 

HOW DO I EXTEND MY LEASE? 

You can extend your lease 
individually, buy the freehold 
collectively with your neighbours, 
or extend your individual leases 
collectively to achieve cost-sharing. 

You can ask the landlord to extend 
your lease at any time. You can also 
negotiate certain changes to the lease, 
known as ‘varying the lease’. In very 
rare cases, a landlord can end the 
lease and evict the leaseholder. The 
tenant can usually end a lease by 
giving at least one month’s notice. 

BUYING THE FREEHOLD 

You can ask the landlord to sell you 
the freehold at any time. You might 
also qualify for the right to buy it. 

Note that there are different legal 
rules for flats and houses. If you live 
in a leasehold flat and the landlord 
wants to sell the freehold, they usually 
have to offer you and the other 
leaseholders the chance to buy it first, 
known as your ‘right of first refusal’. 


The main difference between leasehold 
and freehold is the period of time that you 
‘own’ the property - does it really matter if 
you own it forever or for only 999 years? 
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Window of opportunity 

St Charles Square, W10 
£2,950 per week 

This lovely five-bedroom, five- 
bathroom home has original William 
Morris stained glass windows and 
a large garden, plus a staff flat with 
private access. The accommodation 
is arranged over five floors of the 
double-fronted villa. 

Savills, 0207 727 5751 


Family homes come under the spotlight this month 


Four by four 

Albion Street, W2 
£3,410,000 

Close to Hyde Park, this Grade II 
listed home offers excellent living 
space over five floors, including 
four bedrooms and four 
bathrooms, ensuring there will 
be no fights over the bathroom 
before school and work! 
Knight Frank, 020 7871 5060 
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Colour burst 

Warwick Gardens, Holland Park, W14 
£7,950,000 

This five-bedroom, four-bathroom semi-detached 
home boasts a garden with a fantastic games 
room at the rear, perfect for the kids, along with 
off-street parking and substantial accommodation 
throughout. 

Marsh & Parsons, 020 7368 4450 




Artistic note 

51 Sutherland Place, W2 
£4,500,000 

As one of the largest family houses 
in the popular Artesian Village area 
of Notting Hill, this four-bedroom, 
three-bathroom property has a large 
kitchen/dining room, magnificent 
drawing room with ornate balcony, 
indulgent master suite and garden 
accessed from the family room. 
Bective Leslie Marsh, 020 7221 4805 


Private space 



Kensington Square, W8 

£8,000,000 

Situated on one of Kensington’s finest garden 
squares, this three-bedroom Georgian house has 
a home cinema, sauna 
and jacuzzi, which all the 
family will enjoy. The master 
bedroom takes up the entire 
second floor, perfect for 
parents, while the kids will 
be happy with the third-floor 
bedrooms. 

Chestertons, 

020 7937 7244 
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The importance of agencies being ‘on patch’ is becoming 
increasingly obvious, nowhere more so than in Netting 


property 


Netting Hill is, without a doubt, one 
of the capital’s most sought-after 
locations, reflected by the number of 
estate agencies nestled between the 
chic boutiques and restaurants. 

The latest to open a branch here is 
Savills, despite having an office close 
by in Kensington which previously 
serviced both areas. 1 asked the head 
of the new office, Oliver Lurot, why it 
was so important to have a dedicated 
Netting Hill branch. 

“Netting Hill is very much a local 
market and so we felt being close to 
our clients was essential. Additionally, 
the Netting Hill market has gone from 
strength to strength over recent years 
and its appeal to both buyers and 
tenants is still growing. 

“Many of the buyers and tenants 
who look at properties in Kensington 
will also look in Netting Hill, but as 
the market evolves, it is becoming 
more important to have a presence 
in each area. This is particularly 
important for prospective sellers and 
landlords who want to feel that we are 


an integral part of their community.” 

Chesterton Humberts has also 
announced the opening next year 
of a new office on Ledbury Road 
in response to demand from local 
homeowners. Area director Tony 
Gambrill comments: “Even without a 
local presence, a substantial number 
of homeowners in Netting Hill 
contacted our Kensington branches to 
market their property as they realised 
the benefits of instructing an agency 
with a local and global reach.” 

Of course, the days when Netting 
Hill was an up and coming area have 
long passed, and the area has been 
well populated with agencies for 
some time. Caroline Foord of Knight 
Frank established their Westbourne 
Grove office in 2000. 

“While we covered the area from 
our office in Kensington for many 
years prior to opening the office on 
Westbourne Grove, it was essential to 
have an office located in the heart of 
the area,” she says. “We treasure the 
relationships and rapport we have 


established over many years now.” 

Notting Hill’s rich mix of property 
means local residents range from 
young professionals to families, and 
comprise newcomers to the area as 
well as those who’ve lived here for 
decades, including those lucky souls 
who bought their property before the 
area became so sought after. 

It’s also becoming increasingly 
popular with international buyers, as 
Bob Crowley of Bective Leslie Marsh, 
explains: “Notting Hill is growing in 
reputation internationally as the place 
to be in London. This is resulting, for 
example, in more recent Russian and 
Middle Eastern investment.” 

Despite growing foreign investment, 
the area remains family-orientated, 
says Oliver Lurot: “The majority of 
properties are family homes which 
attract UK-based buyers with young 
families, drawn to the area because of 
its culture and sense of community. 

“Additionally, Notting Hill has 
many communal gardens and squares 
which provide more outdoor space 
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Notting Hill has a wide choice of property 
ranging from large family homes, such as this 
five-bedroom communal garden property^n 
Lansdowne Road, £15m, to contemporary 
apartments like this four-bed penthouse, rigfttr 
on Westbourne Grove, £7.95m' (both Savil 
020 7727 5750^ 


than other parts of London. While we 
do have some foreign buyers, they 
are not as integral in the market as in 
other areas of prime central London.” 

Miles Meacock of Strutt & Parker 
points out the breadth of property on 
offer: “On the one hand Notting Hill 
is renowned for its garden squares 
which have lovely big family houses 
but there is just as much choice for 
smaller properties. The community 
feel is one of the biggest draws for 
potential purchasers.” 

As Notting Hill becomes ever 
more popular, tenants in particular 
are becoming more demanding, as 
Amanda Bastin of Douglas & Gordon 
reports. “We are seeing more and 
more rental property on the market 
and the standard is high. As tenants 
have more choice, they are becoming 
more selective. Landlords need to 



present their properties in excellent 
condition and be realistic about 
rental figures. Demand will pick up in 
the New Year and landlords who have 
adapted will reap the rewards.” 

Speak to any of the local agents 
and it’s clear that they are passionate 
about Notting Hill. “Having worked 
and lived in many different parts of 
London, 1 love Notting Hill because 
if offers something different from the 
rest of the capital and it’s constantly 
changing,” says Amanda. 

“The quirkiness, individuality and 
bohemian feel is felt throughout 
everyday life, from local residents 
to international travellers. Every day 
you are guaranteed to see something 
different, whether it be a street 
entertainer, an amazing loft style 
property with roof terrace, beautiful 
garden squares or delicious food 
being offered as you pass by the local 
stores or restaurants. Recently 1 saw a 
piano on Portobello Road with a note 
stuck on it saying ‘Please play me’! 
Notting Hill brings people together 
and appeals to all ages - there is 
something for everyone.” 

Caroline Foord points to Notting 
Hill’s “diversity, vitality and energy. 
Not only is Notting Hill so well 
positioned for communications, with 
an abundance of shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars, it has a truly unique 
character,” she says. “One minute 
you can be walking among the 
hustle and bustle of Portobello and 
Westbourne Grove, and the next you 
can experience the tranquillity of the 
communal gardens. It is a magical 
place and 1 absolutely love working 
here. It has been a privilege to see 
the area develop, to meet so many 
wonderful people and sell some of 
London’s finest property.” 


Notting Hill brings people together and 
appeals to all ages - there is something 
for everyone 


WHY IS NOTTING HILL 
SOSOUGHT-AFER? 

Notting Hill has everything 
a fashionable area needs, 
including: 

• High-end shops and 
restaurants, especially on 
Westbourne Grove, plus 
a choice of bars, clubs 
and cinema 

• Perenially popular Portobello 
market with its echoes of a 
more bohemian past 

• Proximity to Hyde Park, 
Kensington Gardens and 
Holland Park 

• Attractive residential streets 
including a higher than average 
number of garden squares 

• A good mix of property with 
everything from pieds-a-terre 
to large family homes, and 
both contemporary and period 
properties, including elegant 
Victorian terraces 

• Prices are still lower than some 
neighbouring areas 

• Potential for capital 
appreciation as tired homes 
are updated and multiple- 
occupancy buildings revert to 
single homes 

What are the best streets? 

The most popular areas are 
between Notting Hill Gate and 
Westbourne Grove, such as 
Kensington Park Gardens, 
Pembridge Crescent/Place/ 
Square, Dawson Place, 

Chepstow CrescentA/illas, 
Dawson Place, Ladbroke Square, 
Pembridge Place, Lansdowne 
Road/Crescent. 

Houses backing onto communal 
gardens tend to command the 
highest prices. 

On the market 

• Under £500,000: One-bedroom 
flat on Westbourne Grove, with 
access to communal gardens, 
£450,000 (Hamptons) 

• Under £2,000,000: 
Unmodernised three-bed 
maisonette on Ladbroke 
Gardens, £1,500,000 
(Knight Frank) 

• Under £5,000,000: Four- 
bedroom lateral flat on 
Kensington Park Road, 
£3,250,000 (Strutt & Parker) 
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PRS 

/orMUSic 

Foundation 


Wll Opera for Young People gratefully 
acknowledges financial support from PRS 
for Music Foundation 


W11 


OPERA 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Celebrating 10 years 
of sponsorship 

n Knight 
Frank 






- '• 

40 YEARS OF PERFORMANCES 
C/O Wll OPERA FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 



Knight 

Frank 



OVER 30 AMAZING SHOWS 
C/O NUMEROUS YOUNG TALENTS 



10 YEARS OF SPONSORSHIP 
C/O KNIGHT FRANK NOTTING HILL AND KENSINGTON 


PROUD 
SUPPORTERS 
OF Wll OPERA 

As the world’s largest privately owned property 
agency and consultancy, Knight Frank are 
trusted by clients around the globe. We are 
passionate about property and professional 
in everything we do so it was a natural fit to 
become the proud sponsors of Wll Opera 
for Young People*. Their passion for opera 
and music, developing children’s talents in 
a unique way, coupled with our passion for 
property has been a huge success. 

As we celebrate our 10th anniversary of 
sponsorship we look forward to supporting 
them for many years to come. 

Netting Hill - 020 7229 0229 
Kensington - 020 7938 4311 

KnightFrank.co.uk/FranklySpeaking 


*To find out more about W11 Opera visit www.w11opera.org 



Knight Frank 




Porchester Terrace, BayswaterW2 

Wonderful family house 

A charming home with secure off street parking, garden and planning permission to 
extend, located within close proximity to the open spaces of Hyde Park. Master bedroom 
with en suite dressing room and bathroom, 2 further bedrooms, bathroom, reception 
room, family room, kitchen, study/bedroom 4. Approximately 267 sq m (2,875 sq ft) 

Freehold 

Guide price: £3,750,000 






i-fTH 


KnightFrank.co.uk/HydePark 

hydepark@knightfrank.com 

020 3544 2483 


(HPE100131) 
































Hampshire House, Hyde Parl<W2 

Immaculate lateral apartment with stunning views 

Located close to Marble Arch and with south facing views across Hyde Park is this 
impressive fifth floor apartment. 5 bedrooms, 4 en suite bathrooms, shower room, 
reception room, dining room, Poggenpohl kitchen, guest cloakroom, walk-in safe, air 
conditioning, underfloor heating, lift, porter. Approximately 330 sq m (3,555 sq ft) 

Leasehold 

Guide price: £6,993,000 

(HPE120133) 



KnightFrank.co.uk/HydePark 

hydepark(a)knightfrank.com 

020 3544 2483 
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Knight Frank 




Lexham Gardens, Kensington W8 

Stunning apartment overlooking communal gardens 

Newly refurbished to the highest of standards, this beautiful three bedroom apartment is 
situated over the top two floors of this period building overlooking the pretty garden 
square. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, double reception room with balcony, kitchen, flat roof, 
access to communal gardens. Approximately 179 sq m (1,927 sq ft) 

Share of freehold 

Guide price: £2,850,000 


KnightFrank.co.uk/Kensington 

kens@knightfrank.com 

020 7938 4311 


(KEN12037) 






































Knight Frank 





Kensington Place, Kensington W8 

Pretty period family house in prime Kensington 

Located in the popular ‘Hillgate Village’ area of Kensington, this attractive three 
bedroom, period house offers excellent family accommodation and is in the desirable 
catchment area for Fox Primary School. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 reception rooms, 
dining room, garden. Approximately 130 sq m (1,405 sq ft) 

Freehold 

Guide price: £2,395,000 


KnightFrank.co.uk/Kensington 

kens(a)knightfrank.com 

020 7938 4311 


(KEN120221) 


































































Knight Frank 





Cottesmore Court, Kensington W8 

Contemporary apartment with impressive reception space, 
ideally situated in a quiet corner of Kensington. 2 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, reception room, kitchen, guest cloakroom. 
Approximately 102 sq m (1,093 sq ft) 

Available furnished 

Guide price: £875 perweek 

Kensington Lettings 
KnightFrank.co.uk/Lettings 

020 7937 8203 kensingtonlettings(5)knightfrank.com 


Campden Hill Square, Kensington W8 

Immaculate family house with stunning views over 
Kensington. 5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 3 reception rooms, 
kitchen, dining room, roof terrace, garden. Approximately 
373 sq m (4,034 sq ft) 

Available unfurnished 

Guide price: £4,950 perweek 

Kensington Lettings 
KnightFrank.co.uk/Lettings 

020 7937 8203 kensingtonlettings@knightfrank.com 



Abingdon Road, Kensington W8 

An extremely bright and spacious modern property positioned 
over two floors just off Kensington Fligh Street. 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, reception room, open plan kitchen, cloakroom, 
secure parking. Approximately 98 sq m (1,008 sq ft) 

Available unfurnished 


Lancaster Gate, Netting HillW2 

A well presented ground floor flat with wooden floors 
comprising 3 bedrooms, bathroom, en suite shower room, 
reception room and kitchen. Approximately 139 sq m 
(1,499 sq ft) 

Available unfurnished 


Guide price: £1,350 perweek 


Guide price: £895 perweek 


Kensington Lettings 
KnightFrank.co.uk/Lettings 

020 7937 8203 kensingtonlettings@knightfrank.com 


Notting Flill Lettings 
KnightFrank.co.uk/Lettings 

020 7985 9990 nottinghilllettings@knightfrank.com 
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Knight Frank 




Lansdowne Crescent, Netting Hill W11 

Recently refurbished two bedroom flat with access to 
communal gardens. 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, 
reception room, kitchen, cloakroom. Approximately 79 sq m 
(849 sq ft) 

Available unfurnished 

Guide price: £925 perweek 

Netting Hill Lettings 
KnightFrank.co.uk/Lettings 

020 7985 9990 nottinghilllettings(5)knightfrank.com 


Lancaster Mews, BayswaterW2 

A charming mews house with an integral garage and amazing 
roof terrace. 3 bedrooms, bathroom, shower room, reception 
room, kitchen/dining room, guest cloakroom. Approximately 
151 sq m (1,626 sq ft) 

Available furnished 

Guide price: £1,100 perweek 

Hyde Park Lettings 

KnightFrank.co.uk/Lettings 

020 3544 2484 hydeparklettings@knightfrank.com 



Kensington Park Gardens, Netting HillWII 

An elegant flat with two double bedrooms, single bedroom/ 
study, reception room/dining room, eat in kitchen, 

3 en suite bathrooms, cloakroom, access to communal 
garden. Approximately 161 sq m (1,728 sq ft) 

Available furnished 


Stanhope Place, Hyde ParkW2 

A charming family house. Master bedroom with en suite 
dressing room and bathroom, 3 further bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, 3 reception rooms, kitchen, cloakroom, garden, 
terrace, 2 vaults. Approximately 257 sq m (2,766 sq ft) 

Available unfurnished 


Guide price: £1,600 perweek 


Guide price: £2,250 perweek 


Netting Hill Lettings 
KnightFrank.co.uk/Lettings 

020 7985 9990 nottinghilllettings@knightfrank.com 


Hyde Park Lettings 
KnightFrank.co.uk/Lettings 

020 3544 2484 hydeparklettings@knightfrank.com 
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Let’s get lateral! 

Knight Frank explores the possibilities of lateral living 


Do you ever wonder if you are a tall 
skinny latte or a flat white? Translated 
into property terms - are you looking 
for a house over 5-6 storeys or an 
apartment just on one floor? 

Demand for lateral space is ever 
increasing and here at Knight Frank 
we have seen a real trend for a more 
Eurocentric or Anglo American way 
of living. As is common in Paris and 
New York, buyers are being driven 
by a number of factors. “The more 
continental European is looking for 
heritage or pedigree properties with 
presence, original features, volume 
and high ceilings,” comments Mark 
Harvey of Knight Frank International. 

The Netting Hill office has 
experienced an upsurge in demand 
for lateral living across the board from 
young professional urbanites, wealthy 
achievers, affluent greys and of course 
our international buyers. So why is 
lateral space in such demand? 

It’s all about volume and living 
on as few floors as possible. For 
example, within lateral apartments 
the staircase has been replaced with 
valuable useable floor area and being 
on one floor lends itself to modern 
convenient urban living, often in 
buildings with concierge.“Lateral 
conversions are such a rare 
commodity in Notting Hill that 


when such an apartment comes on 
the market there is huge interest,” 
says Caroline Foord of Knight Frank 
Notting Hill. 

We currently have a selection of 
amazing apartments in what was the 
Old Convent on Westbourne Grove. 
These have set a new bench mark 
in terms of quality and design and 
are without doubt synonymous with 
ultimate urban living. 

If, however, you are looking for 
more of a country feel, an apartment 
we are marketing on Lansdowne 
Road is a must see. It is located on 
one of the most sought after streets in 
the area, with off street parking and 
access to magical communal gardens, 
providing a unique and peaceful way 
of living away from the hustle and 
bustle. 

“To demonstrate both the demand 
for and scarcity of lateral apartments, 
our recent successes prove this 
perfectly,” says Arthur Lintell at Knight 
Frank Notting Hill. “We placed an 
apartment in Westbourne Gardens on 
the market and within 24 hours we 
had 3 buyers trying to outbid each 
other leading to a highly successful 
sale”. 

Our current showcase of apartments 
ranges from a one bedroom in 
Horbuiy Crescent at £775,000 to 



Lansdowne Road 

£8,950,000 

Knight Frank Notting Hiii 
020 7229 0229 



Elgin Crescent 

£2,400,000 

Knight Frank Notting Hiii 
020 7229 0229 


the apartment mentioned above in 
Lansdowne Road at £8,950,000. So 
what’s it to be - a flat white or tall 
skinny latte? } 

To find out more visit - 
KnightFrank. co. uk/FrankiySpeaking 
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Savills already making 

its mark on 

Netting Hill 

New office opens in one of the most exciting areas ofprime central London 


SAVILLS HAS OPENED A new office in 
Netting Hill on Westbourne Grove, headed 
up by Oliver Lurot. The team will be working 
very closely with the highly 
successful Savills Kensington 
office which is overseen by Johnny 
Fuller. 

With 14 years of experience in 
the sale of prime central London 
houses, Oliver will be supported 
by excellent sales and lettings 
teams with an in-depth knowledge 
ofWiI and the surrounding areas. 

Oliver comments, ‘we are 
delighted to move into our new 
office after working successfully 
from the Kensington office since 
earlier this year. Already, we have 
made our mark on the area having 
sold a property in Artesian Village 
at over £l,8oO per sq ft which is 
a new record for those particular 
streets, a good result having been in the 
area for only four weeks. We are expecting 
a busy few months ahead and from this 
new office, we will be able to provide a 
closer service to our clients. We also hope to 
increase footfall from buyers (and tenants) 
visiting the area, especially seeing as we are 
open on Saturdays.’ Using the huge success 
of the Savills Kensington office as a spring 
board, Oliver and his team expect to shake up 
the market in the area. The new Savills site 
is located with the likes of Granger, Diptyque 
and Whistles on the doorstep, within a part 
of Westbourne Grove which has really come 
into it’s own in the past few years. Oliver 
says, ‘here at Savills we really are in one of 
the best spots for passing public. The office 
looks fantastic and people have already been 
drawn in by the friendly and cosy atmosphere 
we offer here.’ 

Oliver will be supported by Nik Dennis 



“We are expecting a busy 
few months ahead and 
from this new office, we 
will be able to provide a 
closer service to 
our clients” 

as Head of Lettings, who has a wealth of 
experience valuing property in the Wll, 
WlO and y^ 2 , areas. Nik has been involved 
in a variety of transactions ranging from 
smaller executive apartments through to large 
Victorian family homes and has successfully 
managed teams within the area during 
buoyant times as well as the challenging 
markets of previous years. Nik has already 
let some fantastic properties in Notting Hill 
since the office has opened. 

According to Oliver, Notting Hill and 


Kensington are some of the most exciting 
areas in London to work in. It is an 
‘incredibly diverse area situated in one of 
the most convenient locations in 
prime central London. Whilst 
retaining the hustle and bustle 
of central London, some parts 
of the area have a remarkably 
intimate feel and no other area in 
London has so much access onto 
open spaces.’ Additionally, there 
is ‘fantastic and easy access out to 
the West Country and the streets 
are filled with individual, exciting 
boutiques and cafes rather than 
typical high-street stores and chain 
restaurants, all of which adds to 
the area’s charm.’ According to 
Oliver, ‘no single day in Notting 
Hill is the same, and I am lucky 
enough to be dealing with some of 
the most fascinating and beautiful 
properties on the market.’ 

Lasdy, Oliver is thrilled to report that already 
Savills has some of the best properties in the area 
on their books, ‘whilst we are starting to enter 
the quieter period around Christmas, we are 
still seeing an active market as both buyers and 
sellers are recovering from the pent-up demand 
which has existed since the summer. The best 
thing about Savills is that whilst we have a very 
strong local knowledge, we also benefit from a 
large global network of over 500 and associates 
offices worldwide whilst maintaining a highly 
personal service for all of our clients, so please 
do pop in and say hello.’ 


Savills Netting Hill 

168 Westbourne Grove 
London Wll ^RW 
nottinghill@savills.com 

020 7727 5750 



savills 





















Reasons why people 
moved this year* 

■ Want to live in a larger 
or better property 

■ Retirement 

■ First time buyer 

■ Returning to UK 

■ Redevelopment 

■ Quality of life 

■ Other 

■ Personal reasons 

■ Better quality of property 

■ Better town or area 

■ Investment 

■ New job or job relocation 

■ Want to live in a smaller 
or less expensive property 


We helped many people’s wishes 
come true this year. 

Here’s to doing the same in 2013 

More than you’re looking for. 



*Source: Savills Research 




Clarendon Road, W11 
Guide £8.25 million 


Ladbroke Square, W11 
Excess £8 million 


Norland Square, W11 
Guide £6.45 million 




Edwardes Square, W8 
Guide £3.95 million 



Academy Gardens, W8 
Guide £1,975 per week 


Portland Road, W11 
Asking £2,150 per week 


Stafford Terrace, W8 
Guide £4,950 per week 


These are just a few of the properties we have sold and let for 
our clients in 2012. To see how we can help with your 2013 
wish list, call us or visit savills.co.uk. 


Savills Notting Hill 
168 Westbourne Grove 
London W11 2RW 
020 7727 5750 
nottinghill@savills.conn 


Savills Kensington 

145 Kensington Church Street 

London W8 7LP 

020 7535 3300 

kensington@savills.com 
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A DELIGHTFUL, WELL ARRANGED FAMILY HOUSE WITH WEST-FACING GARDEN 

PORTLAND ROAD, W11 


2 reception rooms ♦ study ♦ kitchen 

♦ master bedroom suite ♦ 3 further bedrooms 

♦ studio room/bedroom 5 leading to roof terrace 

♦ further bathroom ♦ guest cloakroom/utility room 

♦ west-facing garden ♦ 235 sq m (2,528 sq ft) 

Guide £4.5 million Freehold 



Savills Netting Hill 

Oliver Lurot 
olurot@savills.conn 

020 7727 5750 


Kane Properties 

Theresa Kane 

Theresa@kaneproperties.co.uk 

020 7351 9322 


































STUNNING LUXURY PENTHOUSE IN PRIME NOTTING HILL 

WESTBOURNE GROVE, W11 


Drawing room with dining area ♦ study/TV room ♦ kitchen ♦ master bedroom suite 
with dressing room ♦ 3 further bedroom suites ♦ guest cloakroom ♦ utility room 

♦ 2 roof terraces ♦ additional storage ♦ direct lift access 

♦ 320 sq m (3,446 sq ft) 



Savills Netting Hill 

Oliver Lurot 
olurot@savills.com 

020 7727 5750 


Guide £7.95 million Freehold 
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STYLISH FAMILY TOWNHOUSE ARRANGED OVER FOUR FLOORS 

PEMBRIDGE VILLAS, W11 


5 bedrooms ♦ double reception room ♦ family room 

♦ kitchen/breakfast room ♦ 4 bathrooms ♦ guest 
cloakroom ♦ utility room ♦ south-facing patio 
garden ♦ secure underground parking 

♦ 277 sq m (2,979 sq ft) 



Savills Kensington 

Monika Scott 
m kscott@savi lls.com 

020 7535 3333 


Savills Netting Hill 

Nik Dennis 
ndennis@savills.com 

020 7727 5751 


£2,950 per week Unfurnished 
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CONTEMPORARY STYLE SEVEN BEDROOM HOUSE SET OVER EOUR ELOORS 

PORGHESTER TERRACE, W11 


7 bedrooms ♦ 2 reception rooms ♦ open plan kitchen ♦ 6 bathrooms ♦ office 
♦ utility room ♦ guest cloakroom ♦ swimming pool ♦ jacuzzi ♦ sauna ♦ west¬ 
facing garden ♦ secure off-street parking ♦ 612 sq m (6,591 sq ft) 



Savills Netting Hill 

Nik Dennis 
ndennis@savills.com 

020 7727 5751 


£9,000 per week Unfurnished 
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A BEAUTIFUL DUPLEX APARTMENT WITH SECLUDED TERRACE 

OBSERVATORY GARDENS, W8 


3 bedroom suites ♦ 2 reception rooms ♦ open plan 
kitchen ♦ guest cloakroom ♦ study area ♦ terrace 
and patio garden ♦ secure underground parking 
♦ 24hr porter ♦ 227 sq m (2,443 sq ft) 



Savills Kensington 

Isabel Lacey 
ilacey@savills.com 

020 7535 3333 


Savills Netting Hill 

Amy Mackinnon 
amackinnon@savills.com 

020 7727 5751 


£2,950 per week Unfurnished 


































































Stanhope Place, Hyde Park, W2 
£2,250 per week 

What: A beautiful five bedroom family 
home available for rent just seoonds 
from the open spaoes of Hyde Park. 
Wow factor: This house has been 
newly deoorated and offers fantastic 
family living space. 

Extras: Arranged over four floors, 


there are five bedrooms, four 
bathrooms, dressing rooms, two 
large reception rooms, dining room, 
family kitchen and a separate utility 
room. There are wooden floors, new 
appliances and a patio garden and a 
terrace. 

Knight Frank Hyde Park 
020 7871 5070 


property 



Market Comment 

Tacita Rolls, Knight Frank, has 
spent six months in Notting 
Hill, and on her return to 
Kensington, gives her before 
and after thoughts on the 
property market 

What was the market like 
before you left? 

There was a huge amount of hype 
over the Olympics; the media were 
quick to suggest inflated prices and 
tenants were keen to have moved 
before the start of the games. The 
general market had begun to 
gather pace but there was a lack of 
corporate interest and a shortage 
of good family houses. 

How does it compare to the 
market now? 

The market saw a boost in activity 
and relocations agents seem 
to be back out with renewed 
activity. There has been a little 
inconsistency in the market with 
busier weeks followed by quieter 
times brought. There is a great 
selection of family houses on the 
market but a shortage of one to 
two bedroom properties. Tenants 
are being more cautious and 
there is a slight dip in prices being 
achieved. 

What do you love 
about Kensington? 

1 love the bustle of the high street, 
added with the fact that you 
can turn off and be in a lovely 
picturesque setting, such as South 
End Row, which is like stepping 
into a village. 

What is so special about 
property in Kensington? 

The variation in Kensington is great 
- the quaint cottages of Hillgate 
village and the grandeur of houses 
found in Holland Park attract 
people from all over the world. 

Knight Frank, 020 7937 8203 


Property 

round up 

The latest news and views from The Hill’s patch 


Another string to their bow 

John D Wood & Co. is pleased 
to announoe the opening of 
its sixteenth London offioe in 
Ladbroke Grove, W11 on Tuesday 
6th November. Looated at 
136a Lanoaster Road, London, 
very olose to Ladbroke Grove 
Underground station, this is John 
D Wood & Co.’s sixth offioe in 
the Royal Borough of Kensington 
& Chelsea, linking up with the 
oompany’s suooessful Kensington 
and Holland Park offioes. 

The offioe will sell and let 
properties in Ladbroke Grove, 
Notting Hill and Kensal Rise and will 
be run by Rollo Miles who moves 
from the Holland Park offioe. Rollo 
is joined by John Paul Downes, 
from an established estate agenoy 
in North Kensington. 

Peter Young, Managing Direotor 
of John D Wood & Co. oomments: 

“I have been looking for an 


appropriate looation to open a 
new branoh in Ladbroke Grove 
for several years. I am delighted 
we have found these exoellent 
premises at 136a Lanoaster Road 
and we are now able to provide 
a dedioated team to sell and let 
properties in Ladbroke Grove, 
Notting Hill and Kensal Rise.” 

Rollo Miles, Manager of John 
D Wood & Co. in Ladbroke Grove 
oomments: “I am proud and 
privileged to be returning to my 
roots. I grew up in Leamington 
Road Villas, W11 and more 
reoently lived on St Marks Road, 
W10. I know Ladbroke Grove, 
North Kensington and Notting 
Hill like the baok of my hand and 
am very muoh looking forward to 
establishing John D Wood & Co. in 
the area.” 

John D Wood & Co 
020 7229 2356 
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WESTBOURNE PARK ROAD, W2 £ 2 , 650 ,ooo freehold 

A beautifully presented, bow fronted, semi-detached house with attractive gardens to the front and rear. Wonderful double reception over 
the raised ground floor and the perfect open plan kitchen living space on the lower ground with excellent natural light, opening to 
gardens both front and back. A stunning home, perfect for a couple or young family. 

3 bedrooms | 1 reception | 2 bathrooms | terraced house | 2070 approx sq ft 


THE WHOLE WINKWORTH NETWORK 
NOW IN YOUR POCKET 

Scan this code to download the 
Winkworth iPhone opp 



Winkworth 


020 7727 3227 | nottinghill@winkworth.co.uk 


winkworth.co.uk/nottinghill 

























PRINCES MEWS, W2 £i,800,ooo freehold 

A lovely three storey mews house with expansive open living space over the ground and first floors and two bedrooms, two bathrooms 
above. Planning permission has been granted to create an additional floor beneath the house and the house further benefits from access 
to beautiful communal gardens. 

2 bedrooms | 1 reception | 2 bathrooms | terraced house | 1352 approx sq ft 



Winkworth 


020 7727 3227 | nottinghill@winkworth.co.uk 


winkworth.co.uk/nottinghill 
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One star property... 


...four prime central 
London agents... 


...a further 85 offices 
across the UK, 55 in 
London alone... 


...one sold property. 


winkworth.co.uk 
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OUR LONDON 
AND NATIONAL 
NETWORK IS 
SOMETHING 
TO CELEBRATE. 

A festive message from us 

At this time of year, we imagine you are busy planning for the festive period. Selling your home is possibly the last 
thing on your mind. But whatever the time of year, our four offices in the Royal borough Kensington & Chelsea, are 
sharing both properties and buyers and giving Just that little bit extra when it comes to service. 

We love our very special patch of London. We are immersed in it and we know every nook and cranny. And we take 
the same approach with every home that we market. Do get in touch with us when the time is right for you and we’ll 
tell you more. 

Winkworth. See things differently. 


Winkworth Kensington Winkworth Knightsbridge & Chelsea 

020 7727 1500 I kensington@winkworth.co.uk 020 7589 6616 I knightsbridge@winkworth.co.uk 

Winkworth Notting Hill Winkworth South Kensington 

020 7727 3227 I nottinghill@winkworth.co.uk 020 7373 5052 I southkensington@winkworth.co.uk 


Winkworth 
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I Onji^ 

SOPHIA ELENA 



THE CRAVEN COLLECTION PENTHOUSE W2 £5,000,000 share of freehold 
4 bedrooms | triple aspect reception | 4 bathrooms | air-conditioning | wrap around roof terrace 



WESTBOURNE GROVE W11 £675,000 shore of freehold 

bedroom | reception | bathroom | kitchen | south facing balcony | lift | demised parking 




RIVERVIEW COURT PENTHOUSE El4 £995,000 leasehold 

3 bedrooms | double reception | 2 bathrooms | open-plan kitchen | spectacular terrace | parking 


020 7229 1414 


10 Clarendon Road London W11 3AA 

nottinghiii@century2iuk.com www.century21 uk.com/nottinghill 































CAMPDEN HILL ROAD W8 £5,995,000 freehold 

5 bedrooms | double reception | 4 bathrooms | kitchen/ breakfast room | alr-conditioning | garden 


020 7229 1414 


www.century21 uk.com/nottinghill 


10 Clarendon Road London W11 3AA 
nottlnghlll@century21 uk.com 















Chelsea 

Fulham & Parsons Green 
Kensington & Holland Park 
Knightsbridge, Belgravia & Mayfair 
Netting Hill & Bayswater 
West Chelsea & South Kensington 


Sales 020 7225 3866 
Sales 020 7731 7100 
Sales 020 7938 3666 
Sales 020 7235 9959 
Sales 020 7221 1111 
Sales 020 7373 1010 


struttandparker.com 


Lettings 020 7589 9966 
Lettings 020 7731 7100 
Lettings 020 7938 3866 
Lettings 020 7235 9959 
Lettings 020 7221 1111 
Lettings 020 7373 1010 


City Office 

Professional Valuations 
UK Commercial & Residential 
Residential Investment 
Property Management 


020 7600 3456 
020 7318 5039 
020 7629 7282 
020 7318 5198 
020 7052 9417 



Bullingham Mansions Kensington W8 

1172 sq ft (108.88 sq m) 

An ideally located three bedroom flat on the third floor of this well 
maintained portered mansion block. 


Kensington 

kensington@struttandparker.com 

020 7938 3666 


Entrance hall Drawing room Dining room Kitchen Master bedroom with en 
suite bathroom Two further bedrooms Second bathroom Resident caretaker 


Asking price £1,650,000 Leasehold 







Hornton Street Kensington W8 

1153 sq ft (107.11 sq m) 

An impressively designed and well presented three bedroom flat in 
this well maintained building. 


Kensington 

kensington@struttandparker.com 

020 7938 3666 


Entrance hall Drawing room Kitchen Master bedroom with en suite bathroom 
Two further bedrooms Shower room Vault 


Asking price £1,195,000 Leasehold 
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STRUTT 

-PARKER 



Launceston Place Kensington W8 

1347 sq ft (125.14 sq m) 

An elegant and well presented two bedroom maisonette with 
excellent entertaining space Including a wonderful drawing room 
with fabulous views. 


Kensington 

kensington@struttandparker.com 

020 7938 3666 


Drawing room Dining room Kitchen Two bedrooms Bathroom Cloakroom 


Asking price £1,700,000 Leasehold 





Palmerston House 

1035 sq ft (96.15 sq m) 


Kensington W8 


Kensington 

kensington@struttandparker.com 

020 7938 3666 


A charming and well presented two bedroom flat with resident 
porterage and an underground car parking space. 


Entrance hall Drawing room Kitchen/breakfast room Two bedrooms 
Bathroom Cloakroom Balcony Resident porter Lift Underground parking 
space 


Asking price £1,350,000 Share of Freehold 


I 















Chelsea 

Fulham & Parsons Green 
Kensington & Holland Park 
Knightsbridge, Belgravia & Mayfair 
Netting Hill & Bayswater 
West Chelsea & South Kensington 


Sales 020 7225 3866 
Sales 020 7731 7100 
Sales 020 7938 3666 
Sales 020 7235 9959 
Sales 020 7221 1111 
Sales 020 7373 1010 


struttandparker.com 


Lettings 020 7589 9966 
Lettings 020 7731 7100 
Lettings 020 7938 3866 
Lettings 020 7235 9959 
Lettings 020 7221 1111 
Lettings 020 7373 1010 


City Office 

Professional Valuations 
UK Commercial & Residential 
Residential Investment 
Property Management 


020 7600 3456 
020 7318 5039 
020 7629 7282 
020 7318 5198 
020 7052 9417 



Ladbroke Gardens Netting Hill W11 

2,932 sq ft (272.4 sq m) 

An outstanding four bedroom maisonette in this Grade il iisted 
buiiding with direct access to communai gardens. 


Netting Hill 

020 7221 1111 

JSA Knight Frank 

020 7229 0229 


Two reception rooms Kitchen/breakfast room Four bedrooms Four bathrooms 
Utility room Cloakroom Garden Access to Communal Gardens 

Asking price £4,950,000 Share of Freehold 
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STRUTT 
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Queensborough Terrace Netting Hill W2 

1,054 sq ft (98 sq m) 


Netting Hill 

nottinghill@struttandparker.com 

020 7221 1111 


This modern and neutrally furnished apartment has been 
refurbished to an excellent standard and is situated within a new 
stylish development. 


Reception room Kitchen Two doubie bedrooms Bathroom Balcony 


£735 per week Furnished 



Kensington Park Road Notting Hill W11 

466 sq ft (43.2 sq m) 

A newly refurbished one bedroom flat on the first floor of a period 
conversion, situated on this very desirable street in Notting Hill. 


Notting Hill 

nottinghill@struttandparker.com 


020 7221 1111 


Reception room Open plan kitchen Double bedroom Bathroom Utility room 
Balcony 


£595 per week Furnished 
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Chelsea 

Fulham & Parsons Green 
Kensington & Holland Park 
Knightsbridge, Belgravia & Mayfair 
Netting Hill & Bayswater 
West Chelsea & South Kensington 


Sales 020 7225 3866 
Sales 020 7731 7100 
Sales 020 7938 3666 
Sales 020 7235 9959 
Sales 020 7221 1111 
Sales 020 7373 1010 


struttandparker.com 


Lettings 020 7589 9966 
Lettings 020 7731 7100 
Lettings 020 7938 3866 
Lettings 020 7235 9959 
Lettings 020 7221 1111 
Lettings 020 7373 1010 


STRUTT 

-PARKER 




€ 



Portobello Road Netting Hill W11 

1,010 sq ft (93.8 sq m) 

A Stunning two bedroom apartment on the first floor of a period 
conversion situated in the heart of Notting Hill. 


Netting Hill 

nottinghill@struttandparker.com 

020 7221 1111 


Entrance hall Reception room Kitchen Master bedroom with en suite shower 
room Second bedroom Bathroom Roof terrace 


£1,000 per week Unfurnished 



























Where will we find 
your perfect buyer? 

At Strutt & Parker, we’ve always gone to great 
lengths to bring the right buyer to your door, using 
our knowledge, oontaots and total commitment 
to achieve the sale you want. But now we go further 
than ever. As members of the Christie’s International 
Real Estate network, we can reach quality buyers 
in 42 countries via 1,049 offices and a website 
visited 135,600 times a month. 

There’s no better way to open your door to the world. 

103 Kensington Church Street 
London, W8 7LN 
Tel:+44 (0)20 7938 3666 
kensington@struttandparker.com 


CHRISTIE’S 


STRUTT 

-PARKER 


struttandparker.com/christies 


INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 




Chelsea 

Fulham & Parsons Green 
Kensington & Holland Park 
Knightsbridge, Belgravia & Mayfair 
Netting Hill & Bayswater 
West Chelsea & South Kensington 


Sales 020 7225 3866 
Sales 020 7731 7100 
Sales 020 7938 3666 
Sales 020 7235 9959 
Sales 020 7221 1111 
Sales 020 7373 1010 


struttandparker.com 


Lettings 020 7589 9966 
Lettings 020 7731 7100 
Lettings 020 7938 3866 
Lettings 020 7235 9959 
Lettings 020 7221 1111 
Lettings 020 7373 1010 


STRUTT 

-PARKER 



Observatory Gardens Kensington W8 

1568 sq ft (146 sq m) 

A bright and charming three bedroom flat ideally located in the 
heart of Kensington, benefitting from natural light throughout and 
ample entertaining space. 


Kensington 

Kensington,lettings@struttandparker,com 

020 7938 3866 


Reception room Kitchen Master bedroom Two further bedrooms Three 
bathrooms Patio Underground parking 24 hour porterage 


£1,750 per week Unfurnished 
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Where will we find 
your perfect buyer? 


At Strutt & Parker, we’ve always gone to great 
lengths to bring the right buyer to your door, using 
our knowledge, oontaots and total commitment 
to achieve the sale you want. But now we go further 
than ever. As members of the Christie’s International 
Real Estate network, we can reach quality buyers 
in 42 countries via 1,049 offices and a website 
visited 135,600 times a month. 

There’s no better way to open your door to the world. 

303 Westbourne Grove 
London, W11 2QA 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7221 1111 
nottlnghill@struttandparker.com 


CHRISTIE’S 


STRUTT 

-PARKER 


struttandparker.com/christies 


INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 
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The inside track 

All the latest events, statistics and prime buys 



iavilis Netting Hill, Mark Ri 
S(ecutive of Savills West Er 
avills Notting Hill Lettings. 


Go west 

A fantastic turnout of around 150 
guests arrived at the 202 restaurant on 
Westbourne Grove this month, ready 
to celebrate the launch of the Savills’ 
Notting Hill office. Champagne and 
canapes were provided in-house for 
a wide demographic of clients, press 
and Savills employees. 

Oliver Lurot, head of Savills Notting 
Hill, comments: ‘We were thrilled 
with the turnout and 1 hope that the 
party’s success will be a precursor 
for the rest of the year. The office 
will help us enormously within the 
Kensington and Notting Hill patch. 
Whilst we already have an established 
team in Kensington, we hope that 
the new Notting Hill office will result 
in a higher amount of footfall from 
local residents and will enable us to 
provide a closer service to our clients 


based in Notting Hill. We already have 
a great track record in W11 and are 
lucky to be starting off with a number 
of good instructions on our books. 

We are expecting a busy few months 
ahead.’ 

Oliver will be supported by a 
fantastic team including Nik Dennis 
as Head of Lettings at Notting Hill. He 
has worked in the area for the past six 
years and has a wealth of experience 
valuing property in the Wll, WIO and 
W2 areas. Nik has been involved in a 
variety of transactions ranging from 
smaller executive apartments through 
to large Victorian family homes and 
has successfully managed teams 
within the area during buoyant times 
as well as the challenging markets of 
previous years. 

Savills Notting Hill, 020 7727 5750. 



Petersham House 
Harrington Road, SW7 
£4,950,000 

What: A superb, extremely 
well proportioned 
penthouse apartment. 

Wow factor: 360 degree 
terraoe, hot tub and far 
reaohing views. 

Extras: Three bedrooms, 
three bathrooms, reoeption 
room, kitohen, dining room. 
Savills Chelsea 
020 7578 9000 
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Market Comment, 

Savills Chelsea 

Outside of Westminster, Kensington 
and Chelsea shoulder the highest 
stamp duty tax bill in the whole of 
the UK. The owners of Britain’s most 
expensive homes paid around a 
fifth of the &4.22 billion stamp duty 
land tax last year bill last year, with 
receipts weighted heavily towards 
London and the South East. The 
figures fly in the face of popular 
opinion that such owners do not pay 
their fair share. 

Five inner London boroughs 

- Westminster, Kensington & 
Chelsea, Wandsworth, Camden 
and Hammersmith & Fulham 

- accounted for 20 per cent of total 
receipts, with home buyers paying 
a total of &828 million. Kensington 
and Chelsea contributed to 4,160 
total sales last year over £2 million, 
to a value of £6,121 million. 

This meant that Kensington and 
Chelsea contributed to 6.37% of 
the total stamp duty takings by the 
government in the past year - the 
second highest in all of the UK. 


Charlie Bubear, head of Savills 
Chelsea, comments: ‘It is no surprise 
that we see such high tax revenue 
coming out of Kensington and 
Chelsea. These few square miles 
of London are home to some of 
the most expensive and desirable 
property in the capital. Investment 
is driven by both UK and foreign 
buyers who are drawn to prime 
central London because of its 
relative financial stability. Despite 
the large tax receipts traditionally 
generated by sales in Kensington 
and Chelsea, the market has been 
affected by the stamp duty hike. 
Across prime central London, we 
have seen transactions in the £2 
million to £2.25 million bracket, 
just above the new 7% stamp duty 
threshold, drop by 29%, while the 
market has seen a 37% increase in 
activity under £2 million. However, 
in our local market, when we step 
above the £2.25 million mark the 
market is relatively unchanged. 
There is certainly a degree of price 
sensitivity, but the higher end of the 
market is still trading well.’ 



A towering success 

One of London’s leading residential 
developers, Barratt Developments 
Plo, is busy fine-tuning a diverse 
portfolio of seven London towers 
offering superb living aooommodation, 
breathtaking views of London 
and exoellent onsite faoilities. The 
visionary GWQ Tower in Chiswiok 
will be oomprised of 74 private one, 
two and three-bedroom apartments 
set around a oentral piazza and 


oommunal landsoaped gardens. 
Residents will have exolusive aooess 
to a top-of-the-range fitness suite, 
an onsite oyole olub and art gallery. 
Nearby Chiswiok offers a wide range 
of boutique shops, oafes, restaurants 
and bars. The tower is due for 
oompletion in June 2014. 

Prioes to be announoed, but 
prospeotive buyers oan register now. 
Contact the marketing suite on 
08448 114 334 . 
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To make sure they 
get the best service, 
wise men go to Crayson. 

We didn't open our doors to be like everyone else. 

We entered a category in crisis, crying out for new agency. With the energy, 
the drive (and the nerve) to shake things up. 

At the end of our second year, we wish to thank everyone who has been wise 
enough to have instructed us. Who have profited from a fresher, more intelligent 
approach to both selling and buying. 

Who have benefitted from an uncompromised service. 

Who are you? Why not drop in for a glass of mulled wine and a festive mince pie. 

We would love to meet you. 


hello@crayson.com T 020 72211117 
10 Lambton Place London Wii 2SH 


@ CRAYSON 



_Portland Road, Holland Park Wii 

A well-organised Victorian family house set on 
the mid-section of this charming road 

_Designed originally for a professional family with staff by its Victorian architect, this 

house now accommodates the more modern needs of a young family. The lower ground floor has been 
completely opened up to provide perfect play areas for children by day and adults by night, with great 
entertaining space and plenty of storage. 
















































_Three reception rooms 

_Kitchen / dining / family room 

_Study 

_Master bedroom suite 

_Three further bedrooms & one further bathroom 

_Terrace 

_Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 

_1999 sq ft /185.7 sq m (vault included) 

_Guide Price £3.25m million Freehold 


@ CRAYSON 


Sole Agent 

hello@crayson.com T 020 72211117 
10 Lambton Place London Wii 2SH 








































_Harvist Road, Queen's Park NW6 

A large, late-Victorian family house on one 
of the best streets in fashionable Queen's Park 

_An uber chic five bedroom house which has been recently opened up and transformed 

into an oasis of beautiful calm colours and perfectly planned rooms - a fabulous living space for 
a large family. 



















_Two reception rooms 

_Kitchen / dining room 

_Master bedroom suite & dressing room 

_Utility / cloakroom 

_Four further bedrooms & two further bathrooms 

_Garden & roof terrace 

_Off-street parking 

_3,117 sq ft / 290 sq m 

_Guide Price £2.675 million Freehold 



Sole Agent 

hello@crayson.com T 020 72211117 
10 Lambton Place London Wii 2SH 


@ CRAYSON 
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Agent 

speaks 

Matthew Harrop, Director 
at John D Wood & Co. 


Prime Kensington has experienced a strong year 
helped by the uncertain and volatile world financial 
markets, where international investors regard 
London property as “a store of wealth”. In addition 
to sterling being so weak, most foreign buyers see 
London property as something of a deal in their own 
currencies. As an example, the Singapore Dollar in 
the last five years is 59% up against the Pound, with 
the Euro 23% up. 

That said, the ratio between supply and demand 
is dictating how well properties are selling, and at 
what price. We have seen overpriced properties 
languishing on the market, eventually selling for 
less than they should, whilst those correctly priced 
attracting good interest. Vendors should be wary 
of pricing themselves out of the market, even if 
they are open to negotiation - as interestingly, 
recent research by Rightmove reveals that two 
in five would-be buyers will not visit a property 
they consider overpriced, even if it matches their 
criteria. The internet has changed the way property 
is viewed by potential buyers, and with more and 
more enquiries coming directly by email from the 
various property portals, there is less chance of a 
frank face to face conversation between agent and 
applicant about a property which suits their needs 
but is over-budget. If the research by Rightmove 
applies to the Kensington market then it is more 
important than ever to take advice and price your 

Vendors should be wary 
of pricing themselves out 
of the market. Two in 
five would-be buyers will 
not visit a property they 
consider overpriced 



property appropriately, or run the risk of deterring 
interest from browsing parties. 

Today’s London homeowners have become 
very discerning when choosing which agent to 
instruct. On the one hand they are looking for 
a local agent with a ready database of serious 
applicants, and on the other they also want to 
know their property will be marketed to a global 
audience, reaching every possible international 
buyer, however great the time difference from 
London. 

At John D Wood & Co. we are able to create 
both a local and global market for your property; 
we have just opened our sixth office in the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. The new 
office, in Ladbroke Grove, will strengthen and 
enhance the service we already offer to W8, W2, 
Wll, W14 and WIO. Furthermore, in the last year 
more than 50% of our Prime Central London 
sales have been to international buyers, and the 
proportion is growing. With such a strong global 
reach and a thorough knowledge of this world city 
we are at the forefront of the industry and a natural 
choice if you are looking to relocate to London. Our 
team of professional staff is always on hand to assist, 
and with 20 different languages between us we 
ensure that nothing is lost in translation. } 

To find out more about John D Wood & Co. visit 
johndwood.co.uk 
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In the know 

Insight into the prime central London market 



Luxe Living 

Roman House, Berkeley’s new 
boutique development of 90 
apartments in the heart of the City 
of London, offers a rare opportunity 
to own a luxurious apartment in the 
global financial centre, surrounded by 
some of the Capital’s finest restaurants 


and bars, ideal for those wanting to be 
a part of the high-octane city lifestyle. 

First completions are anticipated for 
2014 and prices start from £499,995 for 
a studio apartment. 

For more information contact Berkeiey 
Fiomes on 020 7920 9920 or visit 
roman-house, co. uk 


CAMERONS S riFF & i. 
i 020 S459 1133 



Happy Birthday Camerons Stiff 

Camerons Stiff roots have been firmly 
established in the North West London 
property market since first opening 
its doors in 1982. Over the last 12 
years the business has flourished 
with the introduction of Lettings and 
Management, a partnership with 
Queens Park Partnership and the 
latest ventures New Homes. 

At the forefront of the technical 
age we live in, Camerons Stiff is 
constantly looking at new techniques 
to aid the selling of properties. 
Nevertheless, ‘personal service’ is key 
- combining energy, professionalism, 
and the very best local knowledge. 
cameronsstiff. co. uk 


Market Comment 

Elena Dimova, Century 21 
Sophia Elena 

Cash is king. That is the name 
of the game, as prime central 
London continues to attract a 
tremendous amount of overseas 
investment capital. What makes 
the prime central London 
market so resilient through 
challenging times in the local and 
global economy is not only the 
desirability of this most sought- 
after part of London, but the ever 
growing interest from cash-rich 
overseas buyers, looking for a 
safe haven for their capital. On 
the path to recovery, confidence 
around the world goes up and 
it goes down, but what remain 
constant are the fundamentals 
underpinning the investment 
case for owning property in prime 
central London. The market has 
limited and constrained supply. 
The UK has a well established 
and respected title and legal 
system, with a long tradition of 
promoting and protecting private 
property ownership. It has a 
non-protectionist environment, 
friendly to foreign nationals owning 
UK property. London is a very 
cosmopolitan city, a prominent 
global hub for financial services 
and a vast array of business 
sectors and industries. It is a city 
that offers world class education, 
rich history and culture. These 
factors, combined with favourable 
demographics, lead to a steady 
increase in long term demand for 
living in London. How well you 
expose your property to cash- 
rich overseas buyers when selling 
will determine your success in 
achieving the best price for your 
property in the optimal timeframe. 

Century 21, 020 7229 1414 
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Prospective buyers 
and tenants from: 

194 

countries 

VISITED OUR WEBSITE 
IN THE LAST YEAR 



OUR INTERNATIONAL 
DESK IS FLUENT IN 

18 

LANGUAGES 


60 % 

OF OUR SALES IN 

CENTRAL LONDON ARE TO 
INTERNATIONAL BUYERS 


Local know-how. Better results. 


MARSH^PARSONS 


Jl 







See all of our properties online: 

marshandparsons.co.uk 

Join us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/marshandparsons 


Follow us on Twitter: 

twitter.com/marshandparsons 

Visit our YouTube channel: 

youtube.com/user/marshandparsons 


MARSH^PARSONS 




Westbourne Park Road W11 £3,300,000 

This wide, well proportioned house currently provides reception space arranged over two floors, that includes a large kitchen/dining 
room and an elegant first floor reception room, that enjoys fantastic light from two large sash windows. The bedroom accommodation 
includes a large master suite and three further double bedrooms served by a family bathroom. This grand house further benefits 
from a private south facing terrace accessed from the kitchen and a large, south facing walled garden. Freehold. Sole Agents. 


NOTTING HILL: 020 7313 2890 sales.not@marshandparsons.co.uk 


SALES 



























MOUNTGRANGE HERITAGE (rdD 



Wynnstay Gardens, W8 £3,395,000 Share of Freehold 

A truly charming third floor apartment (with lift) benefiting from high ceilings, plenty of natural light and pretty views. Wynnstay Gardens is a beautiful, portered 
mansion block perfectly positioned for the extensive amenities on Kensington High Street. Reception room, dining room, eat-in kitchen, four bedrooms, two 
bathrooms and guest cloakroom. Sole Agents 

020 7937 9976 julia@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 



Michael Wilson Director 


When choosing an agent to sell your most important and valuable asset be sure to appoint 
a firm that is going to work tirelessly on your behalf. An expert in the area is vital and you 
need someone you can trust who is energetic and strong enough to drive the best deal for 
you. Mountgrange Heritage is that agent - call us now to discuss your needs. 


Kensington Office 020 7937 9976 Netting Hill Office 020 7221 2277 North Kensington Office 020 8960 0181 
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MOUNTGRANGE HERITAGE 





St Marks Place, Wl I £ 1,325,000 Long Lease 

A beautiful three bedroom upper maisonette (entrance at first floor) located on a quiet street in Netting Hill. St Marks Place is situated off Blenheim Crescent 
and is within easy reach of the outstanding amenities of Netting Hill, Westbourne Grove and Portobello Road. The property comprises bright reception room 
leading on to a large newly fitted kitchen, two double bedrooms, smart bathroom, further single bedroom, guest cloakroom, private roof terrace. Sole Agents 

020 7221 2277 holly@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 


At Mountgrange Heritage we don’t just see our local area as somewhere we work but 
as somewhere we belong; our village. We produce our Village Matters’ newsletter to 
shout about the great businesses and personalities that make up the village. Pick up the 
latest copy from one of our offices now or read it at mountgrangeheHtage.co.uk 

.. .values that you’ll love 





























MOUNTGRANGE HERITAGE (rdD 



Pembroke Walk, W8 £695 per week 

A light, bright and spacious house in a quiet and discreet setting close to Holland Park and High Street Kensington.The property benefits from wooden floors 
and a private patio. Reception room, kitchen, bedroom, two bathrooms and private patio. Furnished. 

020 7937 9976 mollie@nnountgrangeheritage.co.uk 



Strathmore Gardens, W8 £795 per week 

A beautifully presented property that has been refurbished to the 
highest standard and benefits from a sunny south-facing balcony. 
Located on the edge of Hillgate Village a few minutes’ walk to the 
tube station at Notting Hill Gate. Reception room, kitchen, two 
bedrooms, bathroom and balcony. Furnished. Sole Agents 

020 7221 2277 rosie@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 



Linden Gardens, W2 £ 1,000 per week 

Simply stunning maisonette which has been lovingly refurbished in 
a contemporary style and with consideration to maximising storage 
and living space.The flat benefits from a large sunny roof terrace. 
Double reception room, kitchen, three bedrooms, two bathrooms 
and roof terrace. Furnished. Sole Agents 

020 7221 2277 nick@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 



Liz Thomson Head of Lettings 


It’s the ‘silly season' for our lettings team - there is an enormous demand 
for houses and flats to rent in all the areas we coven Please call us or pop 
in to any of our three offices if you are thinking of renting your property 
now or in the future. 


Kensington Office 020 7937 9976 Notting Hill Office 020 7221 2277 North Kensington Office 020 8960 0181 
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MOUNTGRANGE HERITAGE (mft) 




Clarendon Road, Wl I £2,250 per week 

State of the art house in an ideal location for Holland Park and Notting Hill. Extensively refurbished to offer amazing contemporary accommodation as well as a west¬ 
facing garden and garage for one car Drawing room, dining room, kitchen, three bedrooms, two bathrooms, garden and garage. Furnished/Unfurnished. Sole Agents 

020 7221 2277 nick@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 





Lancaster Gate, W2 £500 per week 

Superb flat in this well managed building just moments from Hyde 
Park and Lancaster Gate tube station and only a five minute walk 
from Paddington Station. The property benefits from the most 
fabulous west-facing roof terrace. Reception room, kitchen, bedroom, 
bathroom and roof terrace. Furnished. Sole Agents 

020 7221 2277 rosie@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 


Monmouth Road, W2 £2,250 per week 

A truly charming house located just off Westbourne Grove and only 
moments from its shops, bars and restaurants.The property benefits 
from superb entertaining space and the most stunning landscaped 
west-facing garden. Drawing room, dining room, study, two bedrooms, 
two bathrooms and garden. Furnished. Available for SHORT LETS. 

020 7221 2277 rosie@mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 



Thalia Bryan Director 


A new season of nnusic fronn the Kensington and Chelsea Music Society is about to 
start at Leighton House. There are eight concerts in the 2012-2013 programme 
which starts on Tuesday 23rd October and brings you a recital every month up until 
May 2013 - don’t miss it! Mountgrange Heritage are proud to sponsor KCMS for 
the seventh year running and you can drop in to any of our offices now to pick 
up a programme or you can read it at mountgrangeheritage.co.uk 



Kensington Office 020 7937 9976 Notting Hill Office 020 7221 2277 North Kensington Office 020 8960 0181 
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LANCASTER R0AD,W11 

£1,600,000 
Share of Freehold 


Superbly finished by De Rosee Sa 
Architects with over 1200 sq ft of the 
utmost luxury. 


Beautiful oak herringbone floors and crisp 
neutral decor feature in the double reception 
space. The room is open plan to a 
contemporary kitchen with fully integrated 
appliances and Piedra di Burgos stone 
surfaces. The upper level presents two 
double bedrooms; the master suite 
incorporating a luxurious en suite bathroom 
with Carrara marble-topped twin sinks and a 
separate, sky-lit shower. Elsewhere is a 
well-designed home office/library and a 
useful utility area and cloakroom. 


17 Kensington Park Road, London W11 2EU 

Email: info@domusnova.com Tel: 0207 727 1717 Fax: 0207 727 2030 Web: www.domusnova.com 


Domus loves: autumnal food at Portobello Organic Kitchen, Portobello Road 
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PORTOBELLO ROAD,W10 

£1,000 per week 
Long let 


Bohemian chic meets contemporary cool in 
the heart of Notting Hill. 


High ceilings, large sash windows and wood 
floors adorn the bright first floor reception 
room and continue into a generous and 
well-designed kitchen diner. There are three 
double bedrooms in total, two of which 
encompass the top floor alongside a stylish 
bathroom, a unique centrepiece fireplace and 
a supplementary guest cloakroom. With the 
added advantage of its own private entrance, 
this fantastic maisonette also offers a 
west-facing decked roof terrace. 


Domusnova.com 
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JOHN Wilcox^ 

dr^CO. 

ESTATE AGENTS AND VALUERS 


020 7602 2352 



you want an Estate Agent who has been on the same 
street corner with the same stajffor over 30years... 

you want advice from a firm with over 100 years of 
combined experience of property in Holland Park... 

Ij^ you want the correct advice without having your 
expectations raised artificially... 

you want your sale to go through with the 
minimum of fuss and bother... 

Call Holland Park’s Specialist Agent 

John Wilcox & Co 


SALES • LETTINGS • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 


13 Addison Avenue, Holland Park, London W11 4QS 
T: 020 7602 2352 / F: 020 7603 1217 / E: enquiries@johnwilcox.co.uk 
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Insider know-how 


The importance of local knowledge cannot be stressed 
too highly when choosing an estate agent 



They say one of the markers of a 
desirable location is the number of 
estate agencies to be seen in the area. 
By this token, Netting Hill clearly 
achieves top scores, with leading 
agencies including Knight Frank, 
Savills, Strutt & Parker, Douglas & 
Gordon, Hamptons International, 
Marsh & Parsons, Winkworth, Bective 
Leslie Marsh, Chard and Faron Sutaria 
all having a branch here. 

When choosing an estate agent - 
whether you are a potential vendor, 
buyer, landlord or tenant - local 
knowledge is perhaps the most 
important attribute they can have. 

A trusted agent who knows the area 
like the back of their hand will be 
able to advise you on all matter of 
things on top of the actual property. 

For buyers or tenants, good local 
agents will be able to match you to 
your perfect area; recommend which 
streets would suit you, where local 
schools are located and why two 
similar houses carry such different 
price tags, for example. 


They will also be able to highlight 
any potential problems, such as traffic 
congestion or parking issues at certain 
times of the day, proximity to noisy 
bars, and so on. 

While this is obviously important 
for people moving to Notting Hill from 
another area, even those who already 
live here can benefit from the wide- 
ranging advice that only a local agent 
can provide. 

For sellers, local agents know 
exactly what price your property can 
command, and can advise you on 
the best figure for a quick sale, or a 
slower burner that will enable you 
to receive the best possible margin. 
The chances are they will already 
have sold properties in your street 
or neighbouring streets. Equally 
importantly, landlords can rely on 
local agents to understand all the 
nuances of the local lettings market. 

Whilst looking online for your 
dream property is obviously fast and 
effective, these local agents also 
encourage buyers and sellers alike to 


drop into their local branch and meet 
their agents face to face. That way, 
they can get a real feel of what you 
are looking for and you will also be 
front of their minds when a great new 
property hits their books. And these 
local agents, who often live in the 
area themselves, are always ahead of 
the game on what’s happening in the 
neighbourhood in terms of building 
and regeneration. 

They’re a friendly bunch who love 
helping buyers and sellers so if you’ve 
got a property to sell or want to buy 
something new in buzzy Notting Hill, 
drop in to see them this month- you 
won’t regret it. } 

Knight Frank, 020 7229 0229; Savills, 
020 7727 5750; Strutt & Parker, 020 
7221 1111; Douglas & Gordon, 020 
7727 7777; Hamptons, 020 7717 
5311; Marsh & Parsons, 020 7313 
2890; Winkworth, 020 7727 3227; 
Bective Leslie Marsh, 020 7221 4805; 
Chard, 020 7792 0792; 

Faron Sutaria, 020 7717 5106 
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RICS 


Regulated 
Estate Agent 
and Letting Agent 


Cleveland Terrace, W2 

A nnagnificent freehold house which benefits from a 24' reception 
room, impressive kitchen and dining room 


)hari 


£2,000,000 

Freeehold 
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- Period facade with modern interior 

- Freehold house 

- Off road parking 
-Air conditioning 
-Wooden floors 

- Paddington underground 

Netting Hill & Kensington sales 
02072434500 
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Notting Hill & Kensington 
sales 020 7243 4500 
lettings 020 7792 0792 


Fulham 

sales 020 7731 5115 
lettings 020 73841400 


South Kensington & Chelsea Pimlico & Belgravia 
sales 020 7373 8883 sales 020 7821 6789 

lettings 020 7244 7711 lettings 020 7821 6999 


Brook Green 

sales 020 7603 1415 

lettings 020 7603 0603 

Bayswater & Paddington 
sales 020 7402 4722 
lettings 020 7402 4722 




-Two double bedrooms 
-Two bathrooms 

- Fully refurbished 

- Bespoke glass staircase 
-Closeto Hyde Park 

- Lancaster Gate undergrond 


Notting Hill & Kensington sales 
02072434500 


Lancaster Gate, W2 

Stunning two double bedroonns apartment 
which benefits from a large open plan kitchen 


£1,500,000 

Share of Freehold 


Garway Road, W2 £ 1,450,000 

A spectacular four bedroom triplex apartment on Leasehold 
the corner of Westbourne Grove. 




- Four bedrooms 
-Triplex apartment 

- Impressive master suite 
-Circa 1800sqft 
-Solid oak floors 

- Queensway underground 


Notting Hill & Kensington sales 
02072434500 
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Regulated 

RICS Estate Agent 

and Letting Agent 


Westbourne Terrace, W2 
A beautifully finished two bedroonn flat with 
balcony in this white stucco-fronted building 


£1,450,000 

Share of Freehold 


Powis Terrace, W11 

A spacious maisonette which benefits from 
three bedrooms and a patio garden 
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,080,000 Share of Freehold 


-Three bedrooms 
-Two bathrooms 
- Spacious reception room 


- Private entrance 

- Close to Portobello Road 
-Westbourne Park underground 


Netting Hill & Kensington sales 020 7243 4500 


First and second floors 
West facing balcony 
Two bedrooms 

Two bathrooms (including ensuite) 
Close to Hyde Park 
Lancaster Gate underground 


Netting Hill & Kensington sales 
02072434500 


Queensdale Road, W11 
A beautifully finished two double bedroom 
apartment in this quiet Holland Park location 


£1,350,000 Share of Freehold 

- Second double bedroom 
-Roof terrace 

- Holland Park underground 

Netting Hill & Kensington sales 020 7243 4500 


- Dual aspect reception room 

- Separate kitchen 

- Master bedroom with ensuite 
















































































Notting Hill & Kensington 
sales 020 7243 4500 
lettings 020 7792 0792 

South Kensington & Chelsea 
sales 020 7373 8883 
lettings 020 7244 7711 


Fulham 

sales 020 7731 5115 
lettings 020 73841400 

Pimlico & Belgravia 
sales 020 7821 6789 
lettings 020 7821 6999 


Brook Green 

sales 020 7603 1415 

lettings 020 7603 0603 

Bayswater & Paddington 
sales 020 7402 4722 
lettings 020 7402 4722 




Roland Gardens, SW7 

A wonderfully presented three bedroom duplex 
apartment in South Kensington 


£2,000,000 

Share of Freehold 
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-Three bedrooms 
-Two bathrooms 
-Third and fourth floors 

- Recently refurbished 
-Roof terrace 

- Gloucester Road underground 


South Kensington & Chelsea sales 
02073738883 


Cheyne Walk, SW3 Cranley Gardens, SW7 

A delightful, recently refurbished two bedroom A tastefully redecorated studio apartment in a 
garden apartment in Chelsea next to the river period stucco building on Cranley Gardens 



£695,000 Share of Freehold 

-Two bedrooms 
-Two bathrooms 
- Recently refurbished 


- Shared garden 

- Next to River Thames 

- Sloane Square underground 


£385,000 Leasehold 

- Studio apartment 

- Second floor 

- Stucco fronted building 


- Separate kitchen 

- Recently refurbished 

- South Kensington underground 


South Kensington & Chelsea sales 020 7373 8883 


South Kensington & Chelsea sales 020 7373 8883 
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Regulated 
Estate Agent 
and Letting Agent 


Linden Gardens, W2 

A stylish two double bedroom top floor flat loaded just off Notting 
Hill Gate with private roof terrace 


£1,000 p/w 

Furnished 


-Two double bedrooms 
-Two bathrooms 
-Private roof terrace 

- Newly refurbished throughout 
-Victorian conversion 

- Notting Hill Gate underground 

Notting Hill & Kensington lettings 
02077920792 
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Notting Hill & Kensington 
sales 020 7243 4500 
lettings 020 7792 0792 


Fulham 

sales 020 7731 5115 
lettings 020 73841400 


South Kensington & Chelsea 
sales 020 7373 8883 
lettings 020 7244 7711 


Pimlico & Belgravia 
sales 020 7821 6789 
lettings 020 7821 6999 


Brook Green 

sales 020 7603 1415 

lettings 020 7603 0603 

Bayswater & Paddington 
sales 020 7402 4722 
lettings 020 7402 4722 



Queensdale Place, W11 £ 1,795 p/w 

A recently refurbished three double bedroom unfurnished 
period town house in Holland Park 
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Victoria Grove Mews, W2 

Spacious three bedroom mews house on a 

cobbled mews near Kensington Gardens 


£1,195 p/w 

Unfurnished 




-Three double bedrooms 
-Two bathrooms 

- Double reception room 
-Terrace and patio garden 

- Newly refurbished throughout 

- Holland Park underground 


Notting Hill & Kensington lettings 
02077920792 






- Arranged over two floors 
-Victorian mews house 

- Living/dining room with wood floors 

- Open plan kitchen 

-Two bathrooms (one en-suite) 

- Notting Hill Gate underground 


Notting Hill & Kensington lettings 
02077920792 
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Estate Agent 
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Latimer Road, W10 £400 p/w 

Very spacious warehouse style studio flat in North Furnished 
Kensington 


Kensington High Street, W8 

Two double bedroom second floor flat with 

private terrace in Kensington 


-Triple Studio room 
-Wood floors 

- First floor conversion 

- Open plan kitchen 

- New bathroom 

- Latimer Road underground 


Netting Hill & Kensington lettings 
02077920792 


Sunningdale Gardens, W8 

One double bedroom first floor flat just south 

of High Street Kensington 

^ T 


£850 p/w Part Furnished 

-Two bathrooms 

- Private terrace 

- High Street Kensington underground 

Netting Hill & Kensington lettings 020 7792 0792 


- Living/dining room 

- Open plan kitchen 
-Two double bedrooms 


£495 pA/V Part Furnished 

- Living/dining room with high ceilings - Victorian conversion 

- Semi-open plan kitchen - Bathroom with shower 

- One double bedroom - High Street Kensington underground 

Netting Hill & Kensington lettings 020 7792 0792 



























































Notting Hill & Kensington 
sales 020 7243 4500 
lettings 020 7792 0792 

South Kensington & Chelsea 
sales 020 7373 8883 
lettings 020 7244 7711 


Fulham 

sales 020 7731 5115 
lettings 020 73841400 

Pimlico & Belgravia 
sales 020 7821 6789 
lettings 020 7821 6999 


Brook Green 

sales 020 7603 1415 

lettings 020 7603 0603 

Bayswater & Paddington 
sales 020 7402 4722 
lettings 020 7402 4722 



Westbourne Terrace, W2 

Stunning two bedroom mezzanine flat with 

balcony close to Hyde Park 



£1,550 

Furnished 





Bridstow Place, W2 

Two bedroom house with private terrace in the 
Westbourne Grove area 




Gloucester Terrace, W2 

One bedroom flat with patio garden in 

Bayswater 


£595 pAa/ Furnished 

- Living room with dining area - Bathroom with shower over bath 

- Separate kitchen - Private terrace 

- Two double bedrooms - Royal Oak underground 

Bayswater & Paddington lettings 020 7402 4722 


£375 p/W Furnished 

- One bedroom - Wooden floors throughout 

- One bathroom - Private patio garden 

- Modern interior - Lancaster gate underground 

Bayswater & Paddington lettings 020 7402 4722 





































MAKE SURE YOUR BRANCH IS ON 

homes^.co.uk 

your local property portal 


IN PRINT ONLINE ON MOBILE 








I 6 Lambton Place 
London W I I 2SH 


Notting Hill 


020 7243 3535 

www.homesite.co.uk 

info@homesite.co.uk 




Ossington Street, Notting Hill W2 £ 1,950.00 per week 

Set behind the facade of a traditional London town house is a sleek, modern, stylish home with a fabulous feeling of space, light and tranquillity. 
The stunning kitchen/dining room is very much the hub of the house while the elegantly finished ground floor reception has bespoke glass 
fitted bi foldable doors the width of the house opening on to a west facing decked terrace. The upstairs bedrooms and bathrooms (one 
en suite) are accessed by an architectural staircase set beneath a skylight increasing the natural light throughout the property.There is also 
a separate family/nanny's room with a contemporary shower room. Notting Hill Gate Underground Station, Kensington Gardens and the 
eclectic mix of bars, restaurants and shops of Notting Hill are all a short walk away. 

•Two Reception Rooms 'Two Double Bedrooms 'Two Single Bedrooms 'Two Bathrooms (one en suite) • Shower Room -Terrace 



























Incorporating ... 


275 Willesden Lane, NW2 5JA 
020 8459 1133 

www.cameronsstiff.co.uk 

enquiries@cameronsstiff.co.uk 



Q ueens park 

PARTNERSHIP 



Mora Road NW2 

• Stunning versatile GF flat 

• 3 beds, 2 reception rooms 

• Well presented throughout 


£399,950 Leasehold 

Stylish kitchen/diner 
D/G, GCH 
South facing garden 


AM Souls Avenue NWIO 

• Mid terraced 4 bed family home • 

• Contemporary style kitchen • 

• Some original features retained • 


£750,000 Freehold 

Tessellated flooring 

66' well maintained garden 

Good location 



College Road NWIO 

• Mid terraced family home 

• 3 bedrooms (+ loft space) 

• Large kitchen/diner 


£769,950 Freehold 

Intercommunicating recep room 
Recently decorated 
Many period features 



Melrose Avenue NW2 £865,000 Freehold 

• Restored Edwardian home • 40' south facing garden 

• Stylish accommodation • Gaggeneau kitchen & appliances 

• 4 bed, 2 recep rooms & ensuite • Oak flooring throughout 



Chelmsford Square NWIO £999,950 Freehold 


• 4 bed, 2 reception family home • Off street parking & garage 

• Good sized kitchen/dining room • Paved tiered garden 

• Some period features retained • Use of tennis courts (in crescent) 



The Avenue NW6 £ 1,950,000 Freehold 

• Substantial 4 bed, 2 recep house • Landscaped garden + decking 

• Great home for growing family • Good decorative order 

• Contemporary modern feel • New stripped flooring 





























Sole Agent in London Supporting 


WEAKE 

mACmiLLAN. 

CANCER SUPTORT 




NAEA 

National Association of 
Estate Agents 


CAMERONS 
STIFF & Co. 




Metropolitan Court NWIO 

• Modern kitchen & bathrooms 

• Hansgrohe,Villery & Boch extras 

• LABC Warranty, CAT 5 cabling 


PRICES FROM £289,950 

Underfloor heating 
Balconies or terraces 
12 minutes to Bond Street 


An exclusive selection of 37 beautifully designed contennporary style apartments 
consisting of 1,2 & 3 bedrooms including 6 Penthouses & 6 maisonettes that are situated 
in the heart ofWillesden Green in a restored public house. 



Kendal Road NWIO 

• 3 bed end of terrace 

• Intercommunicating rooms 

• Beautifully presented 


£599,950 Freehold 

• Bright spacious accommodation 

• Modern fitted kitchen 

• 35' garden & residents parking 



Salusbury Road NW6 £664,950 Share of F/H 


Beautiful Edwardian flat 
Full of charm & charactr 
Bright & airy reception room 


GF, 2 beds, I reception room 
22ft kitchen + original features 
Sole use of garden & OSP 



















































































































































































































































Don’t hang around, the 3rd 
Annual D&G+ Kids Company 
Charity Day is rapidly 
approaching and we would 
greatly appreciate your 
sterling help once again. 

We will be visiting every street in the D&G 
area, so if you would like to donate please 
start putting your non-perishable food and 
any new, packaged toys aside and our 
teams will come to your door to collect 
them. Alternatively, if you could make our 
collection buckets a little heavier with spare 
change, that would certainly help! 

If you’re not in on the day your local D&G 
office will happily accept any donations 
from now until the big day. 


For more details please go to 

douglasandgordon.com 

kidsco.org.uk 




^^COMPANY 

Douglas&Gordon 







New website 

It’s time to refresh your browsers for major 
changes to douglasandgordon.com with many 
new features and improved navigation. 



£2,650,000 Share of Freehold 
Duchess Of Bedfords Walk W8 


A wonderful architecturally designed apartment in this portered building 3 double bedrooms, En-suite bathroom, Bathroom, Reception room, 
exclusively positioned on this desirable enclave in Kensington. Kitchen, Cloakroom, Balcony, Lift, Porter, Underground car park. 


Kensington Sales 020 7792 1881 
kensales@dng.co.uk 
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on Twitter BJ Facebook 
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douglasandgordon.com 

Douglas&Gordon ►! 




£1,585,000 Freehold 
Brackenbury Gardens W6 




Located in the sought after Brackenbury Village area, this fantastic 4 bedrooms, Bathroom, Cloakroom, 2 reception rooms. Kitchen, Cellar, 

property comes to the market completely un-modernised. South-facing garden. 


Hammersmith and Shepherd's Bush Sales 020 8563 7100 
hammsales@dng.co.uk 
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You have to decorate 
to accumulate 

Call our specialist refurbishment department 

now on 020 7225 0234 . 



£3,950,000 Freehold 
Charles II Place SW3 


Rarely available secure four bedroom house in a Chelsea Sales 020 7225 1225 
gated enclave just off the King's Road. chelseasales@dng.co.uk 

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 reception room. 

Study, Kitchen, Garden, Garage, Parking. 




£3,750,000 Share of Freehold a rare opportunity to buy a well-proportioned 
Drayton Gardens SW10 

5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 reception rooms. 
Kitchen, Cloakroom, Lift, Balcony. 


Chelsea Sales 020 7225 1225 
chelseasales@dng.co.uk 
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£2,350,000 Share of Freehold 
Queen's Gate Gardens SW7 


An exceptional three bedroom, three bathroom 
garden flat with generous living space. 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 reception rooms. 
Kitchen/breakfast room. Private garden. 


Kensington Gate Sales 020 7581 1152 
kengatesales@dng.co.uk 



£1,625,000 Share of Freehold 
Elvaston Plaoe SW7 


An extremely spacious three double bedroom flat 
on one of the area's most prestigious roads. 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. Reception room. 
Dining room. Study, Kitchen, 2 patios. 


Kensington Gate Sales 020 7581 1152 
kengatesales@dng.co.uk 









































The United Nations 
of Douglas &Gordon 

Our worldwide web extends beyond the internet 
with six affiliated global offices and more opening 
later in the year. 

Dubai / Moscow / New York / Paris / South Africa / Sydney 



£2,550,000 Freehold 
Dukes Lane W8 


A fabulous individual townhouse situated in this quiet lane off 
Kensington Church Street. 

2 double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, Reception room. Kitchen, Dressing 
room. Cloakroom, Garage/study, Garden. 

Kensington Sales 020 7792 1881 
kensales@dng.co.uk 



£1,950,000 Leasehold 
Cadogan Street SW3 


A wonderful bright south-facing two bedroom corner flat in the heart of 
Chelsea. 

2 bedrooms. Shower room. Reception room. Kitchen, Cloakroom, 
Terrace. 

Chelsea Sales 020 7225 1225 
chelseasales@dng.co.uk 



£1,950,000 Share of Freehold 
Phillimore Place W8 


A second floor apartment in this prestigious road in Kensington. 

2 double bedrooms, En-suite shower room. Bathroom, Reception 
room. Kitchen. 


Kensington Sales 020 7792 1881 
kensales@dng.co.uk 



£1,695,000 Leasehold 
Tite Street SW3 


A wonderful top floor two bed two bath maisonette with entrance at 
second floor level and wonderful views west over old Chelsea. 

Master bedroom with en-suite shower room. Second bedroom. 
Bathroom, Reception room. Kitchen, Loft storage. Resident caretaker. 

Chelsea Sales 020 7225 1225 
chelseasales@dng.co.uk 
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£1,025,000 Freehold 
Nasmyth Street W6 


A well-proportioned and beautifully finished three bedroom cottage in 
the heart of Brackenbury Village. 

3 bedrooms, Bathroom, Double reception room. Kitchen, Cloakroom, 
17'11 X 15'3 garden. 

Hammersmith and Shepherd's Bush Sales 020 8563 7100 
hammsales@dng.co.uk 



£745,000 Leasehold 
Onslow Square SW5 


A ground floor three bedroom flat in this secure portered mansion 
block between South Kensington and Chelsea. 

Master bedroom. Second bedroom with en-suite shower room. Third 
bedroom. Bathroom, 2 reception rooms. Kitchen, Lift, Porter. 

South Kensington Sales 020 7581 8888 
sthkensales@dng.co.uk 



£535,000 Leasehold 
Stanhope Mews West SW7 


A spacious and bright one bedroom flat located in the heart of South 
Kensington. 

Bedroom, Bathroom, Reception room. Kitchen. 


South Kensington Sales 020 7581 8888 
sthkensales@dng.co.uk 



£445,000 Leasehold 
Percy Road W12 


A well-located two bedroom Victorian conversion flat with a private 
garden. 

2 bedrooms. Bathroom, Reception room. Kitchen, Loft (study/cinema 
room), Attic storage. Private garden. 

Hammersmith and Shepherd's Bush Sales 020 8563 7100 
hammsales@dng.co.uk 




























































Relax with the chill issue 

The Autumn issue of bridge magazine, featuring our 
cover star Lana del Rey is dropping through your 
letterbox, or available at your local D&G office now. 



£1,250 per week Unfurnished 
Godfrey Street SW3 


A lovely three bedroom house which is neutrally decorated throughout 
and benefits from wood floors in all the rooms. 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (1 en-suite), Shower room. Reception room, 
Kitchen, Patio. 

Chelsea Lettings 020 7581 6666 
chelsealets@dng.co.uk 



£1,250 per week Furnished 
Stanhope Terrace W2 


A truly impressive first floor flat in this period conversion with wonderful 
high ceilings, wooden floors and French doors leading on to a balcony/ 
terrace. 

2 double bedrooms, Bathroom, En-suite shower room, Large reception 
room, Open-plan kitchen, Balcony/terrace. 

Netting Hill Lettings 020 7727 8000 
nhlets@dng.co.uk 



£1,250 per week Unfurnished 
Peel Street W8 


A fabulous terrace house, with stunning newly refurbished interior, on 
this prime residential area just off Kensington Church Street. 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (1 en-suite), Double reception room, Kitchen, 
Patio, Roof terrace. 

Kensington Lettings 020 7792 1331 
kenlets@dng.co.uk 



£1,200 per week Unfurnished 
Petersham Lane SW7 


Fantastic house in this quiet location close to the amenities of 
Gloucester Road and open spaces of Kensington Gardens. 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, Reception room, Kitchen/dining room. 


Kensington Gate Lettings 020 7589 5252 
kengatelets@dng.co.uk 
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£750 per week Part Furnished 
Elvaston Place SW7 


A beautifully presented and contemporary raised ground floor flat 
situated in this prime address in Kensington. 

2 double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, Reception room. Kitchen. 


Kensington Gate Lettings 020 7589 5252 
kengatelets@dng.co.uk 



£525 per week Unfurnished 
Linden Gardens W2 


A lovely, recently refurbished and extremely spacious third floor flat in 
this portered building just off Notting Hill Gate. 

2 double bedrooms. Bathroom, Cloakroom, Reception room. Kitchen, 
Balcony, Underground parking space. 

Kensington Lettings 020 7792 1331 
kenlets@dng.co.uk 



£600 per week Furnished/Part Furnished 
Queens Gardens W2 


A wonderfully stylish and newly refurbished flat offering wooden floors 
throughout and lovely views overlooking the gardens. 

2 double bedrooms, En-suite bathroom. Shower room. Reception 
room. Kitchen. 

Notting Hill Lettings 020 7727 8000 
nhlets@dng.co.uk 



£525 per week Furnished 
Royal Crescent Mews W11 


A totally unique one bedroom mews house with a stunning garden and 
the benefit of a separate private studio house in the garden. 

Double bedroom. Bathroom, Reception room. Open-plan kitchen. 
Garden, Off-street parking. Separate studio in garden with studio room, 
2nd kitchen. Study, Wet room. 

Kensington Lettings 020 7792 1331 
kenlets@dng.co.uk 




































William Hodge 

DJ and Property Manager 

- ■ 

Always in the mix but never in a muddle. 
Will is always on song. Our people are 
what make us great and William takes 
some beating. 


douglasandgordon.com 

Extraordinary people 












Douglas&Gorclon 





























Notting Hill & Kensington South Kensington & Chelsea Fulham Paddington & Bayswater Brook Green 

sales 020 7243 4500 sales020 7373 8883 sales020 7731 5115 sales 020 7402 4722 sales020 7603 1415 

lettings 020 7792 0792 Iettings020 7244 7711 Iettings020 73841400 Iettings020 7402 4722 lettings 020 7603 0603 



















































































































































































































































































































